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PREFACE 
TO 


Taj Mahal was 2 Rajput Palace 


The serene beauty, majesty and grandeur of the Taj Mahal 
have made it known all over the world. But what is not so well 
known is the true story of its origin, that its magnificence stems 
from its having originated as a palace. 


t is a pity that the Taj Mahal is believed to have originated 
аа а sombre tomb in the 17th century when it was perhaps built 
in the 4th century to serve as а palace. 


‘The suddenness with which his gay and magnificent palace got 
converted into а tomb must have constituted а very unfortunate 
occurrence of Jaisingh's life. 


‘The changeover has proved a shroud deluding everybody from 
lay visitors to researchers and history scholars that the Taj was 
‘built as а sepulchre. 


Popular nostalgia for legendary love has helped fan the flame 
‘of Shahjahan's mythical attachment to Mumtaz into а raging fire, 
‘veloping the Taj in the dazzle of leaping flames and blinding smoke 
‘of imaginary accounts, discouraging any cool, dispassionate research 
about its origin. 

‘Tee utter incompatibility and inconsistency of the loose bits 
of information mouthed and written about the Taj Mahal, clanking 
Хо в crescendo of jarring notes in my subconscious mind, impelled 
me to attempt sorting them out from а tangled mass and piecing 


bem together to find out whether they made a coherent and plausible 
account. 


7 publisbed April 1065, a forerunner to the present volume. 


Preface » 
тә my amazement it led me to an unexpected conclusion, 

that far from originating as а mediaeval tomb the Taj жы Inge 

by a powerful Rajput king as his palace in pre-Mustim times. 


My research has also led to an incidental 

important finding. that the Peacock Throne too iy Ва 
as the Taj Mahal, and that it used to be place in the chamber 
which encloses the cenotaphs of Shahjahan and Mumtaz. 

My conclusions аге based on a number of historical works, 
both mediaeval and modem. A list of them appears at the ent 
of this book. 1 have quoted from those authorities extensivaly, 
The extracts, accompanied by the relevant details about the name 
of the book, sbthor and page number, have been inchided in the 
narrative itself instead of appearing as footnotes at the bottom 
of each page. 

‘The conclusions reached in this book might unsettle some 
important portions of mediaeval history as currently taught and 
presented. But since all education is a relentless search for the 
Truth it is hoped that all readers, whether lay admirers of the 
Taj, prying scholars ог researchers, archaeological О» or 
teachers of history, will neither shy away nor be scared in facing 
the truth about the Taj. 


February, 1965 P. N. Ouk 


INTRODUCTION 


To 
The Second Edition. 


‘alike this book and its forerunner, titled Тау Mahe! was a 
Rajput Palace, which are research works all other books and accounts 
of the Taj Mahal written during the last 300 years are based on 
pure fantasy. We were surprised to learn after meticulous inquiry. 
that despite the plethora of printed hocus-pocus churned out on 
{the Taj Mahal all tbe world over there is not a single book containing 
a well-documented, comprehensive account of the origin of the 
Taj Mahal quoting exhaustively only contemporary authorities, 
Subsequent hearsay accounts are hardly worth any notice for 


Merial mech, since one writer's opinion is as good as any 


мца ti just as wel that no scholarly body ever succeeded 


күзүн ‘authoritative account of the building 


mrovan n 
"Taj Mahal being suspect, it waa but natural that sttempka st compiling 
an authoritative sccount of the origin of the Taj Mahal should 
miserably fail, Nobody ever succeeded in or hoped to say the last 
convincing word on tbe origin of the Taj Mahal. АП previous ampla. 
were bound to (ай since they were all based оп a wrong notion, 
Starting with wrong premises they could not arrive at the right 
conclusion 
We are going to prove in the following pages that the Taj Mahal 

meaning “the Very Crown Among Residences" + is an ancient 
Hindu building and not a Muslim tomb, We shall also show how 
all the loose bits of information = whether factual or concocted 

dished out on the platter of tbe Shahjahan legend fall in place 
and fully support our research. Just as the solution tou mathematical 
problem may be tested for its accuracy by various methods, similarly, 
sound historical research provides a consistent and coherent story 
reconciling all apparent inconsistencies 

In this book we have produced im photostat a passage from 

Shahjahan's court chronicle, the Badshahnama, which disarminygly 
admits that the Taj Mahal is а commandeered Hindu palace. We 
‘have also quoted the French merchant Tavernier, who visited India 
during Sbahjahan's reign, to say that the cost of the scaffolding 
‘exceeded that of tbe entire work done regarding the mausoleum, 
‘This proves that all that Sbahjahar had to do was engrave Koranie 
texts on the walls of a Hindu palace; that is why the cost of the 
scaffolding was much more than the value of the entire work done. 
We have cited the Encyclopaedia Britannica as sialing that the Taj 
Mahal building-complex comprises stables and guest and guard 
rooms. We have quoted Mr. Nurul Hasan Siddiqui’s book admitting, 
as the Radshahnama does, that a Hindu palace was 
to bury Muntaz in. We have cited Shahjahan’s fifth-yenarition 
ancestor Babur to prove that he lived in what we call the Tu] 
Mahal" 100 years before the death of the lady for whom the Taj 
is believed to have been buit as а mausoleum, We have alsa quoted 
Vincent Smith to show that Babur died in the Taj Mahal. In addition 
to these proofs we have scotched the Shahjahan legend in every 
detail and cited other voluminous evidence proving conclusively Шай 
‘the Taj Mahal is an ancient Hindu building- 


Fave overhang proof Uhat we have produced ín this bo 
дый! ence for al lence all doubler of the correctness of our 
Ade өм tominee (harm that the whole world can KO Wrong where 
Re mun prover right. This has happened time and ayn in human 
inary Gale and Fintain, for example, shocked contemporary 
humanity out of their rusted dogma -shells 

Tas by sheer Tuck that we happened to find corroboration 

for our earlier finding on the Taj Mahal, im the Rrdshahnama, 
Mr. Sidiqui's book, Tavernier's travel account and Rabur's 
Meroe. But we wish to take this opportunity to alert. posterity 
and our conlemporaries interested in research and tell them that 
the proofs set out in our earlier book (Taj Mahal was a Rajput 
Palace) were more than enough to convince all those well versed 
ї Judicia! procedure and logic that the Taj Mahal existed much 
"fore Mumuaz's death whose tomb it is supposed to be 


Ewn if Mulla Abdul Hamid Labori (the author of the 
Ralshahnama) amd others had prevaricated, the evidence we 
‘marshalled in our earlier book was enough to question their veracity 

n their veracity 
and impel vs to seek their motives. This is a lesson worth imbibing 
by the lay public and by researchers who have to wade through 
a mire of falsified and distorted accounts. 


We have in this book proved to the hilt that the 
has boen buit to йз minutest detail according to the rank ва 
selene of architecture of the Hindus, for the Hindus and by the 
Hindun. Now thal we have firmly established it in this and in the 
«айне book, the topic should encourage further research to trace 
the history of the Taj Mahal prior to Mansingh’s and Babur's 
possession of i until we get to the original Hindu builder. Jaipur 
Bel Ce in the Rajasthan Archives at Bikaner or їп the possession 
dem house might possess valuable clues. We have 
dome clues in this book indicating that the Taj 


cw must have originated аз Tejo Mahalaya completed in 1155-58 


ats LM o face veritable barrage of scoffs and эпосто and 
өлко when we first published our finding. But 
True qi mutes In our conviction, Those jeers and ancers came 

Чона, Particularly painful were those emanating from 


Introfuction з 


eminent scholars of history. Most of them expressed nothing but 
Vehement contempt either audibly or through various meta of 
omission and omission. The lay publie looked on, dazed in disbelief, 
find looked up to history teachers and professors, as if they are 
oracles for cues whether to laud or condemn us. 

Il is painful to note that scholars, who feel committed to the 
Shahjshan legend of the Taj Mahal, ether by having authored books 
fon the topic or guided post-graduate students along the besten 
rock, or by virtue of their burenucratic and academic standing, 

owed a marked tendency to remsin strait jacketad ín thelr belief 
Obetructionist und obscurantist objection were flum at us, Many 
angry asserted that we had not proved our case, Rut that was 
а most unscholarly attitude. A rue devotion Lo academic research 
Should have urged them to give а second thought to he malter. 
If they were right, the revision would have worked to their own 
advantage, because it would have bolstered up their awn earlier 
belie by giving them an opportunity to fil up the holes which 
же bad pointed out. If they were in the wrong their holding on 
to their earlier dogmas was unwarranted. They thus failed to be. 
guided by the maxim that, “I you are in the right you can afford 
to keep your temper; if in the wrong you cannot afford to Tome 
[Ж 
‘There is another maxim for the genuine ressarchor, thut алу 
1oopholes pointed out in an existing beliet should lead to immediate 
intensified research rather than anger and hate against one who. 
questions traditional beliefs. Trying to find fault with one who 
questions hackneyed beliefs is neither good ethics nor wed 
scholarship. Finding fault with 
has been pall al Is worse. For all we know the method employed 


trees. 


Luckily for us much water. 
we fect mooted our finding, and today cur болес ie РЯ 
ER t эу ите, as fanatic: qi 


E 


и The Taj Mahal Ia A Tempe 


Є арня 
т 
D ы et том ени 

сору эй bso! Н 
учрар 
ori esa ven anon me ree a 
рунун 

EE E T. pm mi ente he 
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The other corollary to our finding on the Taj Mahal is that 
the Indo-Sarvcenic theory of architecture is a figment of the 
imagination. It should be deleted forthwith from history books and 
textbooks of civil engineering and architecture. But the actual 
amendment. needed із minor, namely, that what has been termed 
эз “'Indo-Saracenic architecture" should henceforth be understood 
lo mean “ancient Indian architecture. "* 


Athird corollary is that the dome is a Hindu form of architecture. 


A fourth corollary is that buildings in Indi 
, lings in India and West Asia 
oe die 2 to the Taj Mahal are products of Hindu 
Ipashastra). Just as in our own ti 
own times we find 
pur "ree Vo be in vogue all over the world, similarly 
рна A was only Hindu (Vedic) architecture which was 
‘Prevalent all over the world no matter where a building was built 
und for what purpose. 
реа. Miscussions with university teachers and 
ноа 
Having adier objected to our methodology as 
Vim angumenustive, deductive and. lawyer-like. 
LL 


поводот " 


in historical research, should be altogether avoided ? Their objection 
amounts to asserting that the conclusions arrived st by deductive 
loge or by the adjudicative profess are ай wrong, 

We then ask whether man did not arrive at bis present stale 
of knowledge in every branch of human inquiry with the help of 
his logical faculty ? How else did he progress? Take the cave of 
weogrophy. Thousands of years before Man could send up spacecraft 
to photograph the earth did he not correctly condude that the 
ah wes round, by sheer logic? This should thoroughly spose 
the bullowness of the objection. logic i» justly called the science 
of sciences because it treats of reasoning which in the basis of 
Ait knowledge, from which history can claim no exemption 

Moreover, we may remind such objectors that leadiny lights 
of historical methodology like Collingwood, Walsh, Renier, Langley 
Seinbos, Berkley and Lord Sankey have precisely and repeatedly 
stressed that detective type investigation, lawyer like argumentation 
жай deductive reasoning are the very heart and soul of historical 
methodology, and that a true historian must look with suspicion 


ven on longstanding and seemingly well-founded lida, To drive 
book a chapter on 


this point home we have included in 0 
methodology. "Those unable to extricate themselves from the ruk 
Ж traditional thinking should know on reading that chapter that 
the ronson why their finding on the origin of the Taj МЕБ has 
been so wide off the truth is precisely because they ave. 
ч violated the guidelines for research laid down by the very асаа 
‘by whose names they have been swearing 

Incidentally this leads to an ancillary conclusion, namely Unt 
Indian and world histories have been saddled with numerous wron 
anceps precisely because tnchers and researchers bave 0 ond 


oes Tole ving wrong methodology. The faut, therefore, doas nd 
char еқ. Ti was but 
Indian 


lie in our methodology. The boot is on the ol 
natural Uhat antediluvian altitudes should cause have i 

DA A history, The result is (hal today we fd ta Ош SE 
Ther hundreds of years, that all that we have solitam 

to generations of atudents about so-called Muslin architecture in 
India and their alleged benevolent rue, has ta be 


‘The need to re-examine the different versions. ‘of tho Shahjahan 


The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Pal 


eed of the Taj Mahal arises because the world deserves to bẹ 
told the truth about this enchanting mansion, namely that the 
Mahal wes not born out of the death of Shahjahan s consort Mumtaz, 
‘The ghosts of Shabjahan and Mumtaz have haunted tbe Taj Mahal 
story їп the minds of the people for 300 long years. lt is high 
tme thut people's minds were exorcised 


Another very important purpose we have in mind in unravelling 
the Taj Mahal-creation-riddle is to expose the unmethodical and 
slipsmod manner in which many far-reaching concepts have been 
{grafted on Indian history. and foisted on gullible, unsuspecting lay 
Contemporaries and on posterity. Reconstructing the story of the 
origin of the Taj Mahal should serve as a practice-lesson in research 
methodology, exposing lapses committed so far and highlighting 
the principles and safeguards that need to be kept in view by history. 
researchers and teachers 


This book is also intended to impress on every reader that 
itis not the cenolaphs which should monopolize his or her attention. 
The visitor must io round the entire premises, walk along its long 
urched corridors, run up the Taj Mahal's many storeys and its 
marble and redstone towers and minutely examine its many vaulted 
doorways. The two tombs in the basement and the cenotaphs above 
them on the ground floor are, if anything, but obstructions in 
the spacious, octagonal chambers of this ancient Hindu palace. One 
of these rooms housed the ancient Hindu Peacock Throne which 
too was grabbed ty Shahjahan along with tbe palace. 

Thoughtful readers unwittingly but nonetheless irrevocably 
‘committed, academically or communally, to the view thot Taj Mahal 
is a Muslim monument are likely to fed perturbed, disturbed and 
hurt by the revelation in this book. Some others are likely to welcome 
the discovery of the Taj Mahal's ancient Hindu origin as а coveted 
ли, To both such we would like to say that to us Truth is 
like water - tasteless and colourless, divine, pure and life - giving 
+ neither sweet nor bitter. For us Truth is a mere object of discovery 
_ as, in fact, it should be in all creative endeavour. We bardly 
саге И some feel elated or dejected by the discovery of tbe Hinds 
antecedents of the Taj Mahal, 


Ла the fied of histray auch а breath-taking and epoch maki 


Introduction 

" 
discovery, proving the whole world wrong, ia в rare occurrence. 
A the sume we cim во personal ctor car Ysa тыһ 
discoveries are impossible without supra-natural guidance, 
‘opportunity and inspiration. ` 

Bat to those who would want to underrate or the 
extra of йа ТА Maal sing to жета fr d 
real appraisal of йэ delicate contours, majestic dimensions and 
‘enchanting embellishment we would like to address a few words. 
Looking at the Taj Mahal ss в tomb or s palace makes a world 
of difference. A palace in the residence of the prosperous, wealthy 
and powerful, and therefore a down-to-earth buiding. A tomb, 
fon the other hand, is the weird, eerie abode of thove who have 
given up tbe ghost. Visitors or students labouring under the 
misapprehension that tbe Taj Mahal is а mausoleum regard the 
graves inside it as the focal object of admiration and thereby misa. 
the real boauty of that vast bulding-complex. On the other hand 
if visitors and students of history studied the Taj Mahal аз a palace 
they would find their observation rapkurously rewarding, In the 
latter case they would по longer be content with peeping into the 
burial chamber and walking oot, calling it а day, эз many have 
hitherto been prone to do, but would insist on roaming around 

spacious grounds, going around its periphery, ambling along 
its specious terraces, stumbling through ia dark basement chambers 
‘and climbing ita towers and upper storeys. 

‘Among the many difficulties one encounters in driving а new 
startling discovery deep down into the basic convictions of tbe people 
is one of frivolous objections, For example erudite teachers of history 
sometimes, in all honesty, refuse to Jod into stai esa 
та the ground that origina" istorica) sources are not quis. 
This иййшде of theirs os two falls, One и Wr Ce 

5 » am 
of the supercilious role of а judge to өрер, 


Жаңа (ы иде Бе а fading referee AY Ше | 
"he ober fault in Баг pocular жалі «Ы wed 


‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palson 


pronouncing attitude is the very mechanical, nonchalant. and even 
irresponsible way én which they raive an objection, that the source 
quoted Îs only ‘secondary’ and not "'original'". They feel they 
are therefore justified in ignoring my research - findings. They 
ди at this to ease the qualms of their academic conscience. 
To all such we would like to say that the technical objection of 
tho source being "original" or "secondary" is relevant only if 
tho facta cited are not admitted. Even a court of law and justice 
takes judicial notice of age-old facts. Similarly. scholars of history 
and for thst matter other branches of study, have got to take 
historical notice" of facts which are not disputed. 


For instance, in tho following pages when we quote Vincent 
‘Smith or Elliot and Dowson it is only to produce before tbe reader 
quick, cut and dry, capsule-form, well-digested, translated and 
summarised evidence from readily available volumes. So long as 
facta quoted by thom are not doubted the objection that the original 
source has not been quoted is absolutely unjustified if not downright 
mischievous. How many poople can yet access to the hand-written 
originals? If so many people do in fact handle those originals, 
how long will those originals be available for posterity? And what 
research could proceed to any appreciable degree if at every stage 
the researcher's footsteps are dogged with the argument that he 
has not produced all original sources, all over the world, in all 
langunges, on every point? This way it would be impossible to 
write even в word. Have the objectors themselves ever tried it 
їп the tomes they have written! 

Before the scholarly render thinks of raising any such objection, 
therefore, ме would request him to consider whether he disputes 
the quoted facts or words. If the facis or words quoted are not 
disputd they do not need any artificial props of authority, whether 
primary or secondary. 

‘The discovery that the Taj Mahal is а Hindu palace should serve 
to change the perspective of even the Government of India 
‘Archaeological Department. So far they had been under the impression. 
that И the (wo pairs of cenotapha were kept open to public inspection 
that wax being generous enough. But once it із admitted that the 
‘Taj Mahal is x puloce, that small mercy will not be enough. The 
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barred basements, the many towers, the upper storeys of the martie 
structure and the subterranean passage leading to the fort will all 
have to be well cleaned and thrown open to public view. 

In browsing through the subsequent pages the reader should 
be conscious of the very far - reaching bearing that our finding 
has on both Indian and word history. 

One very devastating effec of this book is that at one stroke 
it renders obsolete all the romantic and peeudo- histor bodge- podre 
written in prose or poetry about the Та) Mahal throughout the 
world during the ast 200 years. 

Architects, аз much as historians, may find much to шт 
and unlearn in reading through tbe following pages- 

Professional historians and architects would do well to get over 
their initial shock, consternation and disbelief, prepare themselves 
to jettison their traditional belief in the mythical Indo-Saracenle 
architecture theory, and instead lam to view extant mediaeval 
monuments as products of pure ancient, indigenous architecture. 
Suitable amendments in historical and architectural textbooks will 
have to be made sooner or later. 

Historians, architects and visitors to monuments should now 
be prepared to shed some of their carefully nursed assumptions 
based on fallacious tutoring and motivated brainwashing about the 
so-called Muslim contribution to mediaeval architecture. Muslim. 
‘contribution to mediseval architecture in. India and all over the world 
is severely limited to misappropriating Hindu, Christian or Zionist 
buildings by inscribing Arabic lettering outside or implanting 
ccenotaphs inside. The world-famous Taj Mahal, the Red Forts in 
Delhi and Agra, the so-called Jams Masjid in Agra, the so-called 
Fatehpuri Mosque in Delhî and the innumerable monuments in Ges 
Tice Ahmedabad, Jaunpur, Alahabod, Mandayyodh, Bidar, Bijapur, 
Fatehpur Sikri and Aurangabad are glaring and graphic intanet 
of such wholesale misappropriation and dncaption of the entire ЫШ. 


тезен. м. ш cl 
India and the world to expose what the late Sir „м. 

"ње impudent and interested fraud `" of Muslim hinted writer 
of the present book will be happy to gh 


= Toe Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palace 
кше and clues 

Layman sometimes ask tbat if the Taj Mahal existed centuries 
"before Mumtaz’ dosth in 1630-31, could not the radioactive carbon 
+ M test be applied to determine its age? This їз а question for 
aperta to answer. If they have an infalible method they would 
сатилу detect the difference in age of the material used in the 
‘enolaphs and in most other parts of the Taj Mahal. But for any 
such tst to be useful its margin of error must be precisely known 
A five to ten years* margin would not matter very much but if 
it entends to severa) centuries the tests would be unsuitable to 
verify the accuracy of the conclusion drawn from historical evidence 
that the Taj Mahal is а Hindu building commandeered for use аз 
а Muslim tomb. 

ur government should now address itself to the task of amending 
Ма tourist literature, histories, archaeological shibboleths and official 
dossiers on the Taj Mabal and other mediaeval building». 

‘And the entire citizenry sbould gear itself up to bring about 
* complete change in its historical outlook and perspective 


N-198, Greater Kailas-1 ne 
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PREFACE 
TO 


‘The Third Edition 


In presenting the third edition to the reader it giver me 
great satisfaction to record that the earlier universally beld blind 
motion about Shahjahan's authorship of the Та) Mahal has been. 
‘considerably eroded because of the evidence adduced in the preceding 
editions. This edition embodies three new chapters and some other 
major changes. 


In the earlier edition there were two chapters on Tavernier 
which we have trimmed and consolidated into s single chapter. 
‘Similarly, two separate chapters on the British and Maburssbiriys 
encyclopsedias have also been trimmed and made up into one, 


Out of the three new chapters added two adduce new evidence 
while the third answers specific questions which resders of salir 
editions have at times asked. 


of Physics. 
1 am grateful to Dr. A. W. Joshi, Department 
Meerut University, Meerut, for supervising Ube publicaio of thle 
edition. 


N. Ouh 
N-128, Grester Kailas-1 bi 
New Delbi = 110048 
February, 1974 


INTRODUCTION 
To 
This Edition 


This edition titled THE ТАЈ MAHAL IS А TEMPLE PALACE 
has buen out of print since 1970. 


Earlier two editions bearing the same title were published in 
1988 and 1969 respectively. 


Those were preceded by three other editions. The first one 
tilled THE MAHAL WAS A RAJPUT PALACE appeared in 1965. 
Thereafter a commercial establishment M/S India Book House brought. 
‘out two sleek, paperback editions of 5000 copies each in quick 
succession. Their worldwide sale channels made the book widely 
known through display in London book shope, five star hotels, 
railway stations and airports in many parta of the world. 


‘Then something happened and they dropped it like an hot brick 

Perhaps the Congress party in power in India dropped dark hints 
rough йз secret service of dire consequences to the publishers. 
There were two possible reasons. One was the fear that if the 
disclosure of the Hindu origin of the Taj Mahal was not throttled 
the enblock Muslim vote, which enabled the Indian National Congress 
to rule India would be lost. The other factor was the pressure 
of the scadenile block comprising professors of history, architecture. 
and archovology, bureaucrats manning related departments, tourist 
Officials and publicity media representatives who felt threatened that 
the un-verifiad sepulchral legend of the Taj Mahal that they had 
‘been sponsoring with great flourish and aplomb for over s century 
through photon, articles, books and exhibits would be exposed ss 
sheer propagandistic and bombastic sham. 


Sinos 1 lacked enough financial resources and wide sale outlets 


Motrododion » 


1 bad to resign myself to my book on the Taj Mahat 

‘ut of print though it had & unique вео ie role to perform. 
of awakening and warning the word community of being Мт 
and cheated by the concocted Shahjhan- Mumtaz legend of the 
Taj 


in fact the research methodology expounded in tracing th Hindu 
origin of the Tuj Maal in this book deserves to be ranked as a 
valuable contribution in itself since it vil help genuine, honest 
researchers rid history оГ a lot of chauvinistic sham and cant which 
clogs history because of long, alien rule and under allen-minded 
native rule. 

In 1960 a sincere friend, Mr. Arvind Ghosh settled in Houston, 
Texas, USA published a paperbedk American edition of my book 
title ТАЈ MAHAL - THE TRUE STORY which is stil wall 


1 am grateful to Mr. Stanand Setyadeva of Stanger, Natal, 
South Africa who too, like Mr. Ghosh, realizing Ube necessity of 
making tbe book avallable о serious and honest acholara and tourists, 
has generously offered to finance the publication of this edition 
tbe TAJ MAHAL IS A TEMPLE PALACE through hia charitable trust. 


Suarting from the first edition titled THE ТАЈ MAHAL WAS 
A RAJPUT PALACE every subsequent edition has included more. 
and more evidence, The present edition too has two additional chapters. 
опе indicates that 220 years prior to Mogul Emperor Stabjhun's 
accession to the throne his own remote ancestor, Tamerin had 
been so overcome by the beauty of tbe Taj Mahal that be wanted 
а similar building raised for himself in bis native place, Like every 
‘other mediaeval Muslim source the Arab chronicler who roris 
"Tumerhin's longing for the attractive contours of the Т Matal 
also severely shuns mentioning the name Taj Mahal with Islamic 
disdain for a Vedic term, Incidentally that Islamic hatred for the 
term Taj Mahal and Tumerlain's longing for en Kenta elie 
also prove that the Taj Mahal is not the "desi Muslim monument 
that it is made out to be. 


‘Toe other added chapter concerns the Carton - 14 ding of 
е Taj Mahal. 


à The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palase 


ты» dion is also being profusely Mustroted (rectifying an 
vere failing because of my meagre personal financial resources) 
eris to the unflinching liberal financial backing зо kindly and 
meron volunteered by Mr. Sbanand Satyadeva from his trust, 


The belief that Mumtaz bad on a romantic moonlit night entroated 
ber much-shamd spouse Shahjahan to bury ber in a dreamland 
monument is one of the many fraudulent canards set afoot to bedeck 
the concocted Shabjehan - Mumtaz - Taj mahal tangled triangle, 
Entire Islamic history is full of such unverified, motivated myths 
which need to be critically examined and determinedly exposed 


‘That in spite of the overwhelming available evidence produced 

їп this book in chapter after chapter proving that the Taj Mahal 
alias Tejomabalaya temple palace complex has existed centuries before 
Shahjahan, generations of modern scholars have for the last 150 
‘years been blandly and blindly passing on the unverified Shahjahan 
Mumtaz myth with great gusto and glamour. That is a measure 
of the mediocrity, gullibiity, academic dishonesty and intellectual 
inertia of modern scholarship. As with dozing sentries anything 
with а Muslim label passes their muster unquestioned, 


‘Toe second serious failing of modern historical scholarship is 
its total invensitivity and insincerity. Though Т have written book 
‘after book proving that renowned monuments from Kashmir to 
Cape Comorin are all Hindu though they are being tor-tommed 
as Muslim that has not disturbed the sonorus snoring slumber of 
any professional historian, historical body or university. 


Had they been true to their job they should have convened 
‘special sessions of regional and world historical bodies to re-examine 
the entire doctrine of historical Islamic architecture and either hauled 
те up before the bar of world historical scholarship or confessed 
1 tbe professional ineptitude of their entire fraternity and started 
* campuloory refresher course to purge their minds of the sedimenta 
of the cooked-up Islamic architecture theory. 


A practical instance of the total unconcem of the scholastic 
‘world ту revolulioriary finding that the entire Islamic architecture 
фу іа bescess was provided by the Encyclopaedia Britannica. 


dotreduction 


When 1 wrote to the chairman of the Board of ЖАМ 
encyclopaedia the surprising reply 1 тойн vis (ш they fa 
referred the matter to their expert and be had opined Ut mo. 
correction was called for. That amounted to placing supreme fh 
in the assertion of the accused himself that he is not gully, 


AD news media too have been equally guilty not only in fling 
to publicise this history shaking discovery but in actively going out 
Sua TS 
when any news items concerning the Taj Mahal, published in European 
or American newspapers routinely recalled that Shaaban was 1u 
‘originator I addressed letters tothe editor of Sunday Times, London; 
Christian Science Monitor, Washington Vost, New York Times and 
"Time magazine all of USA who carried tbe news, informi um 
of some salient points among the nearly 10 proofs that | Tuve 
discovered about the pre-Stahjihan existence ofthe Taj Mahal, yet 
they never allowed any of my Jettera Vo get published in their papers. 
This is a question not only of journaliste propriety but ewm 
of ethics. Should editors о out of thair way ta Уй oul important 
news even from the readers’ column ? Journalists often diim tht 
they have a nose for news. Аа such the sbovesnamed papers ӘЙ, 
have asked their correspondents in New Delhi la report in depth 
оп my revolutionary discovery that the Taj Mahal md Unda 
Gf other spectacular bistoric monumenta in Ida (an хві vo. 
Popularly ascribed to Muslim invaders are #0 cured roped 
Par from folowing that important scent sa news Nounds i edt 
Far train have behaved Ie mongrel with Die iil dnt 
their hind -leya terrified to expose tbe ality ' 
theory which amounts to professional dictatorship palsy and ume. 
‘The B.B.C. representative in Now Dé who ines ron 
documentary on historical mon 


though be was informe 
claim to that building 
the edifice was a temple of 


‘The Taj Mahal Is A Tempie Pu 


original builder from the look of tha 
Tika decor. They must be able to distinguish 


rai father of an historic building 
Sache from tbe mal fathu 


Temas rov no better- Der pega lending German magazine 
ER Is represente in Now Delt to interview me on my 
SEX dere езам the Muslim sutborsbip of historie 
linge T fot tiered Bot later атой thet they had p 


A ed бе write-up they published had ridiculed my 


ant poked fun at И 

There thus seems to be not only a total apathy 
semi among word news modio and historica) circles to 
suppress the news as much as they сал of the falsity of U 
architecture concept 

Tien that notorious mentality which bumed Joan of Arc as 
a wii м the stake and extracted an abject apology from Galileo 
le «каре а similar (ме for discovering and asser 
werk round tbe sun and not vice versa. 


hat the earth 


Tbe earth has turned many full circles since and brought about 
a qualitative change in punishment in a» much as it is not the 
жаке who is any more thrown into the fire but his dicoveries 
se certainly thrown into the raging fire of journalistic and scholastic 
кте a gotal gang-up under which far-reaching historical discoveries 
like mine are denied all serious debate and publicity by bureaucrats, 
‘news-rmedia bosses and professional historians 


Ia а pty that tourist officials, licensed 

oficial, guides, professional 

Basin, eras, rcli, journalists anda hot of others 

Teme ton oly describe the Taj Maal a having 
3 a трде are allowed Lo get away with their dogmatic 

Fes‘ Shhjeban assertions, with impunity d 


De Sti of Muslim Invaders to misrepresent all conquered 


inert ар 
MATE орт e be orm rona and the ince aae 
hare rend, the lani bone claims at face value lying down. 
© бй» enden. hltecture theory lo strike deep roots 


"— F 


ие ea 
mecum. vo ea tend à мө Qu EUER И 
im 
ЭУ а tini dada er engl ТШШ 
Turon a eater ey em imd 
ca e means e d e ЫШ ИГ 
cng «rowan te i et = 
шша, dor nios dr t O Rn 


Money makes the mare go runs a well-known adaye. True to 
that architecture-scholars of Ube two venerable American aca 
mentioned above hold a lere or two per yonr dating on so-all 
Dmie architecture, This is academics in the revere gr 
consolidating а falsehood instead of uprooting it 
In administering thet programme the acsdernie worthies of ihom 
two august educational establishments have not even bothered là 
oertain whether there is st all any Isic arcade 
They ought to know thst all renowned istorie budinga and 
vownships around the word are structures captured but nt balk 
to Muslim invaders. For instance Ue Dome on the Hack ad A 
Mega in Jerusalem, the Alhambra and Cano morain (A in 
Spain, the so-called Tamerbin mausoleum and Shah dnd In Runia 
and the Toj Mahal and thousands. of so-called mosques and tamba 
in Indis are all buildings captured ready-made by Taam: 
тошун inside captured 
Muslim invaders planted а few Lo 
‘buildings and scrawled some irrelevant ite trig onthe wita, 
T e such superficial tampering whieh bas misled ebd 
into attributing those buildings to Muslims: А. 
Believers in Islamic architecture ought to ve-exunino Ue. 
issue of Islamic architecture de novo ros a r A z 
They must first ask themselves whet ‘Mone 


оп record. 


‘Toe Taj Mahal 1s A Temm 
. ple Palace 
of eir oem. 7 They don't 
тыну isan doesn't have any architectural measuring unita 
ot is own 
Fourthly did they have any architectural academics any where 7 
‘The answer in ‘nil 
ну do they have any hereditary masonry professionals as 
he Hindus have in Indis ? There are none. Contrary Muslim 
invaders such as Mobammed Għaznavi and Tamerlain have recorded 
that they were so overwhelmed by the beouty and grandeur of 
Hindu forts, palaces, temples, townships and river ghats that in 
ha general massacres which they perpetrated of all Hindus they 
took care to separate and spare Hindus with masonary and 
architectura skills to be driven at sword-point to tend historie 
‘buildings or raise new ones in their own lands. Therefore, far from 


Muslims raising historic buildings in India it is the Hindus who 
have raised historic edifices in lands now occupied by Islam. 
needs to be realized that Islam originated in Месса only 1370 


‘years ago. In other lands swept by Islam it is not even that ancient. 
Such a short duration steeped in literacy, rape and rapine is neither 
відоме nor conducive lo conjure and develop а new style of 
architecture. 


Moreover invasions are undertaken to misappropriate victim. 
countries’ temples and palaces. The aim of all invasions is to captrue 
тему resources and not mere open tracts of land to raise mere 


mosques and tombs at that, of which there was no dearth in Islamic 
desert stretches, 


How iit that for generans didn't strike any scholar that 
MAN NOM жалады ecm are tombe and tombs 
mosques and mosques without any correspon: ? 

V palaces? Did 
== corpses need multi-storied palatial mansions with hundreds 
om ana ore of away we he але pontes Wn 

medi no roof over their heads ? The absence of such 
roer- questioning and cv cheding ылы û ты 
= vaunted modern research methods, =» ыы 


‘Yee nother failing of modern research practices ia their 


— 
» 

compromi Wilh snd ellos ЖЫ. 

plenty of evidence in the йоны pagas to dice at hat 

Соро consists of see brewer aio of Senet 

оло leval fors are opan Us pui whe toe de Ж ША, 

sala wit brick and ney Sun or am hap Regn 

4 by the Indian Government's Archaea Seve of ee 
(AS). Way sould no the word Bound the Ms ош М ta A 
бо foro to open all би ed ое Tod arias? ШАШ 
Pere deceptive опалы 71 d трон t pey le dde 
dence 7 Им the ASI been hann ta Ка p о bave Ge 
ere the water ia te етапни vil о we vr port 
fries, Мав ос зна 1а jeden, 

Bot the ASL being в ánh of the тес Миа Congr OOM, 
in power a employs ae shee nd el np Rd 
ihr own salary and poston, That и why ey ria from p 
sing whichis y to екса Mun fading epo Майа 
areis ed thereby вове the Covenant 


Professional historians too find themselves in а simile 
predicament. An average Muslim professor would be тшш to 

concede that the worldwide credit that attaches to Muslin а bilder 

of great buildings is misplaced, Tbe Hindu professor too having. 

earned the same falsified history is reluctant (eventhough convinced 

in the heart of his heart) о declare that history tobe untrustworthy 

for fear of attracting the hostility of bis ‘non-Hindu colleagues, 

since they all share alternating duties as paper: stiera, examine 
and staff selection committee members. 

All professors, museologista, archaeologists and architects also 
refrain from disowning false history because all of thi ademit 
degrees, tbeir published books and. research saper ve bem a 
‘on the presumption that the history they have darn e be 
truth. 

‘The minds of Christin profesor bees ting БИЙИН 


Љу the above mundane and mercenary 
Va а a forber exu that third pat В RE 


interested in the dispute whether historic 
Muslim. 


` 


“The Taj Mahal ls A Temple Pa 
» 


ston Ue very кэде» and burenucraa who derive thi 
таен frm pull funda re the ones who out of persona 

анай trscherosly betray the pathetic trust placed in them, 
Каш тс and connie o dish out only doctore, fraudulent 
certified’ history 

Ts is an appalling. situation. Whe al elders constantly 
кетише (ыг wards оп telling the truth they themselves spend 
Ty thar profesional lives in purveying historical falsehood about 
fhe orginal builders of historical monuments for instance 


‘The conclusion whether it was Shahjahan who started raising 
he Taj Mahal in 1611 A.D. аз а sepulchre or it was some Hindu 
Maharaja who hal bu it centuries earlier is not to be considered 
fe в Hindu: Moslim dispute and therefore to be severely shunnad. 
Jt ls а question of scienti 
mi a correct judgment as being able to distinguish between brass 
and gold 


academic competence and arriving 


‘the age of the structure, йэ size and decor also get smudged 
when a building gets ascribed to anyone at-random. Bureaucrats 
and acslmidans must have the courage to disown historical 
falsehoods the moment they are exposed, But such dedication to 
the historical truth is hardly ever scen. These days considerations 
‘of mundane self-interest makes academicians and bureaucrats fling 
the truth out through the rear windows of their offices 


Persons nol given to deep comprehensive thinking often 
Ignoruntly or out of prejudice Lend to dismiss the issue about the 
Tod crestor of the Taj Mahal. They argue that as over 350 years 


huve барме since Shabjahan’s death it matters little as to who 
was its reat builder, 


M certainly makes а ot of difference not only in one but in 
numerous waya 


1) Filly estimates of the age of the buildir jurat 

Жи LI building and its durability 
3) Wa decor displaying cobras, tridenta, "От" ћи 

, trident, shaped flowers, 

hs. ids, conch-shell-type foliage, the coconut-topped pinnacle 

octagonal festres would be inexplicable if the Taj were taken 


ЕА 


a 
to be n Muslim vepulchro. 


3) The absence of the term Taj Mahal in M 
i Muslim court 
would have to be properly explained Бы 
4) И any government in the word would 
‘eer want 
en edie rivaling Ub Т Ma wad R leve fs apical КО 
for the marte and architectural expen 2-0 ds rn жий 


excuse itself confessing thst i bas neither th splendid stone nor 
the expert workmen, 


5 


omnolent journalists often tend to public the repr of. 
inlay work in the Taj Mahal, Red Fort ete. being done by Muslim. 
craftsmen, hinting thereby that tbey must be of Iranian origin. 
That is the result of the faulty history taught to them, The artisans. 
may be Muslim by religion today but their architectuni sts devolve 
from tbeir Hindu forefathers who were foros! ta convert during 
Muslim rule 


Our research has firmly established that the term Taj Mahal 
is a popular malpronunciation of the ancient Hindu nama 
‘Tejomahalaya and that it was built centuries before Shahjahan. We 
have cited relevant evidence suggesting that the Taj Mahal could 
be the crystal-white Shiva temple built during the reign of Raja 
Paramardidev as evidenced by a Sanskrit inscription, 


үа we feel thst more research needs (à be done Зу opening 
up the thousands of sealed chambers of the severi ven аб 
buildings and other rnuli-stared edifices (suc athe Nagar Kas) 
to probe their hidden contenta since they cout yield а number 
of idols, inscriptions, coins, documents c. 

‘The name "Temple Palace’ included inthe te of thin volume 
tas а spcal connotation. "ho term Tejomabslye (ns ТЫ MASS 
that ма survived generations of Muslim vandalams; Ra oan 
hp and (he Vedic етапи t have ben in are eS - 
that the Taj Mahal was originally planed and buih AA 
шене consecrating. Stiva's‘Tejling in ita сЗа adam 
surrounded by a gem-studded gold lint 

later when Muslim redes топ Mota Gl ettet 
ranseckod and desecrated i the magnifice ТАВА 


т 


2 ‘The Taj Mahal Is A Tempie 
o be used as а palace by whosoever ruled Ag 
‘Shahjaban's court ch 


That could by 
the explanation why the Bod 

Bicovieiger it as Manzi-e-Raja Mansingh" (i. e. Roja Mansingh" 
Thus Raja Mansingh was tbe last Hindu owner in the 


mansion) 
еюге! and scarred history of the Taj Mahal 
Anyway that history must be lid bare. And since the 


мемен! Survey of India (ASI) is not only siting tight over 
dt but is also misleading the world of tourists and scademics through 
fis notices at the entrance to the Taj Mahal ascribing its creation 
as a Mogul cemetery to Shahjahan, world tourists who are charged 
n entrance fee to see that Taj Mahal, would do well to sue the 
ASI and the Govt, of India's Tourist Department too. Any citizen 

The relief 
The AST 
ist from 
attributing the origin of the Taj Mahal to Shabjaban 2) All the 
locked rooms in all the multi-storied buildings in the Taj Mahal 
complex should be open to visitors (3) The ASI should be directed 
фо open up all the rooms in all the stories of all the buildings 
barred by Shabjaban with brick and lime and study the evidence 
at may be discovered (4) Free entry on Fridays causing a revenue 
lors to the Government should be discontinued because there ia 
по mosque in the Tejomabalaya premises (5) Recitation of namaz 
in the west flank building should be banned because it is the reception 
pavillon of а Shiva temple. (6) If free entry on Fridays is to be 
ennlinued Mondays should also be free-entry days because Mondays 
have a special spiritual significance for Shiv worship. 


Т believe such legal redress could be sought by residents of 
‘bar countries too in their respective courts of low. Because their 
scholars and tourists lured to tour India are misinformed about 
the real origin of the Taj Mahal and other historic buildings for 
all the Lime and travel expenses they spend and the entry fees 
у pay. 


ot people in India and abroad take such determined steps 
tr lie chating and fooling by Govt. agencies ín India in the 
ame of history won't sop. Envoys and foreign ministries of other 


of citizens also must seek similar legal redres 


to be asked for from the court should be as under - 1) 
and the Tourist Department should be ordered to d 


— š 


rica must also pot pressure on the Government of India and 
countries a in their respective countries to ensure Ihat Ldr 
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ھردر ,1 حدا می ماقت رمان زررهای vat ee‏ 


glà git چ‎ Blas از +تدی در زندگی بار پري شد‎ m 
»نوي پر‎ и AT بمو درل‎ a 


ius 
که ان‎ - de zn معررش‎ Ho, رها جولي‎ cay 
gS را که از‎ Mls احلاص مار بی‎ af cas 


اي و 2i:‏ 
К.» uif‏ ر eiat‏ رای درات اید data‏ می نمر ۔ 
Seal gales!‏ و در dep d ym‏ 
نه بو. » که اگرگفتار ار fa‏ راهني دارو 
om AT ула‏ ہی مرد ار پاک Mf‏ = چو Уз‏ 
١ Дж гуру ay‏ طاع olay‏ بی نظام дз,‏ را My hà‏ 
ېرت داد که دا ءل lanl‏ در SHAE‏ ر йаз pay бле»‏ 
br‏ جا Ad‏ آں بد GEO Чи. onto all‏ ماي از 
чей»‏ این ail)‏ تدحت Jaia Иру чами dest‏ 
atis sabe yay oy‏ تیان M‏ 
t‏ را که بد رو حه ار a ba‏ برده ۔ ازتلت آذرنه ای эзе‏ 
تد ۔ oT‏ را :ا Aye ili‏ ر مرمع ST‏ بی تظام rite‏ 
uM‏ خود Atta pays‏ امال Сала‏ مامات او je‏ مول بابد 
ر با منشور نوازش зун}‏ مرمع ر در е)‏ بی Ae‏ با زین طا 
دیگری hi‏ رادار V‏ زین Чг yet‏ عرب رتنع خان 
plat antsy) Sia tA‏ چل هزار «ч»‏ مرادرازگردید ۰ 
jy‏ «معه probe‏ جمادي الرلی تش مقدس Aisne‏ 
شقدس yh‏ مرد aj ian Ue‏ را Gu jii‏ امانت مدت 
Page 402 of the Badshahnama, Vol. 1,‏ 
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tine laa‏ و زمدنی در 
وزات که جوب ررب ae aT‏ جام امت ر 
رل Hodie aly‏ بود = و درینوتت бә» sald‏ 


رل el ul‏ را قوز pla‏ انمت ۔ رما 
ادر ott gren‏ خد رما pel‏ دیاب eal gif‏ 


аыл ales ved т 
ain ef چ وه ر اک‎ vid 


و تبن میت نرا 


Aurangzeb's Letter (See Chapter 4) 


IN the city of Agra in North Inia, on the banks of the Yamuna, 
stands в beautiful, majestic builing-complex known as the Tj 
Mahal. It is by far the biggest tourist attraction in India and one 
of the most renowned in the world, Three centuries of misinformed 
pressure-publicity has resulted in focusing visitor attention only 
on two cenotaphs inside Ube Taj Mahal to the exclusion of t otber 
remarkable features. ‘The result has been disastrous to а detailed. 
study of both ita history and architecture: 


Until we alerted the publie and governments the world over 
through our book titled Taj Mahal Was A Rajput Palice, published. 
їп 1955, it had been universally believed that the Taj Mahal originated 
as a Muslim tomb. Tbe traditional universal belief of the uninformed 
lay visitor, based on mere hearsay, has been that the Taj Mahal 
owes its creation to tbe gres amorous attachment that the 
{ifth-generation Moghul ruler of India, Sbabjihan, bore to his wife 
Mumtaz. On her death the disconsolate Emperor, they believe, raised 
the massive and spacious Taj Mahal as a monument to his love: 
History students, teachers, scholars, researchers and 
government officials connected with history and archaeology aem. 
to be hardly better informed than tbe lay “isitar. At best, Коу, 
teachers and officials carry a few spurious details about the Tal 


counterfeit, mutually inconsistent and anomalous poii be esl 


з ‘The Taj Mabal Is А Tempie Palace 


every part of the world rapturoulsy recounting to us how the cont 
Го, Tuj Mahal could be anything between four to ninety million 
Pupas, the designer could be anybody from a Turk, Persian or 
inten to в Prenchman, the period of construction could be anywhere 
between 10 and 22 years, and Mumtaz, the so-called Lady of the 
"Taj Mahal, could have been buried in its basement or upper Noor 
at any lime from six months to nine years after ber death. These 
are only а few sbeurdities, anomalies and inconsistencies of the 
‘Taj Mahal story. There are many more which we propose to expose 
in the following pages. 

We would like to record at the very outset our wonder as 
to bow for 350 long years people tbe world aver believed tbe arrant 
nonsense tbat a stupendous and fabulous monument like tbe Taj 
Маа could at all be raised, at least in India, to commemorate 
camal love. Such puede credulity may be al right in tbe 
mumbo-jumbo of romantic fiction but is hardly justified in tbe 
context of the hard facta of Muslim courts in mediaeval India. 

Before believing in the ''fabuous mausoleum'' theory, two 
questions may be asked. Firstly, where are the historical records 
describing Shahjahan's romantic attachment to Mumtaz - one of 
bis 5,000 consorts, prior to ber death ? Secondly, bow many palaces 
64 Sbabjahan bud for bis sweetheart Mumtaz while she was alive 
‘before be built one over ber dead body ? 

Histories are sient on both these points. The answer to the 
firt is that there are no accounts of the Sbahjahan Mumtaz romance 
because there never was any. That so called romantic attachment 
was а graft to justify the mythical creation of tbe Тај Mahal as 
a wonder tomb. Tbe answer to the second question is that Shahjahan 
Фа not build any palace for Mumtaz alive or dead. 

We would commend this method of asking challenging questions 
to oneself at every stage to ensure thst one's premises are flawless 
before proceeding with one's research. 

We would Eke to record emphatically bere that bowever much 
й may please Western sentiment, the notion that tbe Тај Mahal 
ja a marble phantom of the love thst Shahjahan bore for Mumtaz, 
ls simply sily. It never happened in mediseval India and probably 
‘never happens anywere eise in tbe world. Every Moghul monarch 


pity that in the mistaken belief of 
for Mumtaz, historical эму отм Waal ê eee 
300 years, conjuring up fantastie details. In the proome i 
for to check-up on ia facta and see that they ares km orninan 
wit one another. The resi, therfore, hs ben n hay n 
Ton inde! vi a sis of atop E 
Since the fictitious ecoounta of Ње Taj Mab 
à comping il of tala Egone ge ө 
much accounts could have bem conjured op ia amy part of the 
Тоба by anyone enamoured by the mythical Shajahan gend, dug 
be last 350 years. But we propose to present in this volume а 
‘select assortment of those fictitious socounta and prove bow bag. 
and mutually inconsistent they are. 
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CHAPTER П 


ADMISSION IN SHAHJAHAN'S 
OWN BADSHAHNAMA 


А CLEAR, unequivocal and disarming sómission that the Taj 
Mahal is « Hindu palace commandeered for use as в Muslim tomb 
{a contained in Shahjahan's own court chronicle written by a paid 
courtier named Mulla Abdul Hamid Lahori. 

In Elliot and Dowson we are told, ''Badshahnama of Abdu’ 
"Hamid Labori is а history of the first twenty years of tbe reign 
of Shuhjahan... Abdul Hamid himself says in his preface, that the 
Emperor desired to find an author who could write the memories 
of his reign in tbe style of Abul Fazl's Akbarnams. He was 
recommended to tbe Emperor for the work, and was called from 
Patna, where he was living in retirement, to undertake the 
composition,“ From this passage it is clear that Mulls Abdul Hamid 
Labori wrote the Bedshahnams (in Persian) as an official chronicle 
зі Emperor Shahjshan's own command. The Persian text in ite 
‘original form is published by the Asiatic Society of Benga). Reproduced 
dsewbere in this book are pages 402 and 403 of Vol. 1 of this 


‘There are 22 lines on page 402 and 19 on pege 403. We have 
jumbered them serially so that those who cannot read the 


3 The History of Indis as Told by its Own Historians. Yo 

XE, Та Porbumcu Papers ofthe ше Bir П. М. Hoh K.C.B, milet 
euer John Dowson, MR AS... vate) 

ft redo RA... published by Kitab Maal (Pr 


2. Persian ter of Mulla Abdul Hamid’s Badshahnama, in two volumes, 
pullis by the Айше Society of Bengal in the Biblorheca [dics series 
obtained tbe pbotostat from the copy in the National Archives, Government. 
du. o Demeter 198. Copien of that publication are ашын 


{important institutional libraries Indian 
; throughout the worl, dealing with 


amie Sais Orn Bin 
a 
yo np аша aan 
rendering Ric, 
A TRANSCRIPT ОР THE FERSAN PASSAGE. IN Ow 
CHARACTERS (PAGE 402) * 


Har dor ы bam jada mew wb sha 
‘beemar shudah ч p 


Persian script may follow the ine: 
script and later the Ппе-ћу ле. 


2. та ez cane dar dag par sare sud : 
Fateh Khan. o 


3. Pisare Ambar ba wa зейге Yaminuddoulih Asif Khan arrah 
dasht mehlawe bar 


4. Dowlat khwahi wa из jooee firistadah manroox deshta bod 
keh ein 


5, Khidmatguzar ikhlas shisar benizamra keh e koa binl wa 
К 

6. Guzcence bed sayaall wa mukbalifate кийуа-ө-бон!-е-йий 
mecaad mee namood 

7. Mugavyad sakhteh ummidwari-i полга: budabhl at, wa 
dar jawabe nan farman 

в. Quzah jiriyan (sic) iue sudoor умы awd Meh ar 
far e-oo farooghe rastee darad 
Jahan га az salaishe wajoode besawand:¢-00 pak garda 
chun Fateh Khan 

10. Band sz waroode hukme Балта burane:by-sliam tad 
farjam ra khufah namoodeh 

11. Sbobarat dasd keh ba ajale tabeeyoo dar uui wa Hameln 
nam pisare Darsalne 

12. Oora janasbin-e-aan badaayeen pundar 
mebnee ax 

13. Hagiit-e-ein waqueh ba dast- 
помагале moatamade 00 

14. Bood, bs dangahe salsteen panah 
sabir shud keh 

15, айе ra ke be daroone hisar 


need, Wa arah dace 


Muhammad Tom Wh i 


` 


"The Taj Mahal Ts A Temple Palace 


a e ge (opps) mayai оман 


I. Sd en rubs nai ыры eben 
rahe piae 
aime Rhod be resme peshkash usal numayal ta 
milisessie oo, изе qubul yabad 

їй. Wa ba nanshoorenawazish kahpob murassah wa da yake Iroqui 
be fint 

19. Demgare Тизе rah waar ba zin-e-mutalas’ mashoobe 


‘Shulkrllah Arib wa Fateh Khan 
ж, Pa Dow шшш! farisbtadand. Oodajiram ba benam -e-chihal 
azar rooplah tarfaras gardeedeh 
Roose.uma' bafdahum Jamadil awal naashe muqaddase 
munifiro јесте 
2 Togeddus haarat mebd alia Mumta 
запеа а amnanat mudafoon 
(РАСЕ 403) 
Zi Booi mamhoobe Baishehzadae namadaar Muhammad Shah 
Эни Bahadur a Wazir Khan. 


24, Wa Suti (ыс) Unniss Khanum keh ba mijaz shanasi wa 
krardaanoe bo darise aolace pesh 


mancera keh ba 


25. Das we wagaalat elaan Мыке Jahan malikae Jahasniyaan 
төө bood, rawane-e 


Ж. Төл Khslafao Akbarabad namoodand wahukm shud keh har 
ти dar rah aaah e bisiyar 


Zi. Wa drstim wa dananeere be shumar ba fuqra wa nayazmadaan 
һара, wa zamine dar 
3. Нїшум rift wa nizaahat keh junoobrooe aan misr jaama 
aim 
Э. Реб а ein Manail-e Rajah М, 
е Rajah Mansigh bood wadaree wa: 
sig at ba 
30. мыле 
tabe tag des bara-e-madfan e ann bashist muwaattan 
a 


Agni Rain Jaisingh husule win dowsira fom neem danisht 


‘Admission in Shahjahes'e Ovi Wall. 


40, 


а 


пата = 


Az rooe ahaliyast keh dar 


diniyeh naguzir unt hewan burn ug 


Der mna man adimere 
farmoodand. = 


asd ax rasidane nam ba aan shahar- 
dabun Jamadi Ussanieh 


‘arama bahar pan 


———— HB 
pak sipurdeh аатай == 


Wa mutasaddiyan -e dar khilafah ba hukme muitos 
waqt turbat -e-falak martabate : 
Aan jahan еа az nazar pstiand. wa ліе iun 
membre 
Rafi bunyan keh а rastakbeez dar blades умру Hmm 
ү 
Hazrate Sahib Qarah-e-saani bashed wa dir wire 
mamoodare istigamat 
Azayam bance tarah afgandand wa mlandisane dorem wr 
mosmaran-e-sannat 
Aafreen chal lakh roopah лја ein Isis bar wun 
anmoodand 

HEREUNDER 18 THE LINE-EY-LINE ENGLUSH RENDERING 

(PAGE 402) 


Both were separated from one another and with Uhar unjust 


atrocities fell il 

Aner some time during Bis father's Uime (he) pase! enm 
Prior to this since Fatebkhan 

Son of Ambar through Yaminodasii jud hl wild 


a petition. 


№. 


18 


The Taj Mahal Ta A Temple Palace 


e under rigorous imprisonment - and 1 bope 


раз dan lity of that death -inflicting 


o reve Royal mercy and in vali 


Royal order... has had the honour of bring and if that 
коштим has any truth in it 


Den this work! should be relieved of the existence of such 


ince Fatabkhan 
a person si 


Aar reciving the royal order — obeyed by the world - be 
эшем! arguments and excuses for his bad administration 
And publicised it to appear as a natural death and Hussain 


named son of Darsaleh was. 


Made successor gally and a petition far from tbe 


Кокту of this event (was) sent through Mohammad Tbrahim 


‘one of his L 


usted emp 


And the court of the Protector of Ki 
had to be strictly complied with 


issued an onder 


or be taken inside Daulatabad fort and starved 


And he with a the splendour and glory and fan 
[TP 


ompanied 


EWert (son) а» per tradition be given a send off, so that 
Ми requests were accepted 


And equipped with the gracious charter (order) and with two 
borses - one Iraqui with golden saddle 
Tbe other - Turkish with an ornamental golden saddle through 
Shukunullah Arab and Fatebichan 
Were sent to Daulatabad - and Udajaban was honoured with 
* reward of 10,000 rupees — 
Friday + Mh Jamadi-ul-awwal the sacred desd body of the 
Ariel lo the kingdom of heaven, Her 
Moines, hasst Mumtam! Zamani 
Vemporeriy, was sent — 

(PAGE 403) 
Жерине! by prinos Mohammad Shah Shuja Bahadur, Wazir 


who was buried 


Misano in Shhlahan's Own loda 


Khan — Li 
m 


iun Nisa Khan 

am = we lew 

the (deerme) vo mad Be temperament of 

And was well vernd in the 
tbe quem of quens a 


Was bro 


ob and repre the veep 


was issued that very day 


During tho joumey eountless cons ba dis 


fakirs and needy, The Ec = 


covered with а majestic magnificent lush 


of н great city and тою 


Amidst which (arden) the buding known ss the р 
(Manzil) of Raja Mansingh, at present owned by Raja Jang 
Grandson (of Mansingh), was selected for the buf of the 
Queen. whose abode in in heaven 

though Raja Jaisingh valued it gres as bancs haritaga 
and property, yet be would huve bien wrestle lo part wilh 
it gratis for the Emperor Shabjaban 

(Sul) out of shoer scrupulousness so exec mailers 
of bereavement and religioun nanctity (thinking It improper 
to take bis palace gratis) 

în exchange of that Canli Mansi) grand place, e (Jaisingh) 
was granted а piece of government land 

After tho arrival of the dead body In thut groat ФУ (Agr) 
ов 15th Jamadul Sani 
Next year that illustrious body of the heveny Queen we 
Ini to rest 

"The officials of the capital, according to the гуй ande of 
the day, under the sky-high lofty mausoleum 

н (the toy of) that pou dy from the erm ol wa 
and this Palace CImarat-e-Aalihan) so majesie (ee) 
with a dome 

So опу that in ita stature (IO ie 
of sky-dimensions 


a memorial to Ub cose 


EM 


‘The Taj Mahal le A Temple Pa 
A ace 


э. (of) Said Qarani SANT (lhe King) and in strength so mighty 


olution se fum - the foundation was ld and 


п Ан 
= ih for sight and archietects of talent 


geonricuns wit 
di. Incurred an expenditure. 
To mae ts pese в Ийе more coherent and cler we would 


of Rs. 40 lakhs on this building. 


де to explain a few points. 

тире Shahjiban's wie Arjumand Banu died in Ruri 
ке tween 1829 and 162 A.D. Her body was buried in 
Pdl tere ba is sid to ave teen esbumed after about six 
Ps and transporte io Agra. Even this single detail should 
TE мп enough to alert discerning and thoughtful people that 
allium must have come by а handy ready made mausoleum 
Way die would be disturb and remove a body well bid to rest 
and lave Н cari to Agra, 600 miles away! He wouldn't want 
Toto be transferred from one open grave to another without some 
‘purpose. Even а commoner's body is not so Lied with, let alone 
That of û queen and believed to be a very ‘beloved’ one at that 
Moreover if Shahjibin bad really commisioned the Taj Mahal be 
жой have raised it at Burbanpur where Mumtaz was already buried. 
Buch careful checking at every stage, во essent accurate. 
Historical resoarch has been lacking in the field of Indian history, 


‘The body of Mumtaz was removed (if st all) from Burhanpur 
ойу because Jaisingh’a palace had by that time been commandeered 
Tor ber re-burial in Agra. The site chosen for her burial in Agra 
hed immense verdant grounds (Sub Zamini - as the Badshahnama 
ema It). This shows that the place bad also a lush planted royal 
amie wound Mansingh’s palace. Inside those grounds was 
Maringh's mansion (manzil) which was then in the possession 
of his grandson Jaisingh - says the Badshahnama 
Jt should be noted that Raja Mansingh's mansion does not 
тыкву mean one bulk by bim. only means that during 
sis лия R was known as Mansing's mansion because 
Mansingh was йа lst famous occupant. That was an ancient Hindu 
ding that had ultimately devolved on Mansingh, and then оо 
Ain ut deo be remonte tet. e Taj Mita 
messer devolve on Mansingh through the direct line 


май in Shahan’ Own ыд, 


of descent. Such mansions 3 
Roast vade, aie eg ee 


On arrival in Agra, Mumtaz’ 


dome of Майда рии тыша 
the Badshahnama. Earlier it tells us м 


confounded historians huve further smmumel, baselaniy, 
Shaaban ио озше m op a МЫ We 
should Shahjahan exchange one plot of land for mother? И be 
did why would he not mention the location of the plot ven to 
Jaisingh ? What is worse is that historians cl some spurious or 
‘misinterpreted documents to sy that Shahjahan exchange! a group 
‘of mansions to oblain an open plot of land from Jaisingh lo raise 
the Taj Mahal. Would a stingy, haughty Suthjahan stoop to mang 
such an inequitable barter? Moreover the adshahuums dearly 
‘asserts that it was Jaisingh who was given land while Shabjahan 
got Mansingh's garden palace in exchange. This is one more detall 
proving how the entire Shahjahan legend of the Taj Mahal is wif 
fictitious from beginning to end. 

Obviously thin exchange is а mere eyewash, Wha would ber 
with any equanimity а fabulous building being exchange! for = 
‘open piece of land ? Secondly, the 
ту because tbe locaton and dimensions of be plat af nd ver 
to Jaisingh are not mentioned. Thirdly. there was no love ort 
between Shahjahan, an “erbearing Muslim fase pone, unl 


Ш 


s The Ts] Mobal fs A "Templa Pul 


Tor элд long years humanity all over the world has been duped 
into ейл that Shahjahan acquired а piece of open land from 
Жанм. ‘This in should have induced some re-thinking at east 
Dionis students of history. Why should Shahjahan, an emperor, 
BH o bag am open plot of land from a subservient nobleman 
in Suhjshan’s own S-generation-old capital ? Did not Shahjahan 
Tessens vast lanis himself? He robbed Jaisingh of a magnificent 
dled palace which was considered fit to bury his queen in 


‘he palace had s sky-high dome underneath which, the author 
ofthe Redshanama telis us, Mumtaz's body was hidden (I.e. buried) 
from the eyes of the world by the officials ofthe realm at Shahjahan 
command. Such command again was unnecessary unless Mumtaz 
fal to be buried in somebody else's property. The use of the word 

"command" is thus significant. We shall show that 104 увага earlier 
Emperor Bubur also refers to this domed palace. 


This mention of the dome is of far-reaching importance lo 
refute the false notion entrenched in Indian history and architectural 
and civil engineering textbooks that the dome is а Muslim form 
of architecture. The Bidshahoara clearly tolls us that the Hindu 
palace taken over for Mumtaz's burial had a dome. Incidentally 
the edifico is also described аз а "'sky-bigh"" mansion, though 
those adjectives have been also interlinked with Shabjahan"s courage 
and valour. 


Since the Taj Mahal has been admitted to be a Hindu palace 
‘capped with a dome it should not be difficult to comprebend that 
the so-called mausoleums of Akbar at Sikandra and of Humayun 
and Bafdarjang In Delhi, which have been often compared with the 
Taj Mahal are all” erstwhile Hindu palaces conquered and misused 
25 Muslim шты. 


line 40 in the above passage says that the Emperor engaged 
aornetriclans and architects for tho project. This does not in the 
oust prove that ho had a mausoleum constructed from the foundation 
upward, Geometricians and architecta were needed to plan the digging 
of the grave in the centre of the basement chamber and raise 8 


3. This prt has been more fully dealt with in chapter П of my book 
‘Same Blunders of Indian Historiesi Research published in July ИЕ. 


‘Admission in Shabjahun's Own ылым 


motah exactly over it in the centre of the ы 


ол the ground floor and in the basemant of he чел 
Wide риме. The айнаш ыш 

to guide the removal of some marble stones, here te 
engraved on them in lettering of various sas, depen 
gh which they were lo be rid, ana шуй е e 


words Толо vm lid ty 
заи енти. Tho are memini nt жн Wege a 
Firstly, since а corpse is always interred in в үй, filing up the 
Sten ver tne body "ug Tomás op a 

it has also а figurative meaning. By burying the body in an Hindu 
palace, Shaun in à way ald the foundation os Mul gen 


Such figurative but meaning) use of the temm ^4 
EXEC 
that. by his conquests Napoleon id the foundation of the Proen 
‘empire. Docs this mean that Napoleon ordered some digging and 
brick, mortar and stone for the edifice of the Trench empire? 
Similarly Stuhjahan “laid the foundation " of hia wifes grew by 
ordering some building material bucause he ud chosen comm 
* ready fabulous palace. It should alvo be notad that many Muslim 
chroniclers use that fraudulent term "lad the foundation’ ta 
suggest falsely that Muslim rules buil lange buding. 

М is such logical and legi interpretatione we would ike to 
commend ай historians. Hitherto they have beso une t glow (vr 
inconvenient words and phrases, ignore significant ратар, makt 
fantastic sevumptions, bover in а word of unr, brb the 
ordinary and natural meaning of words «nd oos eri 
yes altogether to logic and gal sifting of eden 
pathetic faith im forgeries and füsebeodi. Su slpsbd aad 
unsatisfactory methods will have \ be given up if Indian НИО 
haa to be rid of йз many mistaken concepts and abil 


About the sum of four million e CU Deed 
Radshahnama tels un was expended on the building, 
ia simple. AL the outact we would йе a appro th reer o 
the weakness of Muslim chroniders for еритш fuse 
boost the glory of their royal partons, Alling for MODE 
of exaggeration we may assume tat the actual exper pU 
to be expendod may well ave been n tha neighbour 


= 


million rupes 


‘Thereafter wo have to consider another factor. In th 


rampant during Moghul ti 
for much projects in 
Чотон! profits of 


del а large percentage of overhead, 


innumerable middlemen. Making dug 
же may assume that the actual 


allowance for such Inflated estimat 
penses should have been in the nihbourhood of two million rupee 

The two million rupees (or even four million for that matter) 
could be sity spent on digging and fling up a grave in the basement, 
raising s omotaph in the ground floor central octagonal chamber, 
Covering them with costly mosaic of stones to match and merge 


ds of rooms, 


Shh the palace Mooring, barricading the hundr 
Yentlators, staircases, doorways, balconies and corr 
even storied marble Tejomabalaya Hindu Temple P 
û engraving the Koran on the walls of the edifice. The engraving 
pecesslated raising а huge scaffolding to the towering height of 
the seven-storied edifice around its massive girth and its many 
lofty gateways and arches. Such mosaic Mooring and Koranic 
engraving necessitated the removal of the stone pitching of the 
Hindu palace at places and replacing it. New stones had also to 
be ordered to replace those which chipped off or broke in this 
tampering and tinkering. Hiring of highly paid artisans, ordering 
of stone from great distances and raising of a costly scaffolding 
accounts for the expenditure mentioned by the indshahnama. 

We shall quote in the next chapter the French merchant visitor 
‘Tavemnive to testify thet the scaffolding cost much more than the 
entire work done. This would prove that the work done was the 
comparatively insignificant lettering at precarious heights on the 
arches of the Taj Mahal and sealing six stories. 

We wonder on what authority later writers have placed the 
cont of the so-called construction of the Taj Mahal at anywhere 


€ P. Z3, Blot and Dowson, Vol. VI. Ii is stated, “De Sacy also 
mention the exaggerated account of property and expenditure, asta the 
number of elephants, borses, ete. and the cost of Бай. and such 
Uke, in the Memoirs (ot Jehangir) translated by Price, compared with 
be more moderate Kalementa given in Anderson's extracts" 


Mision in Shahjahen's Own Ratshahname 
" 

ak) when вынула 
id, ces it at су a, 
untae evidence, nly 
+ at мә ride Indi, 
he mort monstrous conces 


upto Ra. 90.17 million (Rs. 9 crores and 17 
own court-chronicler, Mulla Abdul Hami 
40 lakhs (four million rupees). It is such 


sämitted, by flouting rules of methodology 
history with errors, of which perhapa 
the origin of the Taj Mahal. 


CHAPTER Ш 


TAVERNIER 


HAVING noted in the preceding chapter that Shahjahan's own 
court-chronicler admits the Taj Mahal to be а domed Hindu palace 
commandeered for queen Mumtaz's burial, we pro 
in thie chapter that the French traveller Tavernier's test 
fully corroborates our conclusion and proves the traditional 
legend Vo be bases. Tavernier visited Indis during Emperor 
Shahjahan's time. He has left us some notes on tbe Taj Mahal 
‘which should be useful in arriving at the truth about tbe origin 
of that mansion. 


hahjshan 


Before examining his testimony le us first yet introduced to 
him. The Mahwashireeya Jayankosh tels us’ 

“Jean Baptiste Tavernier, а French jeweller, toured India for 
Ande between 1641 and 1668 A. D. His travel account is mainly 
devoted to commerce. He used to sojourn at Surat and Agra (while 
in India), He visited all parta of Indie, including Bengal, Gujarat, 
Punjab, Madre, Kamstak, etc. He owned a vehicle. He had to 
pend В». 000- for the cart and pair of bullocks. "The bullock» 


Tavernier 


protection against highway robbery’. 
‘Tavernier has recorded (in his book titled 
being learned, he bas not recorded much 
commerce was concerned." 


In the sbove passage which tells us who 
are three points significant for our discussion, 
was in India sometime between 1641 and 1658 A, 
it may be remembered that Mumtar had 
1629 and 1612. Tavernier arrived În India n 
EARS o 
the mythical bulding of the Taj Mahal commenced wis a far 
months of ber death. AS against that we are ying W quoa iar 
that according to Tavernier the work commenced and ened 

his stay in India. That is to say, according to Tavernier no work 
was undertaken concerning Mumtax’s tomb at least for ЇЇ years 
afr ber death, since Tavernier arrived in India only sometime 
in 1641. According to some Muslim accounts which we shall quate 
hervafLer, the Taj Mahal was complete starting from the foundations, 
by 1643. Readers may note this glaring Inconsistency between the 
Muslim and Tavernier's versions, Same of the former sy that 
the Taj Mahal was complete by 1643 while Tavernier talis us that 
the work conceming the mausoleum was not even Begun by ш 
least 1641. We shall quote the relevant versions Inter. The other 
point to be noted in the above quoted extract is that since Tavernier 
was not а scholar, his attention was concentrated primarily on 
wealth and commerce. 

‘The third point is that though Taverne was in Indie 
intermittently ший 1668, Shahjaban had bem depo an 
incarcerated by bis son Emperor Aurangzeb in 1658. That bı to 
му, И we go by Trverier's testimony, tbe work mamit 
Mumtaz's mausoleum commenced some time after 1641 and 

have ended much before 1658 when Shahjiban become а! 
Prisoner of his own son. But we shall show that 

‘notes that the work took 22 years to completa, That 

even if the work began in 1641 it ended only in 1051. 
impossible since Shabjahan was no longer oa the! 
Such glaring anomalies in the traditional Tu] Mahal 


‘Tavernier was, there 
One in that 


D. In this connection 
ied sometime betwen 


` 


‘The Taj Mahal Ia A Temple Palace 
ч 


anybody's attention. That proves that ng 
done regarding tbe origin of the Taj Mahal 
Tus remained content with merely quoting 


К, 
exem 


out de reconcile them. 


Жаы noe quid ibe Enccipd Britannias for à mare 
ierra saunas with Tavernier. 
rece, Jm Зарада (105-160), Prench traveller and 
sts a th Inda, vas бот in 189 at Paris whee bi 
Tet id and uncle Machines, Protestants from Antwerp, 
ue м profession of geographers and engravers... His farthest 
PEST i уху vis Ida. He returned by Baghdad, 
Ripe lo Мема, Mata and lal, and was again in Paria in 
TEST Ia Sp. 168 b began a second Journey (1638-49) by Aleppo 
V Peta ed бике о nda as far t Ar and Golconda. Hi 
Ma to the eur of be бени Mogul and to the diamond mines 
fom enacted wilh the plans realised more fully in bis ater voyages 
Iv Tavernier traded In cot Jewels and other precious wares, 
tne tbe gun princes of the East, The second Journey was 
flor by four eters. In his third (1641-8), he went as far 
amr d returno bythe Cape а bi lst three voyages (1651-55, 
V, 1084-68) be did not proceed beyond Indis. In 180 be 
тюй iter of olt and in 1670 purchased the barony of 
Ае ner men. 


"Toe dosing years of Tavemier's е are obscure. He left Paris 
foe Switserland in 1687. In 1639 be passed through Copenhagen, 
са bis way to Persis through Moscow and in that year he died 
E Масе 

таан we shall analyze Tavernier's noting about the Taj 
Mabel, le show bow, if properly understood and interpreted it 
мена eer contain that Shahjahan did not bud the Taj Mahal 

‘ly commandeered an earlier Hindu mansion to bury his wife 


Maias in. 
Been so, we wouid like to point out bere that the undue emphasis. 


Р ©, суы Britannia, 1964 T4. Val. Zi 


Ignorant or have shown complete 
and judicial evaluation of evidence. ‘The Law 
based on sound logie 


“бе rn of Sage 
of Bde ba luat 


If a person were to approach а 
ont soln Sh erre 
iy th te a en a ¢ 

The court wil justifiably ask that if the then 
se ey ht би ome н 
(such as design: drawings or account sheets or в inseription) la 
prove his authorship of the Taj, tbe plaintiff hes na right to бит 
any title to tbe Та] on the basis of some vague noting by a i 
person lke Tavernier from a distant country lc France who chanel 
to visit India during Shabjahan's reign. Tavernier'a testimony wil 
therefore be regarded ax third-rate evidence by a court of nr while 
historians have tended to regard it as fis rao, This is an tration 
of the much leeway that historians have to make before daiming 
to be competent researchers. 

Even so we shall show how Taverier's noting lae effectively 
pricks the bubble of the Shahjahan legend. This is but natura singe 
all seemingly divergent details must inevitably fît in withthe Truth 

‘Thin is what Tavernier has recorded” ; "Of all the tomba which 
one sees at Agra that of the wife of Shahjahan is Ube mon span. 
He purposely made it near the Tasimacan where al foreigners соли, 
зо that tbe whole world should see and admire. The Тайшет 
io a lange bazar consisting of six ange court, al) surrounded wi 
porticas under which there are chambers for tbe xe of mers 
m 
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nencement and accomplishment 


1 winessed the con 
work on which they expended 
ra worked incessantly. This is sufficient to enable one to realise 


f this great 
2 years during which twenty thousand 


thot tho cost of it has been enormous. Jt is svi scaffolding 
alone osi тоге than the entire work, because, from want of wood, 
(му had all to be made of brick as well as the supports of the 


arches. This аз entailed much labour and heavy expenditure, 
Shahjihan began (o build his own tomb on the other side of the 
river but the war which be had with his sons interrupted his plan,” 


We must examine the above passage very critically. While 
eniin ik we must also bear in mind that tho Mieharashireeyy 
Jnyankash quoted earlier has said that Tavernier not bein; 


was only altracted by wealth and commerce 


a scholar 


‘As pointed out in the earlier chapter, Mumtaz having diod between 
1029 and 1632, her body was first buried in Burhanpur in an open 
garden, After about six months (so they say) it was taken to 
Agra, That means Mumtaz's body was in Agra at the latest before 
the close of 1622 A.D. Now if we have to believe Tavernier that 
he amw the commencement of the work (after his arrival in India 
in 1641) the body of Mumtaz must have been lying in the open 
exposed lo sun and rain for nearly a decade 
confronted with another difficulty, namely the inconsistency between 
М account and Muslim ones. According to Muslin nls, the 
nrilest date by which the Taj Mahal was complete was 1643. 


We want to tell the reader that in this volume we shall not 
lore ever а single report or detail about the Taj Mahal story, 
û matter Whether it is a concoction or a reliable piece. Unlike 
the historian before us, we shall not brush away the inconsistencies 


Jn the several accounts. In fact we welcome them to show how 
feven falsehoods and concoctions can be Iogi 
reconciled with tbe truth, 


Here we are also 


aly explained and 


Tavernier 


taken to Лата for conseeston in the new tom oly 


of 12 or 13 years, which we are tod by se 
to build the Taj Mahal sre wa Co Gl 


That the tr vin rely ae NR 
Mindu place we have already proved by quang eter Sue 
сеп cout deridet Mis Ade Sra 
The period of sx mn uk hd to pe bor Mt 
body was taken to Agra from Вайилри expt y ig 
die o scheming в tola Us HUNE ААД 
under Lhe proa. of Mant à gel ra bacil И К, ЖО OO 
Jusingh was а vassal of te Magd he wi or МШШ AN 
surrendering Taj Mahal for Moh iso 


On arrival in Agra, as Shabjohan’s court chronicler tél us, 
Murtaz's body was buried under the loty dome of Мали 
palace then in the possession of his grandson Jaisingh According. 
to that account по time was lost between Ue arrival ofthe ey 
in Agra and Аз burial under the lofty Hindu domed palace. Apparel, 
therefore, Muslim accounts of the building of the Taj Mahil are 
al concoctions, We shall prove them (a be va by anlyaing them 
in deta 
Having buried Mumtaz's exhumed body in the Hindu pue 
at Agra, Shahjahan was not in any hurry to make farther change 
The workmen whose names occur ín Muslim accounts ane f ose 
ag basement, erected а отда on the 
who dug the grave in the t, era 
"be walls of De Taj abs 
ground floor, etches Koranie extrac on 
: n six stores. To thir elent be numer 
various accounts may be 


and on йз arches and sealed 
of designers and workmen found in the 
genuine. i 
wernier's statement that be saw the bees 
and accomplishment of this rest work’! ba sem IES py 
the work was nothing more than (raming the wise 

intricate scaffolding, Insert bev 


As for 


ri oe ene Da aE 
cso eo ee a д 
a ae Soe oe de 

oe tas Mala ee 
RN cy due ma 


— 


The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palao 


E... 
CT hea ohn jel 


EL can be explained vay withthe help of the truth 

Je for Mun accounts Bring concoctions, we have a long line 
ч мен elin tke tbe Ше Sir Н. M. Eliot”, De. Tessitori 
QA De. S. N. Sor" to tél us that those accounts must not be 
relied upon 


I! Suehjahan "'purposely made the tomb near the led 

Tesimacsn where all fre 1 should 
see and mire JI, "Бе question that arises is whether a reportedly 
Inconsolibly grief-stricken Sbabjaban would find a sheltered, quiet 
эрй for bis wife's tomb, if he really bui one, or whether be 
‘would behave lke а cheap itinerant entertainer? Was he in the 
show business Lo want to rig up a big show out of even his wife's 
oaths and іну o tbe gallery ? 


ers come, so that the whole w 


Jt je no wonder that even the insignificant engravings on а 
commandeered Hindu palace should take 10, 12, 13, 17 or 22 years, 
эн бое! in different accounts, because far from the prodigal Moghul 
but Shabjaban is made out Lo be, be was a very miserly, haughty, 
шам merch, Bres birra no Май» monarch codd 
ford to spend fabulous amounts on the death of each one of 
Ма 8,000 harem-consorts and many hundreds of other relations. 


Мото, the time taken in construction 
1 ion is immaterial because 
cence Маназ" 

luas body was safely ensconced under the dome of the 


mm 
Mele Tan fedens History. а the preface Sir П. M. Et 
d fraud.” (ит era in Inda 
riesig fie ln x 
T he htt seats History Congres, tnd sen, 1905 
V Dr. 8. М. Ben, quoting the Ralian 


is an impudent and 


— s 


-— 

. 
клу enù jll Tinda palace, wiat ap 
аа teak antaa noa ia t E OOA Т 
тугу ofthe periods mentioned inthe numeron wena g 
ta Roa реше evidence cute we know fem pean ОШ 
ien a usurped balding i o be alme Lo GN etalon МА, 
“erations could b spesmodicly осет u Е 
Prid, in the bung, scoring to Li clanging end Я GA 
Pe capac. In ia mun те шу ae NO RR 
T v 22 years, mentioned bythe fran hel NT RR RUN 
i te trus. Reconeling Üben тегіс nu mop st b NN 
ош! and the cenctaph mosaic of Mumtaz ok 1 yera (uem 
That б shores period mentioned ty ay wre. T 
араараа О ИН 
Ar eatin шебш was not Srahjshun s Innovation, Tk hel ө 
шу eattion, The Adhd-Din-KacZopás т. Ajmer, whieh ты а 
part of Vigrahara) Vishaldeo's palace, bers Islamic lalaring. The 
part Dd ctu Minar whic is an anden Hindu sennn Ver 
Toce ten similarly camel fr lam withthe resin of 
Шаш arving оп К. The aoa Humayun, fld ud 
Akbar tombs, though earlier Rajput ‘palaces, have met with the 
Ait a i o wonder if Shahjaban cri ore iwl nem 
tradition of his forbears and with a masterstroke of imperial 
ала robbed desing of Ыз fabulous ance pale 
which was Shahjahan's maternal bome. He had а twin objective 
TN a gay Hindu paler ino а weird Masin tant, Ome 
in min e осман and burl a Hindi pine Don. 
v acter ta appropriate tbe whole pilae vi a (ns 
and he pari pendant, god. pilcher and ril ae M 
and tbe famous Peacock Throne (which was in this palace) 


ап purposely male tbe Von nis e mant 
(which Tad si lange courts) where al (onim dn 

the whole world should sce and admire f e 
is Taz-i-macan, i.e. royal residences wich is пут 
Taj Mahal. eriam te Finda pier d. 
ама Taj Mahal oven before Mumbaz's bur b qu Tavern 
Pete eta us tat foreigners use a fld M We magie 


En 


à The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Play 


palace and that Shahjahan's object in burying Mumtaz there wag 
precy to cash in on the sculptural grandeur of that dreamland 
place, 

Stehjihan is often misrepresented in Indian histories ay a 
fabulously rich Moghul. This image of his derives from the belief 
that he built number of costly buildings while he actually did 
mot build even a single, Far from being a monarch possessing fabulous 
‘wealth Shahjahun could hardly command any resources worth the 
тте because bis near - 30 - year reign was marred by 48 military 
campaigns. Shahjaham's relative poverty is fully bome out by 
Twvernier’s remark quoted above that from “want of wood" the 
scaffolding, including the support of arches, had all to be made 
of tricks. The reader may well consider whether а monarch who 
сало muster even the timber necessary for a scaffolding, in a 
country like India which had vast stretches under dense forest, 
‘ean ever hope or dream of ordering a building as magnificent and 
‘majestic as the Та) Mahal ? 


Tuvernier's remark that Shahjahan had to use bricks even to 
mupport arches iy of special significance. It means that the "arches 

Әбей already. It may be noted that Koranic engravings on the 
Taj Mahal аге made around the arches. When tho original stone 
slabs were removed by Shahjahan and were substituted by other 
Hata with the Muslim lettering, the arches зо tampered with had 
lo be supported with bricks. So this part of Tavernier's observation 


also proves thet the Taj Mahal with its arched entrances existed 
ven before Mumtaz’s death 


When Tavernier says the Tasimacan (i.e. 
Kenge bazar consisting of віх large courts he is obviously describing 
the spacious гөй stone pavilions around, excluding the marble 


уйй, since it had already been appropriated for Mumtaz"s burial 
In fact Taverniee's account ma 


Thr whole world designates the marble building as the "To И 
yf аз the * Taj Mahal 


n the peripheral red-stone buildings аз 
Tie Mas." Toe fac is that both the marble building and 

constitute the 
‘own property" belonging to Jaisingh. 
Poverty - the majestic magnificent marble palace 


Taz-i-Macan) is a 


palace. 


Before we end Uhin chaptar, however, we want t cmon iha 
reader about the worth of Wester scholars’ or vistors taniman, 
During British rule in India there was a strong ny t рше 
rest store by the jottings of Western obeerver, Thak 
persists even now though we are froe. But eene, iden айин 
scholar, has made some important observation, which prove a 
classic instance of confused minds. 


in a footnote on page 154 o hla book, Keene observes, "vir. 
commenced his first voyage in 161 and se ий fn 
Constantinople to ispahan in Persa, returned to Frane i 165, 
He did not, therefore, зев the commencement ofthe Т) bit e 
it 
may have heard of it at Ispahan. His fourth voyage from Й 
to 1655 was to India, and it vas thon tha he ur tbe Compton. 
of the Tj pr 
Fsty let us tell Keene how Tavernier la right- 
not ped since the Taj Mahal was a Hindu mansion then 
was nothing for Shahjahan ta do ane to атой e 
central chamber, И at all, and bury the corpas of Mumia 
‘Therefore Tavernier ned nó have been inn 0 tem 
лечо ^ 2357. 
бе commences, What Tavenier пет i 


therefore right 


be їп India only sometime bawe 7 
other hand, Encyclopaedia = 


E "The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palaa 
several times Intermitently. This indicates that Tavernier ig 
өр has stated ia not the truth or the 


нй very reliable. AN that he 
E is than four years (between 


whole truth. If he was in India for le 


Та 1856 including the months covered by the voyage to and fro) 
‘would It be right for him to say that “20,000 labourers worked 
Tnceesanily for 22 years and that the work commenced and ended 

This indicates that Tavernier too has bluffed 


бы od of ногу regarding Lhe Т) Mahal by recording Muslim 
MAI en м оу hoard but pase oa to posterity эз first und 
information 

Tories moling кий Gut four specio pointa, namely 
1. Toa ышып purpoy bud Mumtaz near в bazar known 
X Timaca Chey) Mahal). 2. That e could not get any timber 
= би slg. 3. Ти Ue cost of Lhe scaffolding was more 
than tha ofthe entire work. 4. That 20,000 labourers worked 
bomi for 2 vue 


Of the above the first three points clearly imply that Shahjahan. 
look over a ready Тај Mahal for Mumtaz's burial. The fourth point 
‘on which traditional historians have banked does not make any 
sense when it is considered that a Tavernier staying in India only 
for four years (1651-1655) cannot assert that the work which began 
and ended in hiy presence lasted for 22 years. 


But Twvernier's apparently absurd statement makes sense if 
Jt ls properly interpreted and understood. When he arrived in India. 
їп 1651 Mumtaz had already been buried in the Taj Mahal for 20 
yearn. The work of raising a scaffolding around the Taj and engraving 
Koranie stanzas then commenced and ended while Tavernier was 
in India. I that took two years Tavernier“s observation that Mumtaz's 
Tomb was hy that time 22 years old and the work (of the scaffolding 
and engraving) bagan and ended in his presence proves to be singularly 
correct. Bo even this fourth point of Tavernier^s testimony which 
was suspecta to support Shuhjahan's authorship of the Taj, turns 
out to support our contention that Shahjahan only usurped the 
та) Mahal. 

‘Tavernicr’s observation that because of the unavailability of 
Umber Shahjaban had to erect а scaffolding of bricks all round 
the Taj, and that the work was completed after 22 years indicates. 


a 
ын the whole of the martie Taj Mahal ng w 
was curtained of from publie view for @ ш e mt latay 


22 Nong years by a wall 


of Dricka usod an sealing, That ia ш му Na МА 


hidden from the word for one wide years 

А 
(ма afer а аре of 2 yes when the brick калайы кн 
итал and te Taj Mahal came into view pce sn уа 
generation started bdiving ut wan” Sue жы ed 
ommissioned i 


Jt was because of that brick shroud that we find gita Western 
visitors lke Peter Mundy and Taverner making uninformed, confused 
and sketchy noting about Shaaban being engaged in bulding a 
lomb for Mumtaz and bis employing of all people mainly only 
calligrapbers, and labourers to level the hilocka on the outskirts, 
‘Tho skill of a historian researcher ке that of a crime investigator 
lies in geting at the truth from such а jumbled mass of incongruous: 
details. Fortunately in the case of the Taj Mahal various contemporary 
observers have let us very important clues which ар us pink 
out unerringly that the marble Та) Maha) was commandeered by 
Shahjahan and misused as а mausoleum. 


^ And Recent 
md Excavation 


sich bas drafted the pique on Qe ыа of o, 


` 
Trans should bhunderingly milai thy “ы enan, 
CHAPTER Ту 


Miocshi of а world-class monument hg a e 
Mumtaz is taken to have diod Д 
AURANGZEB’S LETTER AND ию around 16Î аз, 


red, the period of 22 увага given un ISIA. D. 
RECENT EXCAVATION wich tbe Taj Mahal stood competed wk ий wpa ш, 
5 d firm in эй йз grandeur and majesty, Ва м би et d 
the Archaeology department and the traditionalist historians wo. 
buvo it, we have on record в letter from Princ Auriga, ot 
In addition to the admission in the Badshahnama that the Taj year earlier i.e. of 1652 A. D., nothing at dim, Tht ale 
Maha к 


"ecorded in at east throe contemporary Persian cirrides tiles 


commandeered Hindu mansion, and Tavernier's noting 


hat. the Taj mansion was "'purposely'" c 


osen by Shahjahan for Adsab-e-Numgri (p. 82 of the manuscript with he Nan 
Mumtax's burial, we have two other p f important corroborative Archives, New Delhi), Muraqq-e-Akbushedi, and Yaaigaemima, 
evidence. One iv а letter written by Prince Aurangzeb himself to io that Aurangzeb reports to Emperor Shahjahan tht while соб 
his own father emperor Shahjaban, and the other of facts discovered from Delhi en тола tothe Dec V шиши бае ирне 
in recent investigations inside the Taj Mahal precincts. in 1682 А. D. Aurangzeb happened to mother Munt 
Universities, scademicians and laymen who have bem buria) place in Agra. 

vociferously and adamantly asserting that Stahjsban built the Taj Paying due compliments and гире oe i: йи 
Mahal, are unaware that they are all hopelessly divided on the various аздап, Aurangzeb states in his Аш 
details ûf the story. For instance Mumtaz, the heroine of the story ie. Agra) on Thursday, tbe ec 

ja variously hazily believed to bave died somewhere between 1829 Т called on Badshahzada Jahani 

and 1682 A. D. Likewise tbe со 


—Q 
struction of tbe Тај Mahal by in the garden of Jahanara, In that sl 
Suihjshun (7) is equally hazly believed to have taken anywhere 


by springtime verdure T enjoyed ha compan OE 
between 10 and 22 years. During the British administration in Indis everybody's well-being. 1 stayed in the garden 


à Wow to 
the tendency had been to place more relianc "Next day it being a Friday. 1 went 19 РО BY) 


j'» pem 
а Werner when records differed he secre grave which bad been id in Your Met 
Administration in India took i 


nthe noting of 
Accordingly the British 


ieu 

т Иа D cias ue Those (Le. cenotaph, тне б) we A OT ee 
of Tevorniee's mumble that the work concerning Mumtaz*s burial solid bat the dome over the grave leno iP ga se 
od 22 years deserved mare credence to the exclusion of all Muslim during the rainy - season on the BORIS аг alr pdt 
Aci. t apparently did not enter their brains that since Tavernier royal rooms on tbe second storey. жы мамы" 
and Muslim versions all differed radically from опе anotbur with and the four northern portions ш UTE ug ee doe 
Hither tung alis lo die ny cout document, they must ai of the seven storey elinga 104 e IET, aig vat M 
false. Therefore somehow Le British accepted a hodgepodge versi "ave all asborbed water trough MET ш jg nee Ме 
of the Тај Mahal, made up of spurious details culled at randir ‘the current monsoon season st 

from European and Muslim accounts. Such an hybrid concoct. sot temporarily repaired. ha vr on کا‎ 
put up on а marble plaque outside the Taj Mabal's garden gateway "Bot 1 wonder what wil PE Ө la 
proclaims tothe gullible lay visitors that the Taj Mahl was completed 


duri 
ity bal, ete- 
in 22 years. That the Government of India's archaeology department mosque, the communi 


‘The Taj Mahal I A Temple Palas 


jo repairs. 1 fes that the second storey 
ua st are more siena PIT one with mortar, brick and 
Tf dal e un e and bigger domes would save thee 
Repairs 10 Mince, Tt is hoped that Your Majesty 
эйр from Seer necessary action 
Pi ik ii ihe mattar and order nee 
"Ta Mouab arien i 
testy wl reappear only v plex remains 
Tw ie rer porian so бе or vil as 
ip a mystery, The stream keeping away f 
proven Gamage 
"On Saturday too 1 visi 
ve (Dara) wbo also paid 
zm Aside my joumey (to take charge as governor of the 
Жай) on Sunday and ому the Rh instant T am in the vicinity 
of Dips 
‘Tus from Aurangaa's noting it is apparent that in 1652 A.D. 
us the Taj Mabal bulding complex had become зо ancient that 
К nes borse repairs. So what was carried out in 1652 A. 
D. waa not the completion of а new building but the repairs to 
sid bung complex. Had the Taj Mahal been a building completed 
ia 165 t would not have fallen to the Jot of а chance, lone visitor 
Ie Aurangzeb to notice the defects and order repairs in 165 
‘The defects should have been noticed by the thousands of workmen 
and bundred of court supervisors who were supposed to be bulidng 
the Ta) Muha). And since such serious defects had been in fact 
heed а year before completion all the tom-tomming of the 
"тазе ет" of the Taj is utterly unjustified. The builders 
the Taj were no doubt master-crafurnen but they were not 
Stahjaban's contemporaries but Hindus of several centuries earlier 
‘Sina И. was not Shabjsban who commissioned the Taj Mahal 
‘ut some ancient Hindu king. Likewise the ‘Taj did not come into 
‘ring = an Islami mausoleum but as а Hindu templo - palace. 
Aether very significant 
Mur ia йы эм (e a 


linmundated and looks desolate. Its scenie 
ben the floods recede. 


fed the spot and then 1 called on the 
me а return visit. Then taking leave 


Aurangseb's Letter And Recent Eu 


«лев درت‎ чыз КЩ 

ha (айе) отрова, Marge E та 

tot tyranny, wool E M 

i us мю epee E { 

Ui dove and су mentioning a hm mue E 
ну 


out some urgent repaira, At let this er of М 
Љар historians to correct their mis eb dii 
of the Taj Mahal. ‘ations about the origin 


In his letter Aurangacb refers бо the garden of the 

ss маш gr, Là Mom Gd Toe M 
{hat the original Sanskrit name ofthe paren moin би ТЫ 
Mahal slias Tejo-Maha- Alaya most have be Chandra Ulp Wi 
derive this conclusion from our research observation that Mastin 
invaders used to translate contemporary Sanskrit tema inta Plan 
after seizure of premises or persons. Tbe concep of viewing the 
Taj in moonlight is, therefore, obviously of Hindu, pre-Stahjan 
origin. 


Another noteworthy point in Ашан Jeter la that be 
confesses to а sense of mystery and wonder that while the garden 
seemed all flooded and the nearby Yamuna river was in high rp 
ita stream yet owed quite а respectable distance away from the 
rear wall of the Taj. We have also observed in our own day hut 
even at the peak of tbe rainy-sesson when one sees ithing but 
а sbeet of water everywhere the Yamuna sl ows shout 100 fe 
away from the Taj wall 

Had Aurangzeb's father Shuhjahan commissioned the Taj Mab 
the secret of the Yamuna stream keeping away from the ТЫ will 
shouldn't have been a mystery to Ашташ) bec the cot 
builders, if any, would have easily satel тиз e MM 
But apparently Aurangzeb's sense of wonderment 
the entire Moghul court. They must have all be pesi ee 
what made the Yamuna current confine laif là a E 
regulated channel away from the rar 
bulding-complex. The sec Ме in the frei ne — 
of the ancient Hindu builders of the Taj Mahal allaa Tus AA 
temple palco, who, wel aware that hoy wort A ag, 
‘construction of massive proportions na & 


; 

"— м т 
nen tee 
IS 
TEES 


COREL the Taj and. several other ancient Hindu 
Ae d mamans, now unfortunately masquerading as Muslim tombe 
Ts tame of med ава, ee, 80 sbut on the Yamuna 


‘current has been зо channelized not 


Ta fe cat Inda it has boen а hoary practice with tbe Hindus 
ИМ fert place, mansions and temples on seasboreo, lake- sides 
d Hier bunks, The famous temple of Somnath on the Kutch 
seashore and tbe magnificent bathing ба topped with massive 
Temples and mansions slong the Gangs in Varanasi are typical 


taupe, Because of that penchant of the Hindus to erect buildings 
ear inama of water Hindus had perfected the technique of 
Preventing erosion and footing. Muslims, besides being engrossed 
Ушу in massacre and plunder were mostly uneducated and were 
тизе) to building near expanses of water or by the side of swift 
urrenta becuse of iheir desert tradition. Contrarily the Hindus 
alvaya created water reservoirs where there were none before starting 
major buding projecta. As iustrationa we cite vast lakes constructed 
ty Uhe Hindus in Ajmer (e.g. the Annasagar) and Fatehpur Sikri. 
"Tbe latter got drained away during Akbar's time because Muslim 
occuplers o Fatehpur Sikri didn't have the knowbow even to maintain 
the bunds of that vast lake, The bursting and drying up of that 
lhe mide Akbar abandon Fatehpur Sikri after about 15 years’ stay 
in в captured Hindu Fatehpur Sikri. Readers who may be believing 
het it was Akbar who had founded Fatehpur Sikri may read the 
‘author's book “Fatehpur Sikri is a Hindu city". Aurangzeb also 
audes to secret rooms and royal rooma in the Taj mahal 


The other important piece of evidence arises from some chance 
digging conducted in the garden in front of the marble edifice early 
mom А. D. М зо happened that the fountains developed 
ik was therefore thought advisable to inspect the main 

Do ordern lundernenth. When tbe ground was dug to 
WM Mn ШИ nel gag dom to anoitar fve 
ме in Ди! was dug io that depth. And to the 
percha sd Jay at that depth another set of fountains 
Мактел, What appeared more significant was that those 


а‏ تا ی 
. 
fountains are aligned a һе Т Sea,‏ 
the present building existed oven Dator sean, ang tt‏ 
fountain» could bve ten lad nate ty mone Maden‏ 
vs, the British, Therefore they were of the sent Ма‏ 
trv. Sce they were ligne tothe Taj Мыш alala A oa‏ 
poo facio that the bulding tco pre-daad Subj ere‏ 
cot evidence oo therefore clinches be utin favour of or et‏ 


that Shahjahan only commandeered an ancient 
for Mumtaz's burial. Hindu templo- palson 


Tw archaeology oer who тегйн i igi мы Mr 

R. 8. Verma, в conservation assistant. This mume offidal made 
another chance discovery. Once while strolling staff -in-hand on the 
terrace near the so-called mosque and the circular wel on tha w 

flank of the marble edifice, Mr. Verma detected hallow sound 
coming from below the floor where his staff it tbe terrace, He 
had a slab covering that spot removed and to his wurpe that 
was an ancient opening, apparently sealed by Shahjahan, to a Night 
of about 50 steps reaching down into a dark corridor. The brosi 
‘wall under the terrace was apparently hollow, Prom thi itis dear 
that the corresponding spot on the easter terrace also hides & 
similar staircase and corridor, at йз bottom. And God only knows 
bow many more such walls, apartments and stories le sealed, hidden. 
and unknown to tbe world, This also incidentally points la the 
Sorry state of research with respect t the Taj Mahal- Nobody мета 
to tuve done either any archaeological investigation jn Ва grinds 
of the Taj Mahal nor conducted a diligent sere uy d е 
whole issue. Apparently extraneous pol 

Tusiderstons have inhibited historians and archlog fn 


history Ше È 
‘Several leading suthorities on architecture and 
B. Er ua е Taj Mal азау loti die 
Dee t һы prove tk the Taj Mah i SN 


Qu d Palo and Ut К жи E 
before tbe Moghul emperor. yi endi бө 


complex. That Hindus alone possess 
Taj Mahal and tbe skill to 
was borne out by a comparstivdy reet 


‘The Ta) Mahal ls A Tempe 
» мы 
contributed by Mr. Gulabrao Jagdemh 


an artide 
у= decribed ь the Loksatta (published 


M crack in its dome. He tried to repair 
QM. but filed. Не then brought the crack to the notice of 


lo, Mr. Jagdeesh, carly 
4 with the supervision 


While the authorities were in а fix, а rustic-looking Hindu 
Puranchand. He told the 


approches. them. На mme was 
x ow to heal 


ней einer. tha he possessed the knovh 
ык ми имен ta be given а chance. Since so-called modem, 
MG mien expense hal ld. the Dri engineer 
ашу muerte V lt ie ro have а go. In doing so tbe 
ner lad М» оеп reservations. He could have the last laugh, 
be nought 

ситі set work wiih а group of masons to assist him 
Ye рите some Hind of в lime concrete and personally filed 
Wp Inthe crack. The mixture hardened and Integrated iae with 
the dome scare s0 wel that within a few days there was not 
ihe dps исе of tbe crack 


This Whit of an obscure Hindu mason which had scored over 
be classroom erudition of the British engineers became the talk 
of the British bureaucracy in India and reached the ear» of the 
then Viceroy 


‘The Viceroy expressed surprise that an almost unlettered Hindu. 
‘mason could best al bis engineers. This hurt tbe ego of the 
departmental sutborities who had till then toyed with the idea of 
employing Puranchand эз maintenance supervisor in the 
archaeological department. The Viceroy's praise had made the 
{бон jos of Puranchand, They were now determined to 
ut of the department. He was refused any 

у employment. 

Ла Seyumber 1920 began World War I| and the Taj Mahal and 


Ma malntenancw-protierms seemed to recede in the background. 


rang 's Later And Recent Bs 


In 1942 s Hindu kader, Dr, B, R. 
Amt 
member of the Viceroy's Емен Counen 


of labour. Puranchand mne a new 


mre 
employment in the upkeep of the Taj Mahal м 
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CHAPTER V 


PI MUNDY'S EVIDENCE 


Peer Mundy, an English traveller, was in India from 1628 
lo 1608, In hiv diary now published under the title "Travels in 
Europe and Asis, 1608 - 1667", (edited by В. C. Temple, Halduyt 
Society, 5 volumes, 1907 - 1996, on page 213 of Vol. П) Mundy 
‘observes ‘There is already about ber tomb a rail of gold. The 
bulding is begun and goes on with excessive labour and cost, 
prosecuted with extraordinary diligence, gold and silver esteemed 
‘common metal and marble but as ordinary stones. (Shahjahan) 
Intends, as some think, to remove all the city hither, causing bills 


о be made level because they might not hinder the prospect of 
А 


Ths is а very significant passage and yet highly misleading. 

‘The havoc that such haphazard notings of contemporary Western 
travellers like the Englishman Peter Mundy and the Frenchman 
‘Tavernier have wrought in the field of historical research, is apparent 
from the fact that those notings are equally carelessly flaunted 
жә unimpenchable contemporary evidence of the Taj Mahal having 
‘been built by Shahjahan. 

‘We propose to analyse the above passage and show how Mundy's 
noting d our revearch-finding that the Тај Mahal is an 
‘earlier Lemple-palace commandeered b for misuse as 
Ls by Shahjahan for mi 

Incidentally our analysis should also serve as an illustration 


Of bow such snares could be successful, теала 
у tackled 
ч «Ише dence and caution, le 


Peter Mandy's Бебето 2 
digi ofthe foundation in wuch das 

Л ым зае ешш МЫ ОООО pire 
ia first effectively prevented with strong masonry wil c мш 

wich have been sunk between the rer wall má Ua mns Eo 
ty tbe ancient builders ofthe Taj Hindu temple piace compl. 

And yet even within those short two year М, 

‘gold palisade studded with gems valued at six бать pee 
rupees. 

Readers and researchers may well ponder over the fact whether 
such fabulous wealth could be lef in the open with thousand ot 
indigent labourers working around and the dust of the maine 
digging filing and fouling the atmosphere? Are wich coy ам 
scintilating fixtures and furnishings installed after ө balling is 
Complete or even when the foundation- digging мала? That such 
Valuable and resplendent fixtures were seen by Mundy erund be 
reve of Mumtaz within а year or two of Mumtat' death ia & 
"eer indication that Munday had stepped under the dome nd ide 
the building of Ube Taj ss we ме it tony, That puch а bulding 
is implied within a year or two of Молілз'а death sey indian 
thot Shahjaban had seized an ancient Hindu Пате рім a i 
‘unequivocally admitted on page 409, уа. 1, of Shabjahan's own 


Г 
had to give it some semblance of an 
architectural forgery involved the removal of Sanat inscrîpilon 


‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Place 


м 


олноо superficia) changes bis observing that 
Ve gj ben... Cand) is prosecuted with extraordinary 
a D ө mot wrong. Не couldn't vinuslise t some generations 
dA кешу would be Wife into believing that the Taj 
MARO таре was rael by Sbabjahan himself. Tavernier and 
NA Mandy cou not possibly visualise such a falsification of 
DAZ им! al not therefore be more explicit. We ourselves visiting 
Mer ling ss chance visitors wouldn't be more explicit. Por 
autas If we were to visit Bombay or London st а time when 
domotody Ыз acquired somebody else's mansion and has enclosed 
Tn. massive scaffolding to renovate it for his own purpose we 
Mert dare or care to ask him how he acquired tbe building, for 
Tow much, from whom, what changes be proposed lo make, and 
spend bow much over it. We would simply refer to it as hia building 
Such inquiries are all the more impossible when a wide hiatus of 
langunge, race, culture, authority and wealth separates the two. 
Firstly it must be remembered that Peter Mundy and Tavernier 
or for thst matter any Western visitors to ancient or mediaeval 
India were not researchers. They were chance visitors in a burry. 
Moreover they were poor indigent travellers who could not 
‘communicate intensively or on equal terms with Mogul monarchs 
and courtiers. Tbe alien visitors were completely at the mercy of 
ihe стой Mogul court for their sustenance, for favours, for 
permission to visit royal precincts, for the amount of information 
they could solicit or expect to get, and for the interpretation of 
tbe information imparted in Persian 
Under such circumstances it is for modern research scholars 
3o bring to bear their investigative acumen on chance notings of 
‘visitors to mediseva) or ancient Ir Modern scholars have betrayed 
а woeful ineptitude in this primary quality of a researcher. Proving 
меу pulite they tend to clutch at superficial connotations without 
‘bothering to interpret them in the context of the times and 
roumstatnces in which those observations were made. For instance, 
in the case of Peter Mundy the most important fact is that be 
wan in India only for а couple of years after Mumtax's death and 


within that short while be talks of very costly fixtures around the 


iod 


| | 28 


per Mandy's Bvidenoe 
^ 


Another very sic drea 

sehn leveling the hocks on the ТЫ шыт i amt 
ама "s leveling of some loca var oe y па 
more atl remaining on le ad of the rad m an mnt 
the Ты. Those are all апам ick raised to t 
excavated when ising e foundation of heen ae 
Complex by tbe ancient Hinds, Tha was a ey amuma poe 
For instance the ancient township of aar шш той e 
ic The earth dug out for making Ü той va bid up og 
the interior to serve а в barrier and dula We, TEN 
waa e cas wih he Taj Hindu temple pi Иод wera rand. 
Trifidaly out of Ube earth dug from Ue find ists on 
the periphery to serve three purpoe, пау амалу dpt 
round for the earth, landscape gars wh loci evel wi 
Wreenery, and ssa defence outwoñ to prevenit nan formant 
from approaching the Taj їп sold array 


Peter Mundy's noting about the leveling ofthe blocs to the 


that Shahjohan di 
‘dee wi such an insignificant and inconsequential detai find enon 
in Peter Mundy's. "brief noting about tbe Taj Mahal ? Had Shahjaban 
really built the Taj Mahal what ‘would have compelled the notion 
Of visitors like Tavernier and Bernier 
niches dug, wella-cum-bastion wank a e rear fui pei 
river water from flooding tbe site 
were fashioned and hauled to làm 
seven-storied structure consisting | severi 
‘over 1000 rooms. The entire balding пй Б то E 
a massive wall provided with spiked gea. 
the raising of any of there, Mandy опу rens th llt 
of hillocks. Why ? 
the rg 
Peter Mundy also fortunately ctl ma MEO en 
up of the hillocks. The were remo 
they might not hinder the prose 


cic uo altora «ime тин paa a T 


The Taj Mahal Is A Tempie р 


онр 
FX ses Seem wm converting mb open to 
gus of amici еде 
in may ater t even the gem studded palisade and silver 
ETS wren buntred thousand rupees was Hindu wealth 
IPAE ici ts tng over the Т) vasto misappropriae 
Wk eai. Шы! бм erected the gold railing, history would 
are жанчы! es te whe removed it and with what authority when 
Suidas v эт descendants continued to rule Delhi and Agra for 
ower rs стои tar bim. Mumtaz's burial in the Taj was only 
= it рил of the game. Нег cenolaph was meant to be 
а permanent lies scarecrow (o prevent the Hindus from ever 
rasining and mating thet ancient temple- palace. What Shahjahan 
did эз їз ery Малаш in tbe sacred spot where the Hindu deity 
beê эне commend. Thi done, vistors like Peter Mundy and 
Tevez were die is for a ringside view. Chauvinistic Muslim 
uere Repke ies non-Muslim visitors completely in the 
dark shot Oe zimpprspristion of the Taj. Even otherwise it has 
dm comas an эку Mastin practice during mediaeval conquesta 
de gk ther pec s wives and wealth and proceed to deal with 
Sem es eic ws property. That is bow whole cities like Varanasi, 
ОНЫ d hers od sm diuine mention in modiseval Islamic 
e only өз Майит, Stabjahanbad and Akbarsbod 
Crest. mmn a penchant with the mediaeval Muslim court 
ETE Hate a shivered of Afghanistan, Persia and Arabia 
ETATS tete elus v as to obliterate its Hindu 
= the \eansformation of the Taj Mahal was 

€ tee im ut эзы evi dain 
es йе takes on pages 181-182 of his book (tied 


Sy s het by Holt, Rhinehart and Winston) 


— 
E 
— S 
“yo incr the de Rare et RT an 
event with his presence, and asthe emp‘ fate, Nr 
маз present by imperial request, a pret peri. 
ih hn тәки Umb, d qat pr a a ын 
seta fraia, Ves fron a ar fg s 
ew oer for esl df the demt an s banira QT 
Тан in charity, In ier years on te sony ep 
ended memoria м. Icom se Shen he 
formally sccompanied by Jahanarn andthe harom The aes ayy 
Carrio! «cata form oop fer ha ran oat ae 
cs from pe gus y ‚шомы, reme df бш ЧЫКТА, 
See. Nolen gre жым ER 
We wish to make sven! cervis rpg hs soe 
сага. Proll, Hansen and биз ия ити lg DN RR 
Sumas Mal. Hor same as фиш i the ER Û 
Mumia a Полымі, Tk Мам] sot soe Maa 
forgery to literate somehow with the ancient Hindu term 
Too Мала Ns alias oe Taj Mi 
Secondly, tbe fact that from the very first year Mumtas'a dit 
эмеген were ЪӘ4 a e эра vi gr el ог 
‘shows thot it was not а dug-up site which it should have been. 
if the Taj had been commissioned by Shahjahan, Even today kanata 
tot tent wool have ta be prvi fr Шуи ig ee 
to acount at the ТЫ) à prolact tbem fom колы МИ и 
biting cold 
Hansen's and otber writers’ reference to be torn being under. 
jt y if tbey are taken in the proper 
construction are qula pertinent - 
sense, namely that ай the building in Ube peeing ie mm 
опе called tbe Jamist Khana, its ‘counterpart 


in trench, On the upper floor soot ae 
that none of the Moore тыу be ef wil EE 


walled up. Since this 
NEL 
bete Se e TELE Ta O 
E erri net, паде т чы баң эн 
RT P rrt mule er сз 
1 SR TENTE i Mte 
е tral portion of the Taj yet as other 


ме was ur е cen 
t rel dre Mog cout һер dying Бо Loo were 
то SERA ihe Т penis s at o whole preis 


AO tati vt Mostin graveyard rre у fue 
ida use. Тыз fact remains 

iby of b pres reverting lo 
Tsai the iy var end is unknown even t history scholar, 


If they have enough time on band to make а meticulous study 


f be precincts they may see tbe grave of Satunnisa Khanum (Ube 
тад of Mumtaz) in one pavilion, that of Sarhandi Bogum (a harem 
uten of Shahjahan) in anotber symmetrical pavilion, and a number 
Or other graves of other Mohameds, Ahmeds and Tbrahims littered 
D around in various pavilions to the east and west. Curiously 
enough thase pavilions are all octagonal in the orthodox Hindu fashion 
= в the Taj edifice isl 

When such extensive premises are undergoing Islamic tampering 
from top to bottom in a Jeisurely fashion over a number of years 
Чп visitors like Mundy and Tavernier are bound to refer to it 
ж « mauscleum under construction. But it is upto the modem 
researcher not to be misled by those nolings and to understand 
ibe full implication of what those travellers have said, in the proper 
sole and perspective. Researchers must also not forget that 
Subjihan himself has in no inscription claimed that he built the 
Taj. Contrary his Badehshnama admits that it was Raja Mansingh's 
mansion. It should also be noted that in the whole of Sbabjanban‘s 
‘court record there is not even а single scrap of paper alluding 
1o the building of the Taj and not a single blueprint of either the 
Whole building ое any of the decorative panels in it. The construction 
work that all and sundry refer to is nothing but the graves, raising 
* scaffolding, leveling the hiloeks, engravings of the Koran on 
the walls and sealing of the surplus stories. If this is clearly understood 
‘by every student of history and visitor to the Taj Mahal the riddle 
bout Sraljahan Himself not saying a word about building the Taj 
Mahal but other aliens repeatedly referring (о the building work 


Peter Mundy's Evidence 


would be clear in no time. 


Peter Mandy who left Agra for Е 
Mumtaz 's death has left a very inching o 
worth sering in and around Agra indute Tape 
Febeber's G. e. Анг) Lomb, Тык day mate ОТА 
ibat Mumtaz was buried in the spectacular e a 
temple-palace complex Tomas Hinds 


‘A funny detail which emerges from the н 
visitors is their confusion a to whether the term Tj e ШАЙ ШИИ 
the buried woman or the marble edifice or Ube adjacent base? 

ө 


atin two very ы 
ны 


CHAPTER VI 


IME ENCYCLOPAEDIC VERSIONS 


EVEN though we have conclusively proved in the pre 
chapters by quoting Stahjshan's own chronicler Abdul Hamid and 
a French visitor Tavernier that the Taj Mahal is « commandeered 
Hindu palace, yet in order to acquaint the reader with all the 
ramifications cf this blind man's buff that has been going on about 
She Taj Mahal for 350 years, we would like to discuss every aspect 
of R separately 


pert of wach a discussion we intend giving the reader, 
im a few socceding chapters, а sampling of the diverse and 
inconsistent versions of the origin of the Taj Mahal. Let us first 
see whut the Excycbpsedis Britannica’? has to say 


ge Ener Verona : 
aliquod North and South. A centrat 

S yas. on cech sido, avs an oblong ans a ей ЖЫТЫ 
Ж south conta of the sanatone eius ро 
dank servic: bunting while tht at the nob tae ay 
арам tbe mausoleum ital, funk onthe wer end wax ma 
фу two symmetrically identical баца, the moequ and ts jeg 
оле) respectively. AN is enclosed within а high гы. 
Boundary wall with octagonal pavilion turrets ш би cores te 
ишде the enclosure at the south are ancllary buildings тыз ap 
stables, outhouses and guard quarters. The whole complex isthe 
erom's memorial. Tt was conceived and planned as an entity, 
since Mogu) buiding-precce allowed of no mibwequent sion 
ar amendment. Ita northern end is the most significant architectural 
wrth mosque and ея} of red Sikri sandstone, with martie ведай 
{oot bulbous) domes and architraves and some restrained. ple 
durs часе decoration, constrast well with the mausoleum of 
pure white Makrana marble. This mausoleum standing on 312 f- 
square marble plinth 23 f high is a square of 186 ft, with chamfered 
‘comers and with a massive arch in esch face, rising to 108 ft. 
Over all is a bulbous double dome, supported on a tall drum the 
pinnacle of which stands 243 ft. above garden leve. The skyline 
rhythm is enhanced by parapets over each arch, comer pinnacles 
and domed Kiosks over each corner. At cec comer of the pth 
stands a three-storied minaret, 138 ft. high to the crowning Kiosk. 
Inside the mausoleum is the octagona) chamber, embellished wilh 
low-relief patterns and fine pietra dura, containing е cmolaph 
of the begum and Shahjihan. These, of marble decorated wilh 
superb pieta durs, are enclosed ty wn empie perforated 
martle-screen studded with precious stoni 
garden level, contains be true sarcophagi: The Mogula wed 
to have "but like Titans and fisbed s gom! Call 
tbe Taj Mahal is their finest jewel, 

tthe opening part of Ue nrc 
‘explanation given of Arjumand Banu 
the e messing th chose ene o he pm At 
Mahal is » corruption). ТЫ» explanation cleri бы ода 
title stuck to the queen after her desth d jdn № 
‘was ‘‘chosen' for tbe burial. We bave 


i 


E ‘The Taj Mahal Is A Tempie Paley 

chronicle lo show that while Mumtaz was alive her name way 
mot "Mumtaz Mahal'" but "Mumtaz-ul-Zamsni"*. Accounts Nike 
the one in Encyclopeedis Britannice which presume that the term 
Тај Mahal'" is a contraction of tbe lady's name ``Митилт Mahal" 
are wrong. The lady's name was never Mumtaz Mahal. Muslim 
puris foisted that name posthumously when she was buried 
in a palace. Thus, far from the building getting its name from 
the Indy, it is the lady who has scquired tbe name from the 
‘commandeered Hindu palace, So irresistible was the beauty, 
‘magnificence, majesty and fame of the commandeered Hindu palace 
that Stahjshan's dead queen got а new posthumous name from 
the scintillating bulding. 

‘The Encyclopaedia places the death of Mumtaz in 1631 while 
we will show later that otber accounts place it anywhere between 
30. So even the date of Mumtaz's death is uncertain. Naturally, 
therefore, all subsequent dates of her exhumed body being carried 
lo Agra, and of tbe mythical building of the Taj Mahal are concoctions. 
‘This should convince tbe reader of the utter unreliability of Muslim 
chroniclers with regard to even such simple and definite matters 
^ imporatnt dates, This point also illustrates how every aspect 
of the Taj Mahal story is suspect. 

‘The Encyclopsedis mentions 1632 as the year in which the 
bulding of the Taj Mahal was commenced. In the extract from 
the Maharashtreeya Jayankosh (Encyclopaedia) which we are going 
to quote hereafter the year of the commencement of the Taj Mahal 
19 stated to be 1631. Such inconsistencies are inevitable when the 
айа) date of Mumtaz’s death is itself unknown. 


Tbe above assertion needs to be closely examined. Assuming 


в 

then а усаг? No scholar or writer seems to 

rm ht 
We would further ke V point out that the Mahuraihtreya 

Jayankosh Cencyclopaedia) to be quoted later does not 

a council of architects but saya that, of sea plane oen 

from different architects, one was chosen, 


Another point is that Emperor Shahjahan's 

in the passage quoted euer doe not mention any Weng Qi 
architect, He is right, and the encyclopaedic accounts false. Because 
ва said by him, Mumtaz was buried in a readymade palace. ff 
з plan had actually been made, it should have been found among 
Shahjshan's court papers. But it is not there, The amount of 
Rs. forty milion mentioned by the Encyclopedia Britannien a 
10 times the amount of four million rupees mentioned by Staljahan's. 
own official chronicler Mulla Abdul Hamid Labor, quoted earlier. 
Tbe reader may note this аз an example of bow the cost of the 
Taj Mahal has been inflated in various accounts, 

The Encyclopsedis's reference to ancillary buildings much m 
"stables, outhouses and guard quarters'* is noteworthy, Sieh 
‘ancillaries are never needed by a dead person. On the contrary 
they are always needed іп a Hindu palace or temple. 

The octagonal pavilion turrets mentioned in the Epcyelapaedir 
are а Hindu royal tradition deriving from tbe Ramayana. Rama 
is the ideal of Hindu kingship. His capital Ayodhya was octagonal 
аз mentioned in Valmiki's Ramayana. Hindu, Sankit toon 
alone has special names for all the eight directions: It aloo арй 
special guardian deities for all be eight directions, A Kingin ронй 
to wield authority in all the 10 ditions. These 10 dire 
include the heaven above and tbe nether world, The Bante 
a building points to the heaven while the building's 


octagonal bung song 


the king's or God's authority 

Jt is, therefore, that orthodox Hindu 

‘The octagonal shape of tbe Taj Mahal йө EMT 
turrets prove it to be out and out Hindu in э 
tradition an octagon has no significance. 


‘The Taj Mahal la A Tempio Pusey 


E. 
Meri ere ene in ea 
ткт: 
he 
It framed up with corner towers lest it be mistaken for 
E 
arcc мунай (encydopaedia) 
ae 
К. 
ADU DD eo та 
ee di re dine 
TUE 


in 187 A. D. when Shabjahan was Пако years old Chis 
fatter Emperor) Jahangir engaged him to Arjumand Bano alias 
Матіз Mahal, Five years Iter the two were married. She died 
36 Bertanpur in 1631 А. D. Shabjahan grieved her loss so much 
hst be did эи attend court for eight days. He used to sob inconsolably 
aer is wife's tomb. Soe was first buried in Burhanpur, but 
her boty was exhumed and taken to Agra. To the south of Agra 
a нл had some landed estate. The Emperor purchased 
# from Sim and called for bulding plans from eminent architects. 
or of them was approved and a wooden model of it was got 
get. Construction of tbe building аз per the model commenced 
Т? e SI A. D. and ended in January 1643 A. D. Makammal 
Toon =4 Abdul Karim were the two chief supervisors. The building 
so Be. DOMO. Afridi аең» It cost Rs. 91,700,000 and the 
{Bowing were the workers — Amanat Khan Shirazi, Essa mason, 
Pen copier, Besnihar, Zatmula and Zorawar; Ismail Khan Rumi 
Bah the dw d йа paranchie (sic); Ramlal Kashmiri, Bogwan, 
Fe E И terr best varieties las been usod in the building, 
Зету айу tbe Taj Mahal in 1643 A. D. and assigned 
Máy marron rens yidding Нэ. 100, 
f the mundi 


.000 revenue for the upkeep 
"ч, shops and garden." 


Ш а Гүлүн 


—(——— Verona 
А 

Comparing the two акуборыйе 
оо some of the most handy concoctions кышын ОЧУ bad 


бо thee respectiva 
writers, we find that they prosily differ from each other 


‘Toe vacant estate referred to above ty mi 
Shahan» court Өй we їз kun Mace КАТ 
pace e id a jet gandon hat was cem of Mea’ 
burial amar 
Te. Maharsshtreeya Jayankosh amerta that Sub all 
for plans from different eminent archives and miei ЖӨ М 
жй this the Encyclopedia Britannica wanta s i tale at 
it was а council of architects who jointly planned the monument 
Here we would like to ask which were the architectural scoala 
where these architects studied or taught? Whar. aw thie 
architectural text - books to be found in and or madera 
Muslim Wersture? Ja against Uis we can liat bunds of миз 
of the ancient Hindu system of architecture and dvi geen 
We shall also prove subsequently how the Taj Mahal annem to 
Hindu specifications in every deal 
‘Another question that true researcher must ask imal i 
whether even а single blueprint, mong, may be, tbe dozens tendered, 
ja available among Sabjahan's court papers? Along tho 
blueprints should also be thousands of rect given forthe marl 
count of e amount spent 
received, the day-to-day expense va тин 
othe Tj Mahal, and tbe labourers muster rol How ИА 
that not even a scrap of paper of the Kinds described 
avalado? m 
While tbe Encyclopedia Britannica mentiona oniy one name 
Ustad Isa, tbe Maharashtreeya Jayankosh, far from maling 
j* i karma) Khan, Abdul Karin. 
reference to it, mentions those of M 


and а few others. 
Mahirssbirwey 
T should be particularly noted oa g 
Jayankosh, like the Badshahnama, dott Eas ч 
While the period of construction is mentione? N оо уша ы 
tbe Encyclopaedia Britannica, i in sate Vo we OA on 
the Maharsshtreeys Jnysnkosh. Obviously Ube forme быш 
eveniet nie tha lattar on one of tbe many nagini 
accounts. 
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Bgl Britannica somehow chose 
ae Terrien four mio wide e Haars Jvankosh 
QUAE i teca btwn ihe claims maie in different concocted 
A Sr Ta, МЮ, to Ra. 807.00.000. We are at log 
TIERS iy ed on what stbochy they reject or disbelieve the 
КЫ Nt Por milion give hy Заһид э official chronicler, 
d bre буу do ni happen even to mention i 1 

А may be notad that both the xyclopeedia Britannica and 

o Mending «унт harp on "720,000 labourers,'* Ag 
Matec own err it i Tavanlar who claims thet 20,000 labourery 
Тора The fick that’ the encyclopaedias have to rely on 
eren s figure shows that Shabjahan's court records make no 
nolan of my labourers or at ees of any sizeable labour force, 
‘Tie bv н байр anomaly. Shahjban's court papers should have 
Tad а regular muster roll of the huge number of labourers who 
эт poss Vo have toed for years on end in building the Taj 
Mahal. The sbeence of my such record is а clear indication that 
iain ait not buld the Taj Mahal. He only buried Mumtaz 

Ma dinanan mansion. Tavernier was эу а cura foreign 

a mae tom ылы. алны; 

Meta Почта адыг» cort who were тоа in 
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CHAPTER vit 


А RECENT CONCOCTI 
"THE SHAHJAHAN LEGEND. 


A REMARKABLE instance of how the antecodenta of the Taj Maal 
continue to be a “free-for-all” theme for 0 wies even lo our 
own day із provided by an article pulsed" in the Mstratad 
Weekly of India 
We shall first reproduce the whole article and then comment 
on it. The article, а typed copy of which was provided Vo us by 
a friend, is us 
"THE BUILDERS OF THE ТАЈ MAHAL - ANCIENT SECRET REVEALED 
‘TOURISTS come from the work over to we the Taj at Age 
and all marvel st the genius of the architects thst could plan and 
socomplish so lovely a “dream in marte", They were comunione 
by the Mogul Emperor Stabjahan to rase а mausoleum О 
his love for Mumtaz Mahal, bis beloved consort; and they crs 
this Wonder of the World. 
"Yet, despite strenuous efforts 


hod remained а mystery; wild guesses 
were abroad. Even Bernier (1012 A, D.) nota only а тилинг Une 
The экме was Kile est the secret o his ar be vl ud 
a rival to the Taj crested. 

“But the sere ма at Jong last hen od a et 
book discovered lately in the Worary J 
Bangalore. Tayo igi ne AM ышы 


to а family of Labore architects, Abd, 
Lips pect ves Ou De ЫВ 


to discover it, their identity 
as to thair origin being forig 


т. Artie ued “Toe Balers e Taj Mabel Meson 
ee AT te sci Wet s NOU. 
dated Apri 4, 1980. t 


‘The Taj мам 
= al 1a А Tern 
Pie 


author being Lathfullah Mahsndis, him 
architects, and it is almost 300 years 
‘yours of Shahjahan's reign. 

"It has been declared to be the only copy in 
the well-known authority on these matters, Sye 
Ммм, Principal, Shibly Academy, Azamgarh. 


"The book is in Mahandis" own handwriting. As ig 
from different verses, the author was a staunch follower of 
Sikh, Shahjshan’s eldest son, and when Aurangzeb finally cane 
to power, after defeating Dara Shikob, the author and his f 
fere. He sent a petition to the Emperor (pere 67) but m p 
ras not hordod tbe family had to retire into seclusion and poverty 
(page 68) 
"IL seems that the book was very secretly kept by the family 

Án fear of Aurangzeb, ns it contained verses in praise of Dara Shikoh 
The subsequent dates and writing on the last page show that the 
took was brought and was kept in the library of the historical 
Personage Nawab Ebrahim Khan Hazbar Jung, the famous 
Mohammedan general nicknamed Gardy, who sided with the 
Mahuratas in the battle of Panipat in 1761 against Ahmed Shah 
Abdall. The book has been in the family of the present owner for 
generations, but it was not noticed until Moulana Syed Suleiman 
Nadi the well-known historian, author and editor of the Мов! 
{фе monthly journal of the Society of Authors and Shibly Academy, 
аата, U.P.) discovered it and, on information gleaned from. 


И, red а lengthy Urdu 
paper on the build е Тај i 
* lers of the Taj in the 


з 


Й 
ting vin зт 


the world, by 
Suleiman Әу 


{in the verses on two pages of the book described in the ril, 
табий Усіма Shaban, and speaks of his father Ahmed, 
А (the unique of the world), аз supreme 
pid eua as ameter, astronomer and prosateur. He was 
"eia shitty Быш? s Royal Warrant, and va 
"26 Dei. V did 1 E 4t Agra and the Lal Quis (Red Fort) 
s on and с, но Yrs after the Taj was buit. The 
raritas of the Taj, learnt at his fet. 
V t TT yere nh еті the Taj Mahal was completed within 
Arjumand Banu Begum's death and not 12, 13 


A Recent Concoction Of The Shahan Lege 
LI 
ог 22 yearn as the earlier versions amer, 
We fully agree with the leaned writer МЕМ, 
‘despite strenuous efforta to discover the identi 
that could plan and accomplish so lovely a 
identity has remained а mystery." 


ídem Kan бы. 
Y of tbe weht 
"dream in marthe’ tá 


Tat mane hat the names m inthe 
stove are not considered relatie by way. Ha tho ша 
Considered else nobody тош. tav Заман e БЫШ ЖЫ 
жил Tor бе "ral" nma. T sari ий ти єн н 
itis procetng inte wrong dco. Ти dg sari 
is proof tht Stn did ва buli e T Мыш, Wl ы 
rly Bt the amer of e acit им ШЇ D er i 
Таа, vou hw found s a cortan hh 
his own fil ernie 

вы derit eunti of edi ae mod 
bythe elope dering the Mah, wr бова lr 
Фе encoun Toei accounta vul lc done 
imaginary versions world in а num of Mam ses Ши 
Molan Armin Камиа Вазни: Ail ani Tae 
 Badshahnamna, Innyat Khan's Shahjahan- naa; Mohammad War's 
Badshahnama; Mohammad Salih Kambu'a Amal-i-Sulh, Mohammad. 
Sadik Khan's Sahahjahan-nama; Mohammad Sharit Hails 
Majlis-us-Salatin; Mufazzal Khan's Tarikh- ‚Михай, маде 
Khan's Mirst-i-Alam, and also his Mirat-f-Jahan-nami Аваз» 
Zinat-ul-Tawarikh and Rai Bharat Mulla's [ubbut Towucikh-j- Hid 
aod e Dien РАР 

All the above Muslim chronicles are, according ps XM 
Elliot and almost all Western scholars, "an. impudent and атбай 


fraud." 


‘been badly duped not only over the origin 
їп relation to the entire range. ч ETT 


examining in this chapter, we 


ход. 
то heir (arcitects") origin bang foi wet 


he To) Mada 1e А Tem 
L] E айыы 


„+ might їй» o mugs» aight amendment. The wid quom 
нет to apply not only to foreign names but to all of Shahjahan'a 
детска - includi natives. That ін to say, even the loci] 
Martin (or for that matter even Hindu) names being mentioned 
rv producta of fertile gucmen. 

We ask, what right anybody has to make guesses when 
Shahjahan’s own court chronicler mentior 


Mr. Mohammed Khan, ''notes only a 


et was killed Jest the secret of his art be 
raven and rival to the Tw) be creates 

There we would like to tol all renders and students of History 
о remember опе handicap of Western visitors during Muslim rule 
in Indis, The Muslim court being a parasitical graft deriving йз 
usonanon from the вар of plunder and massacre, it exuded nothing 
Twit filsehoods and rumours. Even ordinary talk was all bluff and 
luster. The Western visitors at Muslim courts had willy nilly to 
reoni the facile and facetious replies they got from hangers-on 
sl the Muslim court, 


When, therefore, poor gullible Bernier asked to be shown the 
mister architect of the Taj Mahal he was effectively silenced and 
pul off by being told that the designer was murdered зо that be 
may not bud a rival Taj Mahal for any rival of Shabjaban. A 
myriad questions Jump to the surface of our mind on reading this 
эшип plea 

М. the outset, of course, we agree that the fictitious "' designer!" 
of te Ta) Mahal could be *‘murdered'’ with the same facility with 
which be was “‘crosted"*. Writers of shilling shockers often create 
and МІ some of their characters with а mere flourish of their 
pen. There is no resson why wagging tongues at Shahjahan's court 
hewd have been laying in that art. 

One of the questions which arise is why was not Bernier told 
Wb dusk the name of the murdered man so that he could have 


recorded ft for posterity ? Or is it angued that even the name was 
“murdered 7 


The second. question ів, whether raising в Taj Mahal is mere 
un wo thet anybody cou gw up and book the same architect 


A Recent Ооу Of The ымм Lage 
LI 

for building another Taj Mahal 
Muslim widowers under Na there а partal м атыш 

s ‘Shabihn’s rule who were kaen to ты 
proto-Tejmahals over the corpus of ther own einer to ae 
* snook st Shabjahan? Why should Shuhjahan iret ch my 
‘eventuality ? Who had tbe money to bul another Tuj Matai? We 
аге going to prove in the succeeding pages thet even Sh 
himself did not possess the means ta order a budding hal as bs 
majestic and spacious as this ancient Hindu paleee-cum-tample 
known to us as tbe Тај Mahal. 

The third question is, whether ћуп was playing tothe 
gallery and seeking в cheap exclusive architectura! patent for the 
Taj Mahal in wanting to forestall end foreclose other dims, or 
was he a genuine, inconsolably beresved spouse? Onoe we are told 
(by Tavernier) that Shahjahan barist Miirmtaz done to a barar 
to win public approbation. Then we are told that be murdered the 
architect to prevent bim from obliging some other Wkly grand 
Moghul in building a rival monument. AD this makes ux wonder 
whether Shahjahan was a dignified emperor or а clown of some 
Shakes play with his band on a dead Mumtaz's pulse and 

espearean 
his eye fixed on public acclaim! 

Yet another question is, whether Shahjahan, so soft-bearted 
as to squander all his wealth on в dreamland monument for Ма 
dead wife, would st once turn so wild and treacherous a io eeu 
the very architect who риме a concrete form la bis eam” 

had 

Another doubt which arises in, whether Shahjahan i 
vo tive i sock-coth and ashes after expending sl i wel 
immortalising s corpse? di 

Such are the abounding beara эне d m 
themselves to any matter-of-fact, man-of aM 
‘The amount of such gulibäiy that has po^ 


m The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Paise 


The author of the article, Mr. Mohammed. Khan, claims that 
"the secret has st last been found’, We wish he really had found 
А. We are ready to accept part of the implication of his claim, 
‘namely, Lhat all the books and accounts hitherto ascribing the creation 
of the Taj Mahal to other architects are false. But as for the second 
part of bis claim, that his version is the last word on the matter 
we are afraid it is untenable 


SU, we stiach great value to his discovery of the manuscript 
in the leary of Mr. Mahmud Khan of Bangalore, because it further 
supporta very firmly the assertion we bad made long back. Our 
анто ls that 90 fur as we know no historian or university has 
‘ever dared to bring together under one cover all the (fictitious) 
accounts of Shahjahan's sponsorship of the Taj Mahal. No one could 
‘ever hope to succeed in such an undertaking. I was like trying 
to fathom a bottomless abyss of forgeries or fencing off an ocean 
of falsehoods. 


What Mr. Mohammed Khan has discovered, therefore, їз nothing 
bul yet another fictitious account. Any number of such could still 
be discovered ín any part of the world, because who knows bow 
‘many persons, during the last three hundred years, had their fingers 
in this make-believe pie of the imaginary Shabjahan sponsorship 
of tbo Taj Mahal 

‘The article itself has the "'germs'* to indicate that the *pie"* 

Îs stale stuff. The very fact that the book is а bodge-podge of 
the praise of one Moghul prince and a claim by the author of having 
been а master-builder of the Taj Mahal along with bis father and 
‘two brothers, and the fact of tbe book having been tucked away 
in a cellar for fear of Aurangzeb - all clearly proclaim that Lathfullah's 
ecount deserves to be ranked no better than the other Muslim 
‘chronicles namely as yet another cock-and-bul story. 

ürangreb was too shrewd, hard-hearted and hard-headed an 

‘emperor to ийегме such fantastic and fictitious claims. We have 
quoted Аит” з own letter to that effect elsewhere in this book. 
‘When he knew from personal knowledge (unlike modern historians) 
‘thot the Taj Mahal was an usurped Hindu palace, what Muslim 
mason or architect could dare curry favour with him claiming to 
be Ка creator? Ik was this fact which obviously led Lathfullah 


Recent Осо OF The ыма Lag 
* 
Mahandia to begule the tedium of an unen 
some Persian vere and tucking атау te bok y 
эм! regale posterity. He does not wem to he 
for bere we are, confronted with bis version, 
implicitly in it the ultimate and elus 
sy nt тыл a нш 
reccive by posterity coldly and droped Be «bot bi hte 
to make any impression. How could i hope to, anyway 7 Any won 
of Shahjsban's sponsorship of the Taj Mahal wil have to fex a 
battery of questions. So Ahmad Mahandia' бат tao has ben feud 
to glide silently down the drain of history by an unimpremsed porri, 
unwept, unsung and unheeded. 
Yet we are rendy to concede two uses of the Lal vean, 
Ts authoritarian claim is ший as а stick о best tbe ober equi 
fictitious versions with, and to turn them out of (he fid of hiatory. 
its other use is that we see no larm in admitting ада 
Mahandis* claim that be, his two brothers and their fiber Ahma. 
were among hone employed by Shihjihan as (жүй, 
stone-masons, scaffolding- erectors or Koran carvers whan Sbahjaban 
ad hose superficial changes made in turing commandeered Hindi 
palace into a graveyard. em 
Here we also admit that the different namen given 
accounts and books on Ње Taj Mahal cou al e we a wing 
in the sense that persons bearing, those names gave a band эм 
played a role ín turning the Hindu pace inia а Мый kn 
Because the tampering enumerated stove pede Бонне и Tani 
of which only a few hundred names have com 
there is no reason why they should be: 
Iia the role that is bing foisted on 
г at en ging on 


boar by 

TE 
P 

эм м vo ымы 


1n admitting all the names 
to be those of tbe true workers 
tomb transformation project, me once абы 


truth reconciles even the 


CHAPTER УШ 


YET ANOTHER CONFUSED ACCOUNT 
a x. 


IN ACCORDANCE with our plan to acquaint the reader with 
МЕ sampling of the wide variety of the traditional, confused 
versn of tbe origin of the Taj Mahal, we are reproducing here 
u from antaba article” which also appeared in The us trated 
West af Ind. The article runs thus 

“Whe the Taj Mahal was buit, the many mechanical aids 
statis today were unheard of; yet the extraordinary ingenuity 
iye © ila construction and the high deyree of engineering 
Жа чес in fr design make the mind pause 


one mosque which were to be 


ba. About 20,000 men were engaged on 


ya Another Confused Account 


together end ЗЫ ted with top зені, a 
э spaced à to сату а strong рацо, 4 ja 
roadway with a dope of 1 In 20, ta permit a oae a 
carts to run over it, and to bold dumpa of эт ам male 
work. This spiral platform was concious end тш ө 

dome, and remained in position UN the wor ты mane ie 
designed height of 240 ft. above ground Ind, ы 

engaged о bud the scaffolding and platform, rg m 
and 300 blacksmiths were employed on this project lone. Ты ы 
length of the spiral platform was about 4,800 f. Ты mortar жы 
hoisted by means of Persian vheda which wie fad onthe spn 
platform. These were worked by bullock and mule, 

Toe materials for the massive work were brought from many 
distant places. The marble stone was obtained from Mama iy 
Rajputana, for which about a thousand dejhanta were gud. 
‘The maximum weight of а block of stone was ant 23 tom, 
which in the safe carrying capacity of an elephant. A numero 
elephants were also engaged to work the pulleys 

‘The timber for scaffolding was brought from the Kashmir 
and Naini Tal areas. About 2000 cames and 1000 bulockcaria were 
employed for carting bricks and lig materiala to the construction 
эйе and about 1000 mules for lifting the mater along the spiral 
platform. 

"The marble stone required for drum and dome was drawal 
on the ground and then lifted and laid (а position by maana of 
the pulleys M 

“After the main dome and drum work was 
оп annexes and subsidiary Бал оца was taken in hand and compl. 
in the same manner. 

“Tere are four minarets at the four comers of (he T Mal. 

"Tbe river Jumma vas half а mile эу tram eani 
After the building was completed, the river was deri) 

pee ‘of the landscape 
to flow alongside the Taj to add to the beauty i 


ае of precious stones used. T арра (hat MSR ы 
‘Mond, of Turkey, was tbe chief байрла d ы 


The Taj Mahal А Temple Patsy m У 
ч. 


‘ployed on the construction, there were diverting the distant Yamuna river \ Sow dose wrongs 
- A fuí Marsi the less said the better, becuse we umet Gat 


A least one Frenchman, Austin de Bordesur, a оеша, ف س ا ا ا س‎ с 


Led : Mastin 
Precious stones used included 540 pieces of cornea e Mete, inyo of incessant Hunde! ud MEE 

Ө шту йв from Upper Tibet, 614 тасыма fron e rd to acing a fow Mare fan ora би 
en and 625 diamonds from Central We repeat that ancient or mediseval Muslim Wersture has ma. 
Туе construction of the Taj Mahal was begun in 1832 tat нгы text of йа own which could atleast make out a prima 
ot mpl Ш 169. t is belived to have сой more m Me сше for the ciim to any architectural or chil ийын 
ax Curt аз/ а bul of rupees which, in Lerma of tbe present vat Эй. Аа дат. this, we bave a whole bt of Indum, Rak 
Yeast len times as much. Two. chins ar азыт casssics which boast of sla in all specta of dil 


gineering surpassing those of our own times. No wonder iben 
prts ab ӨГ the Province. The allocations of expenditures on differ, ain a e to tn oo 
Ti «ie tecture have been carefully recorded in documents pil fortresses of Ajmer, Jodhpur, Jaisalmer and Bikaner, as wil. 
Which are stil existent. the wonder shrines of Konark, Khajuraho, Somnath, Aja, 
lors, Madurai, Martand and Mothers, to name only a fev. 


Hindu forts and palaces always used to be built alongside rivera 


the State office and one-third by the State 


“Sesh Jahan, magnificent in his kingshi 
magnificent in his зот whip, was 
in hia sorrows. This exqusite memorial of an emo 


Be rasp by the sorrowing Shah Jahan for Ыз departed елин" for two reasons. Riven proved в steed АЕА 
He manifestly designed. jt to qo down in history to а worshipful side and proved an unfaling, регныйй soars of wast: 

Fetes г hundred years after, i fs sill кашты ш ы Of Mansingh (Le. the one inberited hy i and эй eet 
of Be raprene achievements of the architect bunt by him) was, therefore, бабу erecta 0n > 
oct niet the above article to a close cross examination ‘That palace is the present Та) Mahal and therefore, diverting 

бы aain enia mentioned could of courae shen be oe s river was out of the question. 


expresion we concede that all tbose 
necessary when a buge palsoe complex bad lo be 


€ : apparently the = 
lana Ум Post-mortem carried out by some for transformation into a tom 
Ж 36 far эз they can visualize it We, however, object 
Mt oe О Pater and 30) blacksmiths and such others ‘The Taj Mahal has towers but no 


‘between the two, Muslim minarets 


= 


The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palase 


Ume, we disagree and sny that the temple palace known as the 
Tuj Mahal existed centuries before the Muslim invasions of | 

1 the concluding portion of the article the writer tells us that 
the peveious stones used in the Taj Mahal included 540 pieces of 
сотта from Baghdad, 670 turquoises from Upper Tibet, and 
э оп. Here we would only like to quote the sagacious Sir Н. M. 
Flot. He says :'* "The pretended accuracy and minuteness with 
which the value of gold, silver and precious stones is given and 
‘he astounding exaggeration displayed in enumerating sums convey 
to the mind strong internal evidence of fabrics 


Though the above remarks of Sir Н. M. Eliot pertain to the 
many versionsof the sJahanyimama yet they have a general application 
to all Muslim chronicles. 

We would, therefore, like to inform the writer of the article, 
Mr. Mohammed Din, and other reader, that the very meticulousness 
With which the figures and sources of various stones are given 
should arouse their suspicions. A discerning and gifted historian 
Tike the lata Sir Н. M. Eliot could with his uncanny insight soe 
through all such concoctions 

‘Toe documents to which the author of the article refers, which 
allegedly contain an accurate account of the amounts incurred on 
the Taj Mahal, сал easly be proved to be forged by the simple 
fact that the expenditure incurred on the Taj Mahal varies in different 
versions from four million rupees to over ninety million rupees. 
а between lies the source from which Mr. Mohammed Din quotes 
the expenditure to have been in the neighbourhood of 15 milion 
(а crore and а half) rupees 

The reference to the "timber posts bundled together" is another. 
ital which betrays the unauthenticity of Mr. Mohammed Din's 
source because Tavernier has already told as thot no timber being 
valable, ай scaffolding had to be of bricks and that is why the 
‘rat of the scaffolding exceeded that of all other work executed 

‘And above all the grestest drawback of Mr. Mohammed Din's 
artic i that be quotes no authority for his facta and figures. 

E 


M. P. 257. Eliot & Dowson, History, iid, Val. VI 


THE BADSHAHNAMA VERSION 
ANALYSED 


THE SAMPLE versions quoted earlier should suffice to convince 
the reader of the medley that in the Stuhjahin legend of the Taj 
Mahal. The more one goes into it the more confused one feels, 
As observed earlier, they form a big bottomless sbym which nobody 
can fathom. From everyday experience we know that a basie falsehood 
is never adequately covered ог explained by тууний falsehood. 
‘Such falsehoods go on multiplying in bewildering variety. Tis la 
‘exactly what has happened with regard to tbe Taj Mahal. 

fter а general survey of the various sources from which 
concoctions of the Shahjahan legend of the Taj Mahal have sprouted, 
we have arrived st the conclusion that Mulla Abdul Hamid labori, 
the court chronicler who admits the Taj Mahal to be а Hindu рсе, 
is the only honest one, A 

Let us, therefore, examine his chronicle а LL more 3 
AI this confusion about the origin of the Taj Matul Һа am 
саше historians completely ignored the wording en et di 
Vol. I, of tbe Badshahnama. Perhaps bis words wot ignoro 

" Mahal to be an original tomb 
they had all along fancied the Taj ‘Now that we 
raised as fabulous dreamland monument 10 loves 

have mothe, deer 
find ыт to be mare truthful and honest Jet u have woelan S 
Took at the account of tbe Taj Mahal given in the 


A ‘The Taj Mahal I A Temple Palace 
specus (жм zamini) yardon around it 

нм Stabjhan wanted to buld anything de novo would be 

hid had а majestic palace standing on it? The 


another would be stu 


acer very Herculean 
uie sud energy when he had anotber "grand" plot of land 


Teh be is sad to have given to Jaisingh in exchange ? Resides, 
That does the exchange show ? Docs it not show that Shabjahan 
Таны! Jasingh to fend for himself by building another residence 
hie Shabjahan made him surrender bis ancestral palace to serve 
5 а ready-made tomb for bis wife, as well as by the same stroke 
further impoverish a wealthy Hindu family and denude it of йз 
power 7 Was this also not consistent with the general Muslim usurping, 
raton in India and of Shahjahan's own bigh-handed behaviour 
wilh all and sundry which we shall deal with in a subsequent chapter ? 

We would Ike the resder to note that Mulla Abdul Hamid Labori 
refers to the removal of Mumtaz's body from Burhanpur to Agra 
in а very casual manner while talking on page 402 about somebody 
having been suitably punished for incurring royal anger. Mmtaz's 
body is brought from Burhanpur and straightaway buried under 
be dome of a lofty Hindu palace in Agra. What does it show? 
Lahor saya the expenditure estimated (to transform it into a Muslim 
tomb, i.e, digging and filing up а grave, constructing а cenotaph, 
sealing surplus staircases and basement rooms, engraving the Koran, 
erecting а huge scaffolding) was four million rupees. We pass this 
figure аз remonable except perhaps for some exaggeration and 
over-estimate to allow for misappropriation by middle men. Then 
follows a Yong silence. 


Milla Abdul Hamid Tabori gives some names and details of 


Teverie's talament that the сөң ofthe 
than that of the entire work. Here the cost of the 
Koranic engraving in seven timen that of th grave ant а 
Аз we have severi times eartierpoitad ot Ue dl 


Such a conclusion is unwarranted, Firstly, because Mulls Abdul 
Hamid Labori himself has given us a correct iden of the pula 
taken over. Secondly, as we have already pointed out, Muslim figure 
have to be cut to size by deducting exaggeration and over-estimate 
margins. The remaining figure would be reasonable because 
demolishing tbe basement. flooring and the ground flooring of a 
palace and superimposing a grave and а cenoaph on them and 
redoing the mosaic to match with the rich flooring of а Hindu 
palace, is bound to cost a buge sum. 

The following conclusions emenge from what Ёл 
ыа ee с E 
of the reign, Badshahnama + 1 

1. The Taj Mahal is a Hindu с 

2. Tt hod around it а majestic and spacious warden, 

3. The huge building complex was obtained а, 
at all) for almost a song, i.e. at best transferring 


‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palace 


sec пу ene the ton 
Tni iare nok mentioned. Most probably 
stead Wy ring Jaisingh 
Fore iat Jaisingh wea 
нна тааб 

“in Sa ope of un 
۳ the fact that Raja Jaisingh was 


4. The Hindu palace had а dome. 

Mumia was buried, зо they 
tater едед body was bought from Burhanpur to Agra 
ina. 

%. The estimatad expenditure (to transform the Hindu palace 
into a Muslim tomb) was Rs. 40 lakhs, (tbe actual expenditure 
а unknown). 

1, OF the above sum, Rs. 5 lakhs was spent on the grave 
and оюдуһ and the balance of Rs. 35 lakhs on the scaffolding 
and the Koranic engravings. 

Designer or architects are out of the picture, since the Taj 
Mahal was never raised by Shahjahan 

9. The Hindu palace was known as Mansingh's palace during 
Emperor Sahjshan's time though it was in the occupation of his 
grandson Jaisingh 

‘The above account being fairly plausible fits with the truth 
Ahat the Taj Mahal ix an ancient Hindu palace commandeered for 
‘conversion into Muslim tomb, 

PU erp quesses about the architect, and doubts such as 
dita) a 07 Ub amount spent on the Taj Mahal (Rs. 40 
oo low, are altogether unjustified and unwarranted. 


say, under that dome soon 


CHAPTER X 


TAJ 
CONSTRUCTION PERIOD 


МЕ ARE going to show from this cha 
whole Shahjaban legend of tbe Taj Mahal en pied 
Starting from the unwarranted assumption that Shabjdun had the 
Taj Mahal erected as tomb for his wife Mumtaz, every detail 
has been conjured up by different writers socording to their own 
fancy. In the result, history has been burdened with a mass of 
canards which baffled all attempts at getting to tbe origin of the 
тај Mahal 

їп this chapter we intend examining the question of йа actual 
period of construction. Had the Taj Mahal relly been bul by 
‘Shahjahan, there should have been no room or necessity for any. 
guess-work, for we should have bad official records of the 
commissioning and execution of such a stupendous monument from 
start to finish? The absence of any authentic record is a glaring: 
discrepancy. Some documents and records which ak timer find 
mention in some writings are apparent forgeries because they are 
hardly believed in by anybody. 

If the Taj Mahal originated as a tomb tbe date of lia 
‘commencement should be related to Матиш" death, But to sar 
with, the very date of the death of this lady is unknown. 

‘This in what Mr. Kanwar Lal мук! 5 "Малін eset ene 
in 1690, the date of her death being 7th June... but some mise 
have erroneously placed the event in 1631. There я wine 
їп respect of the date calculated; some mention. 
—___ re 

3.3 m The та ty Калу 1А; pie E E 
House, 67 Daryagan}, РЧЫ. Price Re. 0/7 


Thé Taj Mahal le A Temple Paley 


w 


ten be wife so doted upon by Shahjahan ay 
ficikious accounts of the origin of the Tyj 
entable divergence on the 


m 


jus bee mede oui in 
Mal, cou there ever be such a hme 


dui ef her desi? But as we aro going to show later, her death 
Meli тием! to Stehjshun. She was опе of his many consorta 
А lost 4,989 other claimants of the 


Ie har шет with м 
jer morous tendon 

Ж» Munus was ju one among thousands of the emperor's 
eser ме death could never call for any special monument 

The date of Murias’s death being unknown we are n а loos 
о know from where o count the six months that ber body ay 
inthe ттт n Burhanpur. Куп that figuro, “six months”, may 
afer all be oly approximate and not scurate 

Bren on erc Ает. we re tad, Mumtaz was buried "the 
nex y^" under the dome of the Hindu palace. This makes 
he date of her burial erm more vague 

In spe of this fundamental vagueness we would have accepted 
бе билп ofthe perd during which the Taj Mahal vas n- building 
Hf there had been any consensus about i among historians 
Саат, thew i none. Ш us soe how many versions there 
- 


1. The Miurashirwys Jnyankash quoted by us earlier says! 
Srey vog idi commenced ia 1601 A. D. and ended in 
= That gives us a period of а little less than 


2me 
rll Briannis says” "ie building was 


= ў km were employed 

AT бе enim line lh ТӨШ, atcur 
ve уш to complete." Unlike 

fre Uer irr ш ыз arte рен ce 


ты Mahal Construction Perio 


“Л турад 
fy the burg and экое! y иде ery So тч 


she siso expected \ гасб questa? 


stove, The Encyclopaedia Britannica wut i wt 


cur so" OTR 
oe aa ae et mame 


during which 29,000 men worked incessantly., The emt of lay 
been enormous... The scaffolding alone сой more an ls шүү 
work 

Even presuming that Tavernier arrived in Arm in 16, and 
the work began soon after his arrival (here, it should have sad 
from 1641 to 1053. But, Stabjshan was deposed and impen 
by his son Aurangzeb in 1658. How then олій the work of tbe 
Mumtaz mausoleum proceed ший 1989, Le. fiw уш afar Nt 
losing control of state affair? And if, in faci, It did, what are 
we to make of some Muslim accounts which claim thik the worl 
had ended in 16137 Then, again, the problem of the commencement 
of the construction still remains hanging in tbe alr. 

4. Mr. Mohammed Din's article? quoted earlier asserts, “The 
construction of the Taj Mahal was begun in 16@ and wm вй 
completed t 1650. " Here again we come acroas the sual vagus 
Mr. Mohammed Din seems to be sure only of the dala vien the 
‘building commenced. If we take 1632 us the year of commence 
then what are we to make of Tivernier's assertion thatthe work 
started in his presence ? Even accepting Mr. 
of the date of commencement we wonder why be 
vague and unconvinced about the dal 
was complete? His version therefore gives us 4 
with a big question mark thereafter 
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al to have been 


& Yer another version estimates the Taj 
Arors'?? book, 


wide constriction for 17 years. This is from 


He му», "'Shahjahan con 
fourth year after his accession. Several designs were prepare 
тает» of the art from distant lands but it was Afandi's which 
was approved. From this a wooden model was const 

the very your of Mumtaz's death. The splendid mausoleum way 


‘completed in 1618. 
I is not even certain that Mumtaz died in 1630. Eve 
that she died in 1630 she perhaps died towards the c 
year In such а case is it possible for the emperor to make a 
decision to build а drewmland monument, have a huge 
‘sanctioned for it, broadcast his scheme to distant lands, have 
prepare plans, have them sent to Shahjaban, from among which, 
We are told, he selected one, have a wooden model constructed, 
necessary workmen collected, the bewildering variety of material 
Ordered and construction begun, all by 16307 Is this an Arabian 
Nighla story or history? Had Shahjahan the peace and security 
Within two years of his accession to indulge in such a sentimental 
Project? Can things move so fast even in the best of modem 
‘dminsitrations blessed with swift communications and any number 
of architectural and civil engineering schools where one can find 
A duster of adept architects and engineers handy? Unfortunately 
such anomalies galore failed to arouse the suspicions of any historian. 
6. A like version Îs also found in The Columbia Lippincott 
Gasettoer™ If anything, it appears to be а little more sure of 
Maal than others. Tt states : “The beautiful Taj Mahal (built 
1630-1648) probably the most noted mausoleum in the world..." 
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аиы ed carving би Жони, КЧ 
Spssmodicay over 10, 12, 13, IT or уша. Wie oat 
deos strains, renovations or yam (eg a 
in the сазе of Ube Taj Palace) drag on for yar by fs мы ua 
жой to the whim of De new oir. Ty lr жим ы 
fet haie of truth in the different versns gut thors 


CHAPTER ХІ 


ТАЈ MAHAL COST ) 


JUKE THE period of construction, even the cost of the Taj 
Mahal has boon subject to vague generalizations ranging between 
four and over ninety milion rupees 


1. The lowest figure of the cost concerning the Mumtaz 
mausoleum is that of emperor Sbabjahan's own official chronicler 
Мий» Abdul Hamid Labori. He gives us only the initia) estimate 


Tut not the actual expense incurred. His figure is Rs. 40 lakhs 
(oar milion rupees). 


2, The Mahurashireeys jnyankosh figure exceeds that of 
Saljihan's awn chronicler by one million rupees. It tells us that 
the expenditure incurred on the Taj Mahal was five million rupees 
(Rs, шә)” 


3. Mr. Mohammed Din зау” : “It in believed to have cost 
Tory than а crore and а half of rupees."* That gives us the figure 
of over Ra. 15 milion. The reader may note the rising spiral of 
‘timate. Barting from a modest four million, we have alreay been 
sot aloft to a financial height of 15 million rupees in the rarefied 


Mirnonpbere of егей) accounts, Even Mr. Mohammed Din is not 


Nery sure. He contenta Ыт self ing, * (я 
15 3 with saying, “more than'* Rs. 


spy Mala Cot 
LI 
quas hitherto made range from &0,090 49 Бадр 
S. Seeman has noted” that “The mausoleum 
Балбал cost Rs. 3,178,005," mL 


6. The Diwan-1-Afridi™ another historical work, timate 
б талоо бтн! ШЫ ОШ ИШ, 


7. Оп the other hend, Mr. Bayard Taylor, an Amarican wha 
visited Agra in 1853, wrote in the New York Herald Tribune 
“A Sheikh who takes care of the Та) told me that the Taj with 

ius other buildings cost seven crore rupees. This a however, qul. 
impossible. 1 believe the гөй cost is estimated at 1,780,009 whieh 
doce not seem exaggerated.” "™ 

в. Ме. Kanwar Lal? writes : “Taking of the cost othe Taj 
there are all kinds of conjectures and accounts, One estimala pul 
i at 50 lakhs of rupees. This follows tbe mention of the figure 
in Abdul Hamid Labori's Badshahauma, According to is istorian 
"tbe Taj was com pleted in 22 years under the supervision of Makramat 
Khan and Mir Abdul Karim, and the total cost was (Йу Iita 
of rupees.’ This as several authorities point out ia ridley 
tow, even for the comparatively cheap labour and cost of malarial 
of those times.. There are others... who accept tbe figure of shout 
Tour and в half crore rupees as the total cosi. In Bis wiboriiaiia 
took on the Taj, Moinuddin Ahmed refers to s manuscript in whch 
Rudradas Khazanchi - a treasurer - has given a dead иши 
of the expense incurred on tbe Taj. This ia given part ty part 
nd to the lst pie. The total figure amounts 10 Re; АЛАВ 
seven annas and pies six only." 

‘The above passage claims that. Mulla Abdi 
put the cost of the Taj Mahal at Rs. 50 Lakta rd 

ioted Mulla Abdul Hamid as mi Bs, 40 lakh 

жшн at unt spect оа the mausoleum. ANE 
inis is just by way of a slight factual correction 


zron jol. 1, last lie. 
3. he harvey Jayankash, Wd, Val, 13 

2 Tn of India йам December 30, 1561, ibid. 
d d à Handbook or Visitors to Agra and Из Neighbourhood. 
RE VoM. upto daa y E A. Dm ee a 


by Lt. Col. W. Н. seman, Republished hy А. С. 

АТМА Am Press, Labore 
0. P. V. Keene's Handbook, Bid ^ 
Eum 
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= of рга Колата the cost of thy 
TRE н ре only reminds us of the wise barton 
Ti Maul Vd. M. ЕП that sycophant chroniclers added sych 


— imagination to impart Lo their 
Sij dans from har fertile imagination o imp ficio, 
accountê a touch of relly. 
Jay inge pe e be Taj Mahal Te hot o e соң ang 
Y ишо discussed heretofore should be enough to 


pe nit readers how the Shahjahan lend is ab, 
Pra from begining to end. Here we have seen how, without 
JM basis о srt with, numerous writers have indulged in 
У аде spin in trying to figure out the real cos of 
the Taj Mahal incurred by Shahjahan. But U * all destined 
o come to grief because they have all been working with the wrong. 
frenis, Had Shahjahan really built the Taj Mahal tbe cost would 
fave been on recor, leaving no room or need for speculation t 
Resides the actual cost of the project there is another interesting 
sleigh to it. Visitors to the Taj Mahal and lay readers of the 
‘Shahahan legend of the Taj Mahal take it for granted in their innocence 
bat Sbabjahan must himself have financed his wife's mausoleum. 
But our contention that Shahjahan was a hard-bearted, stingy, 
lecherous monarch hardly to be bothered about or moved by the 
death of one of bis 5,000 consorts, is amply borne out by Guide 
io the Taj at Agra." The Guide remarks, '"The native account 
of the cost of the Taj gives Вз. 98,55,425 as having been given 


tty the Rajas and Nawabs and out of the Emperor's private treasu 
Bs. 6,0790..." 2 к: + 


‘There is one little grain of truth in the above report. It is 
bal far from crestiog any dreamland monument for his dead wife, 
Ceara mei ted the occasion ss а lever to force а Hindu 
= ‘of bis wealthy mansion and, adding ingult to injury, 
hing na alts and Nevabs bear the major financial burden in 

^ ‘erstwhile palace the semblance of a tomb. 

X eii of te two mount mentioned above wut 
sa wre fictitious. Instead of mentioning round figures 


жоюы, 
жашы. atlas TH м Aera (Compton), printed toe 


— * 
having been contributed by Shahjihan and 

а ета 

ыл онеш р 

ing ee id from molem en ша н р 

жийдеш by veros pta шу тшш н ДЫН 


Another point t be nod à hk nid 
ves encase fiue. He ты шо уш, Fuit Me 
tng, 

overbearing. stingy. hard- bended and hari -hariad a names id 
spend even a farthing on a burial when be ох ext the ig 
cont from other subservient rulers, Even the amount Uh би gir 
rulers are supposed Lo huve contributed мети fis Менин 
fccording о Sbabjahan's own chronicle the еге cos di pot d 
Ta, 4 milion while the contribution ofthe oihar nde, ena 
above, i itself almost Ra. 10 millon: So the сода ti nrg 
is Unt if at all Ube actual cost incurred in bari Mea 
* commandeered Hindu place did amount (a Ras 4 min en 
that was extracted as a levy from Shahjahan's vassals and subjects 
Moghul rulers considered hens to have a divine it he 
off the caring of their Hindu subject 

Far from building tbe Ta) Mahal at Ма own com Sulis 
wns so stingy, eruel and bard-bearta tha he ей ew De mine 
York of Koranie carvings and sealing of serious chamber of 
the erstwhile Hindu mansion done gratia by fgg the labouran” 

‘This is recorded on page 14 of Guide to the Tis Ает ia 
ty Azeezondeen in Lahore) as under : "The йош wa 
ves Tie permet de in a la б S wee 
were said (о have been employed for 17 years: en hae 
Sr corn was cruelly curtailed by rapacious offical placed avar 

Apart from tbe cruelty part of the ra 
discrepancy in tbe above version 
20,000 workmen be Tus said thai Ube work tsi for 2 yat 
but the above account claims only 17 Yer. 
instance of the confusion and bluff and Buster 
traditional accounts of the Taj since bey wt 

Keene notes on page 184 of М / 
forced, and but little was paid lo ‘oficial 
day allowance of cash wan carta ty ны fg a ik 
was their distress and so frightful 


ER d 
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Beales od wort, Bie tne no werde tt tn pog 
wort rae! on for a period ranging between 10 and 22 ушн 
кйм lo чийа воо, AN ths vas naturii when me 
ду «Г he year a body of troop bd o be sent out La find worn 
fu герт cr end erry and айгыры: standard, booed 
беп and whisk em away to work without wage under the crc 
f the Whip and ham of menacing swords. IIs по wonder then 
that they weld, reed and either ded or прода Cond a 
mener to ш no money or мл t py por ит thd 
wags ever hope a bud anything, much ks а fabulous 
sem ow Net ii aii. maeh n ons iting 
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— ot a 
Dalai ecd Weld he an nt a m 
te ы їз трой Ql umero, д т 
so berms by baseless eccounta of Sajal MN 


mutetur and financial wonder Ша the 
son at the Paropeun scholars hem Md ы dre Pal 
re land contemporary forza € 
ven Muslim sources миш 19 Б 
hands but with в little difference, They VEN Ax 
ы fact of Shabjahan's crud maiming М би tes 
Mute hot Shabjaban amputate the hands of if бшш NR 
Tee isis! object that they may mo ld dr sr ey, 
oiber person for erecting а rival Taj Mahal. No one меи la bie 
starved this ily legend. Firstly, oud а mond vil û 
Highly “refined” sestbetc sene as to Conv and УМ T | 
Mer lue the heart. to treacherously aia ray the мю wid 
tolled for him? Secondly, would w monarch discon In hi 
Tereavernent be so нозе Маі xa a maim (ow sis МВ А 
tomb for his beloved wife? Thirdly, is commisioning а Taj Mihil 
sach а cheap joke that anyone- wilh a dying wile cl sess 
tbe same set of labourers and. ‘onder them ta build s rival Taj Mahal? 
Who would have the money, similar legendary. Jove for bis wile 
and the power even to dream of a Taj for his own wife? Obviously 
e romane vrist given ta cl ei 
encoction which passes muster 
‘Mahal, and biete Neia mn attempt огні et 
rudy in ordering th alterations to a Hinda mansion иы 
cat gratis, in an aura of romantic nonsese, Tha 
lo subdue tbe workers who used to nibil 
st being made to ой for no reum. m 


work 

Incidentally Shabjabun s attempt to pet би wo ial 
vncluson tui De 

Tons alone aloo Keds to the neo” sal 


* mere sustere meal to the workmen. 
tbe crack of the whip and flash of the ird f 
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Andiber concocted парай is tk Stubjahun intended to bul 
„май кич» ТЫ Mahal for hens” on the otber side of the 
Ae As corrboraion of ak some shrewd guides and some tulit. 
Майер раа out to ube poor visor some ruins on Ube other 
ee of the river. ‘Those are (be remains of Hindu pavilions on 
T aber side of the river when the Taj Mahal was a Hindu 
eras Thove ob detruyed during successivo Muslim 
icra when enemy forces forded the river to capture the Taj 
ing complex. Now those same Hindu ruins too are claimed 
э Munim construction, Since Stabjahan did not build the white 
‘rare Ty Mahal there was no question of his ever hoping. conceiving 
er dreaming to buld а black marble Taj Mahal. In corroboration 

fe quote Keene. On page 161 be observes, "The cenotaph of 
Shatjahan is conjectured to have been unsymmetrically placed here 
because be cou not complete s mausoleum be had contemplated 
for himsel! but of this there is no reliable record.'" This shows 
ut no matter which detail in the traditional Taj Mahal legend 
we try to pick up for closer examination it crumbles to pieces 
а » hopeless and atrocious concoction. 


CHAPTER XII 


WHO DESIGNED, 
WHO BUILT THE ТАЈ? 
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Let us bere take stock of tbe different efforts made Lo identify. 
M 

1. It is worth noting that Emperor ; ‘Shahjahan'a court chronicler 
NUM 
мам Аны ey аши oka 
i a ae Ae 
Sa tg wet 
therefore, quite in order. Subsequent writers bad no right to make 
epe 

Keene takes special note of this omission, He says" : "Тую 


ul jd Lahori was speci instructed Зу Shahjihun. 
though Abdul Hamid Labori was specially dra 


supervisors" Makama) Khan and Abdul Karim 
Tee e frc ta our extn t tns Ren А 
enough to get tbe palace altered iia a tomb 


Eden 


h A Tar T‏ ن 
m "‏ 


э, Te Doeiii Briania” prefer ta be sweetly vague 
wy ущ toa ibe plas bod been prepared by а council of 
М ct from a mimber of countries, Tt passes our comprehension, 
bow so many fons of scholars all over the world alowed 
Ташев a be so thoroughly hypnotized by the Shahjahan legend, 
da to be stopped short of а thorough research into all aspecta of. 
tbe Taj Mahal. 

4 We bave гну seen bow Bernier was silenced by being 
ши thet the designer of tbe Taj Mahal bad already been kiled 
ly Stahjohan so that the designer may not oblige any other potentale 
ty designing another wonder monument. We have already pointed 
out the absurdity of this. Moreover, even though ki 
name could very wel ‘live’ if at all there was any such person 
n fact, Ыз denth would have made Ыз name immortal. 

5. According to Professor B. P. Saksena,” ‘Though there is 
a reat unanimity among writers in the estimate of the beauty 
‘of the Taj thelr opinions as to ita origin and style differ widely. 
Seman in bis Rambles and Recollections makes the fantastic 
‘suggestion of its having been designed by a French engineer Austin 
de Bordeaux and by a ridiculous stretch of imagination identifies 
Ыт with Ustad Iss. But the suggestion із not confirmed by historical 
evidence, Vincent Smith, relying оп the testimony of Manrique, 
attributes the origin of the design to Geronimo Vironeo, a view 
which is rejected by Sir John Marshall and E. B. Havel. 


Med, the designer's 


б. Keene ders." "The names of 
$ the principal experts 
quy, bandni by Mohammad le Afandi, are given in а Persian 
sane ell the Талай -Taj Mahl porsesed by the Кайта 
ereditary custodians of the Та]. The authenticity of this document 


la somewhat questionable 
thomas nate: The reader may therefrom note that 
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give variously s» Agr, Ste and Rum (Бирн Т, 
муз” Mr. Kanwar Lal. а 


7, Mr. Motammad Khan's article" quota in an өл дщ 
э» а new same to the ойма for the honour of бире 
the Taj Mahal. That name ia - Ahmad Mabandis (and be tec 

This wild chase for the architect of the Taj Mahal throughs 
forest of rumours has proceeded meni 4 
ores of rumours has y for over ЭЙ) yara 
anybody becoming the wiser for t. Tired of that unending werd 
scholars of history had resigned themselves to Serving А a бш 
td quoting tbe several ames as just so many alternatives Lo chow 
from. Tous neither in the matter of the сой, nor the peril of 
construction, nor on the name of tbe designer is thero any unary 
On the other hand, a wide varity of alemstive i mentioned 
This could only happen when the very basis of the search and 
research is faulty. 


E. B. Havell observes, “Some Indian records of the Taj mention 
the name of one Mannu Beg as the principal mosic worker, bot 
in the list of principal workmen given by the Imperial Lorey 
Manuscript, five mossie workers from Калан] all with Hinds namas 
are entered... The best Agra mosaic workers of the preset ny 
are also Hindus..." 

The above passage is very revealing in many тирей. Wis 
the utter confusion thst prevails about the designers and workmen 
Connected with the Taj Mahal. Such confusion ris oy tese. 
of repented attempts over generations to fil in the Бада 
fictitious story with а view to make a cogent 
have resulted in European scholars trying t0 


‘The Taj Mahal Is A Tempie Palace 


hat the best Agra mosaic workers of 
я oe indus” dearly proves а long tradition 
e. f which the Taj Maha 


Жш“ that be ground the Hindus to 
over. The process 

‘Ghazni, of pulverizing Ind 
Aes anh Aurangzeb. Tbereter tempo slackoned because 
к төшүне of Hindu nitinalst forces In thst nightmarish 
led Indiana were ferret out of thoir bomes and towns We 
Pede and pesta off and со. What scope was there then to culla 
Qut or promo any studies ? И then the best mosaic workers 
Te Aes are ий Hindus, as testified by Havell, they could only 
te descendants of those who built the Taj Mahal before the advent 
Wi фи Muslims in India. This lends additional force to the conclusion 
that be Tuj Ман is an ancient Hindu building and not a comparatively 
moder tomb of the Moghul times. 

‘That the Taj Mahal is not the only monument falsely credited 
кв Shahjihan, is apparent from another of Havell'a observation 
Havet муг, "In my opinion the Delhi pietra dura (the figure 
raving of birds inlaid in the rear wall of the royal balcony in 
the Divani-I-Am, Red Port, Delhi) bas been wrongly attributed 
lo Shahjahan`s reign... The naturalistic representation of birds and 
‘animals was а violation of Muslim law. The strict letter of (Koranic) 
Jew forbate the representation of the likeness of anything which 
fia baven ative, or in the earth beneath." 


ince the pietra durs is an integral part of the Red Fort, and 

‘oka after-thought or a subsequent graf, Havel, in effect, concedes 

that tbe Red Fort in Delhi, commonly ascribed to Shahjahan, existed 

A pre Main limes when mh figure-dravings were not only not 
А considered essentia) decoration in royal mansions. 


‘The sutborstip of the Jama Masjid in Delhi and the city of 


— 


ve Deed, Who Bulk The T Y 
w 

à Delhi аг has been 
fet anita оГ proot bend they eg Salts hs 
Gren a scrap of wutbentle paper fron Bis ate P 
showing that be commissioned the Taj Maha) andthe otter babies 
ascribed to him. Had there been any such proof there veni ey 
oe SAS care атышын 

‘The pitiable state of Indian history in à 
ter left unchallenged, aries from the disitarealnem of Indioa 
erstwhile British rulers to subject them to а thorough check. Siac 
they, as rulers, manned the educational apparatus in Indla, no 
Indian dared refuse to toe tbe official line lest be be died mm 
educational degree in history and consequtnly be disabled from 
earning a living. Those not studying history were in no position 
to know that the Indian history being sut to generations wam 
ail perverted and distorted. Thus historians or otberwie, Indiana. 
fucked the capacity to challenge the history being taught о them. 

‘subconsciously the British administration in India was, however, 
aware of the falsification of Indian history on а very lange sale. 
Therefore, whenever claims afecting dr interest in нобай 
puddings were advanced they, very offidoualy, ordered investigation 
Knowing full well Uhat the result would be favourable to thems 
One such instances recorded in the Transactions of th Arches! 
‘Society of Agra.“ Y is a note on the Mubarak Малай or ОА Quom. 
House, by the Joint Secretary. He records, 
upon to inquire and report whetber the building oceupiet by tbe 
Custom House in Balliganj was а Mohammedan 
Toe tudin in quain dome 
mot appear to have been originally а Mob anis 


consequence or a being tho frst baling pie i 
after be news of the victory n 
Dosen. Tere are signa ontant Га тї porto TS 
set apart for prayer but thi И эй be found Bt 


‘by the Mohammedan emperors: 


Pras ts Aira 
Eig "Unt Ini by Dr, Edward Sachau. 


The Lith Century and Afer, Vol, Ш, iid. 
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Wh ти of the Archaea ct fA 
isn. 
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ке! (tie) Bas araya been done by 
MS particularly ooteworthy. Thus the 
s above, is dearly an ancient Rajput 
© Moghuls, 
тейеш 


surpation they 

forta ba 
© erave- а 
by roadsides 
з on ancient 


з тейеш 


Agra.“ July 


Mabel... Tradition has nothing to say beyond‏ چ 
p‏ 
aces scolar can get several revealing clues in tbe above‏ 
Fame Fey, i confers that what are known аз Salimagarb‏ 
md dés Misi ww both ancient Hindu buildings because‏ 
li Metin rers would never Lolerate Hindu ornamentation‏ 
Ji bangs they ordered, if any. What is more revealing is‏ 
ньо appear superfluous and‏ = 
P, hose buikiings were usurped. Conquerors‏ 
(meii ду be at а ber Lo ephain away the significance of‏ 


ереди эрит bading It is ornamented in s sort of Hinduised 
bad 


Sd captured buildings according to their way of 
Mt ы мыз wer bait by those professing a different 
Ji wie of mach алп inconsistencies, anomalies aod 
= Binary of every single mediseval monument 
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the troe history of India's 
being subservient to the British dared not 


A document called the Tarikh-j. 


= 
See nperi бш aam ie iq ERR 


to Pakistan. Reeoe's Handbook" nates, "Tte mult of die 
document is somewhat questionable." Obviously be has used the 
word ‘somewhat’ out of а sense of modesty and castion, What 
be actually meant to convey was that the document was an outright 
forgery. Even ordinary judgement should tel us that the med for 
а forged document arises only when а false caim isto be staked. 
Had tbe Тај Mahal been an original tomb the need for a forged 
document would never have arisen. The existence of och document 
is substantial proof that when the Taj Mahal was taken from йз 
rightful owners for being converted into а tamb or even exter, 
its original papers were destroyed and replaced by false documenta, 
That is why no aspect of the Та] as described in the эйсов 
version is free from doubt and suspicion 


EI 


CHAPTER ХШ 


THE TAJ IS BUILT TO HINDU 
SPECIFICATIONS 
E —Ó— 


HINDU PALACES of oM used to be buit in the midst of busy 
ove evr an the ruler used to ide on elephant tack in the 
Very contre of his military fore arrayed on а battlefield: 
de the plac alt the теа own room used to be in the centre 
A Uv йе. Tin peek of Hindu custom in battle und architecture 
hes 1o be taken into account when studying medi 


NL 


2 mor 


in Indis which, hough they masquerade ax tombs and mosques, 
are 0 ancient Hindu temples and palaces. 

‘The Hindu King and М» nobility being the chief buyers of the 
уды» of the choot merchandise, palace complexes often 


reviled socommoduilon for а bazar, This applies to the Tuj Mahal, 
aed le меп) ta by Tavernier. 


‘The very laem Ти) Mahal means а "Crown Residence’ or а 

"eren among residences. " Y does not in the lenst signify э tomb. 
A tomb and а palace are as different us heaven and earth. Had 
the words "УТЫ Maul" the least. sepulchral tinge, nobody would 
Juve dared name any Бо ва "Taj Mahal Hotel," for, which tourist 
‘would ke o live În a "Grave Yard Hotal'*? Rot tourists are attracted 
‘by the ume Taj Mahd precisely because the name connotes the 


фу und majesty of а palace or temple and not the эйе 
ie and not the si 
фот of а umb. и the silence and 


" CU o wre se eer] Matal cae 
ren Маһ. Аум, Shahjahan merely calls the 
regen an hiy m Sera while Aurangzeb calls 

аме mausoleum. This in further 
Sen tr oa. чаттар 
e (Нда) Taj Mahal (palace complex) had rows of 


—— ч 


spate BL To Tindu Spo 

а 
кыт forming» banar whi а prada 
ore dí tbom sume shops из ж preset ET TENE 


and picture postcard sellers and dealers 
of the Ту Mahal in euro and by moter 


Here we must also recall that tbe Encycl 
encre ine malar) balding ө ба ed REED 


фен houses and guard rooms. AN thee това 
f a palace but not that of а mausoleum, bis 

Misleading notions thst mediaeval budding ww Musim 
constructions, simply because they appear ta be tombs and mosques 
teed because long association and tradition ascribad to them Musim 
origins, got rooted in Indian history. Yet Western schdlm came 
very near the truth in asserting that Ube seeming Muslim bugs 
Were ‘built’ with columns, panels, beams, brackets and eveything 
"ise belonging to earlier Hindu buildings. We quie а typi 
Stoervation of a British scholar. He writes: "Facer Muhammadin 
invaders before Ube Adi Shahi - under Karimuddin bout 1316 tat 
uit a mosque in tbe fort of Bijapur, constructed out of Hindu 
resins. How far the pillars used there by them sre tor from 


That it consists partly of the portico of « Hindu lampie, bit Ш 
is not incompatible with the ides that other portions were 
from the original positions and resdopted their premi purae A 


inside a Hindu temple or mansion ter pit 1o 
‘every mediaeval building, the Western vn prenne "ни Б 
been built from debris of an entier Hindu CAME 


i й 
half the truth, It did not occur to them 
not build ath i on ay 


> — 
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aff and beak in the process and would 
me ot t din at ioa eet fm thee 
iem for erecting a building of d be quixotic enough 
Sls ting оен. Jnd руны 
О, nd bug, tenet mauri nie pace 
dadas asia bldg from the зале mater 
tie Hindu budim эы 
нї wouid be а ig Uima-consuming headache to sort them 
Ap MM arange inem to know wbich stone belongs to which 
A mand vlc portion. The magnitude of tbe problem may be 
Tum the fact that people wbo shutter their shops with 
Thanks have to number thase planks and to make special markings 
Ж мйне ther upper ends and inner or outer sides. Unless those 
ais are thus placed in their proper order the shop cannot be 
decundy shutter, When ordinary sbuttering with readymade and 
Ж-дү planks by a man well-versed with the job through 
ey practice becomes dificult without proper markings, could 
Bugs bubtings be raised in all their perfection and artistry from 
а medly of confused debris of а demolished building carried 
dsewbere? 

Monon, even that would be impossible because presuming 
hat be other material remains intact, would it not need a foundation ! 
o the simple truth is that the Muslims did not construct any 
Sang with Шм mel. The just steppe into a Hindu temple 

mansion tnd put it to their own use by burying somebody in 

‘it, rowing away Ube idol, chiselling away Hindu 
E: ерд ornamentation 
н iu graving the Koran over it. This 
mediaeval Muslim tombs and mosques look so 


similar to Hindu tam, 
See les and mansions. The same is true of the 


y is dismantled and all Из ston 


m 
жене theory whi 
TH Mehed io Deve nee j ph таргоу described the 


of the ndo-Saracenic 


ue Taj Is Built То Hindu Speciation, 


ale of architecture, а dream i 
{е өс. How very mien анас Mt 
een may now be gauged from our 

vee ө 17th century Muslim tomb enis Maal tote 
the 1h Century А. D. later converted by Mone e Be а 
«ре, and reconquered by the Hindus, ТЫ sare le 
absurdity in believing that medien Muslims ond bens 0н 
and tombs with stone obtained by demolishing Hinds Lamma e 
palaces. The absurdity is that mediaeval budinga are ah nanan 
э one cannot sta an «qt abl ora econ ah and at 
Soler А 
that alien inuslim rulers could strip Hindu buldings of thee 
le ا‎ a A 
then rearrange all that stone to creste massive, manic and 
lasting buildings out of material carved and designe by Hindus 
centuries earlier to suit tbeir own shapes, patterns and чиш. 

We have no intention, however, of blaming the Western scd. 
‘They were intellectual gants and pains-taking scale, li. 
being foreigners they had not been fully exposed ta tbe malpradims. 
of Muslim rule in Indis. As such they lacked a certain amont 
of personal experience of conditions in Indian history. Hven iben 
most of them, as observed by us before, came very near Ње truth. 
One such was E. B. Havell, а ‘great architect and one endowed 
with a deep insight. 

Havel has debunked the claim thut tbe Taj Mahal i the prod 
of any non-Hindu architectural style. In discussing tbe architectare 
of tbe Taj Mahal and the claim of some ноба LL. 
named Veroneo may have been its designer, Mr, Kanwar! 

Mr. Havell thus : -So И Virneo was 90 deny wal elie 
craft tradition that be could design а Lam 
laid down in the Shilpa Shastras, the dome Re 

amen would not hev bem s, Ты dome of TT 
and the dome of Torahim's tomb (in Bijapur) both e Sg 
‘on the same principles. They are 


5 ‘The Taj Mabal Is A Temple Palace 
f e dome are inlaid instond of being sculptured, The Taj Mahat 
ате ату sich a building ss one would expect Lo be created 
indi. by a group of master builders inheriting the traditions 
э Tuddbis. and Hindu buldings. The plan which consists of a 
atra domed chamber surrounded by four small domed chambers, 
lies the plan of an Indian pancharstns, or **five-jewellod"" temple, 


Tis proiatype, as 1 have shown elsewhere, is found in the Buddhist 
temple of Candi Sewa in Java. and ín the sculputured stupa shrines 
f Ajanta. Nether Sbabjahan nor his court builders, much Jess 


э obscure Malian adventurer, сап claim the whole merit of its 
achievement." 

How very dear is Mr. Havel in bis assertion that the Taj 
Mahal is built їп the ancient Indian, Hindu style and none of 
Bhahjihun/s contemporaries could design or conceive of it. We regret 
that Mr. Havell was unaware of the admission in Shahjahan's own 
official chronicle, the Redshahnama, that the Taj Mahal is an ancient 
Hindu mansion. Hod that confession come to light in his time be 
‘would have rejoleed tò find his architectural conclusion fully 
corroborated by history, and he would then have been acknowledged 
as an authority on Indian architecture far superior to Percy Brown 
or Fergusson. 

Incidentally, we would like the reader to note here the great 
Mr. Havell's observation that the dome itself and the inverted lotus 
esp over it are very ancient forms of pure Indian, Hindu architecture 
dealt with in the Indian Shilpa Shastra which originates in untraceable 
antiquity. 

‘The Indian Shilpa Shastra in its bewildering ramifications needs 
Хо be thoroughly studied and researched. In order to present а 
panorama of the ancient Indian Shilpa Shastra we refer the reader 
Хо the chart at the end of this book, showing the branches of 
the ancient Indian science of engineering, as compiled by a great“ 
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m record our gratitude to Mr. С. С. Joshi for lending. 
hari and an account of the late Mr. Vaze's Ме and work. 
anders may reler io Mr. Joshi's arüde on Mr. Vaze in the Maratbl 
var, Poona, dated March 28, 1985. Another article on 


X. M. Тиши, appeared (s the of de 
‘Marathi monthly Vishwakarma Vikas ает 


‘Toe To) Ie Bult То Hindu рма 


iniologisk and engineer Tacna 
give the reader an ides of the uy хера 
penance тое and scholarship that le ting al кат 
inson, ghata, palaces, canals, ‘cavum, 
the prettiest ulin t the ance Mans a om ef 
produced - namely the T Mah, Mur augus eet Me 
genealogical tre of tbe Indian Фра Shasta Qe ace o 0 
how puerile and hasty bas been the notion Lhat it wig были 
‘who commissioned the Taj Mahal: Эзим 


ты Me мг. T. V. Vi m RUD 

; V. Vae, an erty on ae 1 
ей ard archive, эы lm а ш шек Ши Ж 
December 16, 1889. ^ 


In the year 1801 be qualfe as a QVI Ragin 
Engineering College, Poona, India. =ч 
Indicating bow he tumed towards а study of ancient Ian 
architercture and engineer, Mr. Уе once wrote in the Voie 
Magazine (published from Labore, now in Pakistan) "twas mach 
surprised to find that during the whole course of my training in. 
engineering there was no mention of any Indian autor or unta 
or formula of engineering subjects (though) 1 had known eminent 
men admire (ancient Indian) buildings, soulplure, forta, mit 
guns and pillars. 1 therefore made up my mind to ме how the 
matter stands. 1 know the names of about 400 texts of which 
1 read fifty." 
Vade laymen have ben aly нм corey a 
the Taj Mahal is an Islamie-type baling, 
the late Mr. E. B. Haveli and well-known archaeologist lka Me 
BL. Diam, a retired archaologieal surveyor ander penat 
Of the Archaeological Survey of India, иша vor Tod RM 
and emphatically that the Taj Mahal is an ost and out на 
uit according to the orthodox and classe Hinds 


In his 46 page ook Ше Те 
observes "Neither the name 
пог tbe exact amount of e d d 
anywhere... Foreigners taking sii эи 
eec and correct estime o (aas. TE Le 
ia wholly indigenous in form and. 


O ail 
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ave been thoroughly versed in tbe lore of Hindu shastras, a veritable 
pundit indeed... The Taj both in body and soul із essentially Indian 
їп conception, indigenous in origin and savouring but little of 
or outside influence... One has only got to see that 


it bears the stamp of a culture and outlook wholly native to the 
core... Three phases (namely square, octagonal and circular) 


mit the aspects of creation, preservation and death which 


in tum is symbolic of the Holy Trinity of Brahma, Vishnu and 


Tbe architecture of the Taj is derived from the Lotus 
А sacred flower of the Hindus.. The whole architectural 
nposition are indigenous and derived from 


a which 


precede the time when there was nothing worth the name of Arabian, 


Muslim or Seljuk style architecture 


CHAPTER XIV 


SHAHJAHAN WAS INNOCENT 
OF SOFT FEELINGS 


ASCRIBING THE creation of the Taj Mahal to Stahjahan атина 
to crediting him with Romeo-like constancy in love to Mumtaz, 
and the soft heart of an artist, Far from thot, Shahajahan waa 
а hard-bearted, haughty, conceited, bigoted, stingy, fanatical, eru. 
and lecherous tyrant, And Mumtaz was a perfect maich for bm, 

Мазм Moinuddin Ahmad says," “European historians hava 
sometimes changed Shahjahan with bigotry traced to the ошм! 
of narrow-mindedness in Mumtaz.” 

Havell observes," ‘The Jesuita were biterly рате Iy 
Shahjahan. Only a short time before bar death, Маім Matal 
who was s relentless enemy of the Chritians, hal Баш 
Shahjahan to attack the Portuguese settlement In ОУ 


is stated 
priests to become Mobammedans (bul 
pieta Баин was grey iid sd 
the priests to be exceuted the nex. 
against the worst ошмз, that 
elephants." 

Keene says, " 
in autocratic pride, and was 
throne by murdering all possible rival- 


Bl. Рр. vi-te, 
January to June, 
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iner Shaaban personily, bis nature was unbending and mingled 
‘enn extreme pride, and contempt of all. 

Even Mulla Abdul Hamid's official chronicle of Shahjahan s reign 

үкөл in connection with the conquest of Daulatabad that * "Rasim 
uan and Kamba brought 400 Christian prisoners, male and female, 
Joung and old, with the idols of their worship to tbe presence 
Эрме Mith defending emperor. He ordered that the principles of 
the Mohammedan religion be explained to them and they be called 
upon to adopt it. A few embraced the faith. But the majority in 
perversity and wilfulness rejected the proposal. These were 
Gistributed among the amirs, who were directed to keep these 
despicable wretches in rigorous confinement. So it came to pass 
thst many of them passed from prison lo hell. Such of their idols 
‘as were the likeness of the Prophet's were thrown into the Jamna, 
the rest were broken to pieces," 


History is replete with descriptions of Shahjahan’s cruelty, giving 
4 lie lo the average text-book version of his being а man of great 
artistic taste and а devoted husband. Cruelty was Shahjaban's 
congenital trait, It manifested itself from a very young age and 
won for him the unenviable epithet of being a scoundrel of the 
first water, from no less а person than bis own august father, 
‘emperor Jehangir. 

Sabjsban's villainy manifested itself from a very young age 
towards even his kith and kin, not to talk of strangers. This may 
be illustrated by a typical passage on page 25 of Keene's Handbook: 
Не observes that Shahjahan in open rebellion (against his own 
father, emperor Jehangir) seized Fatehpur Sikri, and sacked the 
Фу of Agra, where according to Dela Valle, a noble Malian then 
оп а Мй to India, his army committed fearful barbarities. The 
Gilizens were compelled under torture to give up their boarded 
Aressures, and many ladies of quality were outraged and mutilated. 

її! в а ктей travesty and irony of Indian history that a ravager, 
lortarer, molester, extortionist, plunderer and destroyer should 
be римде! and praised sky-high as a devoted husband of Mumtaz, 
* connolseur of ert, а patron of letters, а conceiver of beautiful 
lungs and the usherer of а golden aye. This is an insult to 
Abe inteligence of bath teachers and students of history 


spabjshan Was Innocent of Soft udine 


алий. He is also credited two ан of bis ratem 
Jot brother, Kia me nori 

Shabjshun's phenomenal lechery an, 
wite Mumtars Neth or ly ae Stee Tor i 
ber to earth by inflicting on her 14 divers js qud 
cy tn tga ee ee Е 
list of the 14 children Мата hal to deliver to Sides [o 
record period of less than 18 years, чий ahe divert te tat 
and death sald "no more етй," appears i a foie eo 
page 57 of Keene's Handbook, Туе formidat lit whieh тими 
Ike family planning in the reverse, s as under & 1, Hund Nome 
(daughter), tom 1612, died 1615. 2. Jahanara, 1013 - a dar 
with whom later Shahjahun is reported (o have developed it 
sexual relations. 3. Muhammad Dara Seko, bern 164.4. Muhammat 
Shah Shuja, born 1615. 5. Roshanara, а daughter born 1616. б. 
Muhammad Aurangzeb, born 1617. This Aurangzeb в «cursed nama. 
in Indian history. He followed bis father Shabjhan’s example of 
murdering or maiming all bis rivals. 7. Umaid Baksh, bom 161, 
died 1621. 8. Suria Bano, born 1620, died 1827. 9. my unnamed 
son was born in 1621 and died soon after, 10; Murad lah, Born. 
in 1623, 11. Latfull, bom in 1620, died in the folowing e. 
12. Daulat Afzal, born in 1627, died the following war, 14 An. 
unnamed daughter died soon after birth in 1028, M. Oum, a = 
daughter, born in 1629. № was during thi childbirth Uwt Mumia 
died 


of hi 


Here is what Emperor Jebangir has to say about Na uem en. 
‘Shahjahan. ‘I гей that henceforward be (prine 
should be called а ‘Wretch’, and whenever the word "Wah! m | 


E | 


ог mention the anguish and. ri 
during these journeys and marc 

in pursuit of him (a rebellious prince 

my son." 


ба. P. 281 Еш & Dowson, Mistay, бИ, 
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E hen was ad 
ader ot anything, Shahn wa» а destroyer, 
pe bin e аэ дег Mulla Abdul Hamid Lahari 
mex e eom о o е ole of His Majesty th 
S UR bed De ntm ples had boen begun, but remained 
dese e e ri НН stronghold of infidelity. The infidels 
caet a fear, бел His majesty, the defender 


ә 
TE edm 
ey pem 
qme 

Lx E tad been destroyed in the. 
stove pone 


d throughout all hig 

il temples that had been begun should 
ted from the province of Allahabad 

district of Benares," 


TE = 

ee is tom 

< a pon principle before students of h 

n ever в builder. “йу 
eS cre 


Lim mane эн Hindus were ousted from their temples, their 
EAM wer rom ой and the same buildings were used for 


EM i this practice of India's alien Muslim rulers which 
T ai mey setae tot sd mosque Jooks ine ample 
«Bots талію 
Me Races Lal's book notes," "'Shabjaban was professedly 
x eis Sene, and probably at the instigation of Mumtaz Mahal, 
Bead ент the destruction of Hindu temples. . He had broken 
& the sangle of the Christian Church st Agra..." European 
Sedes. Bender ani Малис, describe numerous scandals 
= wth the private life of Shahjahan, and depict him a 
арб creare, whose only concern in life was how to indulge 
la bet xey end monstrous lewdness. According to them 
Be ferent fancy beran in the palace, the maintenance of a lange 
menter 4 la gira by the state, the presence of hundreds 
mite mela in the seraglio, were so many objects for the 
= of Bihan» lust. Manucci says, "А. would seem 
Re iy Ling Seabjshan cared for was the search for women 
SPs Valo writen about the intimacy of Shahjahan 
"rm of Jalar Khan and Khaliuliah Khan, and saya that 


жыр! Wan Innocent of Soft Ping 


за 
d became so notorious that when 

TEXT 
HIIS 
went by, they shouted “O Lance of Satur lee Rt 
Bernier remark» that Shahjahan had a мейш ez ual! 
Manrique speaks of машта violating Un cha а Пей, 
of stayiota Khan with the assistance of bia doug E Me 


Een namaste er 
Begum... Tavernier writes in the same strain. 
eA. 
elder daughter 
Shahjahan, was very handsome and of lively parta and. hi 


loved by her father. Rumour has it thal his attachment reached 
а point which it is difficult to believe, the justification of which 
be rested on the decision of Mullahs or doctors of law. Мот 
бо them it would have been unique to deny the King the раба 
of gathering fruit from the tree be had himself plantel." Vincent 
‘Smith has it that ''the earliest evidence of this incestuous conection 
is to be found in De Laet, and that it is confirmed by ‘Thomas 
Herbert." 


LA us now sce what the Mahirashireeya Jiysnkosi has ta 


his father was alive Shahjahan rebelled against 
but without success. On coming W the throne (168) be HN 
all bis (near) reattions. Defeating Shahji in 16] be эзен 


against, Europeans coming to India and b sew iental e 
meddling in religious affairs, On tbe ground tht Vw Parum 
indulged in religious persecution Shajahan ent ал expan At 
(ваг silent on tbe banks of tbe Наді, панд Se 


Э Ties & Downe, History, Iud, Ve 
, Va. уп. 
3 di PATH iy Kanwar Ll, ia. 


[x71 
8. P. (83-13, 
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„ыле фи of Shahjahan’s lechery and cruelty i 
aA ul Ssh hd any spacial attachment 
Amas. She wan just one among the 8,000 consorts in biy 
atem im addition to the many wives, sisters and daughters of 
т Alora and subjects and slaves which he usod to help Мт 
with for immoderate sexual gratification 

Par from Numlaz's death beroaving Shahjahan, the later made 
м» wife n political tol even їп her death. He used her death ag 
штей pretext to requisition Jaisingh's magnificent hereditary 
face, there denuding one more Hindu of his wealth and power, 
ince Siuihjhun hod в deep hatred for the Hindus 

By bis very nature < stingy, conceited and lecherous Shahjahan 
was the la. man to spend any money on such sentimental projects 
э building а tomb for one of the many women he fried with 
whether in his harem or out of it 

Шке all other so-called Muslim tombs - i.e. Hindu buildings 
used by them first as residences and later as burial places - the 
‘Tw Mahal too is not a single tomb but an ancient Hindu mansion 
reduced to an Islamic burial ground. Besides Mumtaz, Shahjaban 
Himself ls buried by ber side. But that is not all. There are two 
‘other graves in the same precincts 

Mr. Kanwar Lal observes, ‘AL the other end of the Jilokbans, 
towards the east, thore are again two buildings. These are the 
tombe of Satunniss (Khanam) who was a favourite attendant of 
Mumtaz Mahal and who was entrusted with the task of looking 
After the temporary tomb of Mumtaz Mahal at Burhanpur. .. Similar 
le the tomb of Sarhandi Begum, another of Shahjaban's queens. 
The two structures аге built exactly alike. 

About Sotunnisa Khanam’s tomb Keene observes on page 161-162 
‘thir Handbook, **The body said to be buried there was of Mumtaz’s 
devo maid. The tomb (buit by Shahjahan) is said to have cost 
Rs, 30,000. She died childless widow at Lahore in 1617. The 
‘quarter at Agra known аз Chitti Khana (a corruption for Sati Khana) 
a founded by ber. The tomb proper consists of a high octagonal 
Hit... round а ewtral octagonal mortuary chamber. That Taj is 
‘aed on good authority, but the special assignment to her of this 
Particular tomb has no better foundation than popular belief." 


SW, Tie Tij oy Kanwar Lal, mad. 
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Thot shows thst ike every other = 
Зарой even the Satunnisa Khanam йч ы the Taj Matat 
tomb ike mounds were ered in unge Hras aan A meh 
Hindus many not reclaim and re-use those pnm alone th 
kaw othe Hindu weaken ot те бардыр i ‘The Muslina 
sites, So, erecting fale oblong gravelle maar iE ca 
strong military contingent or planting a acres Pig 
practically nothing. It was a simple uy Mid ощ 
claim Hindu buildings for Islam, and jt Bed 
is de of m sen ER 
tomb may not contain the stated corpse, "эм 
But there are also other details in sa 
maaana a e 
maid festering corpse ali the way from Labore to Agra alit. 
‘of about 400 mies - in those daya of pedestrian transport Secondly, 
why would Shahjahan spend Ra. 30,000 on it when be made 
of labourers slave on Koranic engravings and sealing the superflogu. 
apartments of the erstwhile Hindu mansion, witout pay hemi > 
even a single pie? Thirdly, bow could а mere maid found alba 
named Sati Khana in Agra? What does founding mean? 
Khana із the ancient part of Agra reserved for Hindu 
` "Sati" i.e. burning themselves on the pyre of thelr бай 
This shows bow Muslim history bas made fabulous € 
everything in Hindusthan in the name of even 
burqa-covered Muslim maids, potters and water camis. 
its octagonal shape clearly indicstes that i i am. 


building. Fifthly, did even the maid's Шейле 
so much as Rs. 30,000 to justify that much epin 
tomb? Was her house worth much more it ene BE 4 
Rs, 30,0007 Has the emperor Shabjahan bull 

all the maids of his court ? Would as stingy 


н Tee TH Mahal eA Teal ny 


honor ae 


Sod apartments. Since it was all a “grab and use"" affair, 

symmetrical apartments were used to bury s quon sade AA 
in, respectively = 

lad Serhandi Begum dio} earlier and Mumtaz later, our 

Vodka may have rapturously described в concocted romance between 
Shahjdhan and Surhandi Begum to justify bis building of the 

Mahal as a fabulous tomb for ber. Indian histories relating p. 
Muslim period are. therefore, false assumptions, later stuffed = 
ennecetad descriptions to justify and explain away those fantastic, 
Magal, baffling and sbourd assumptions. й 


CHAPTER XV 


SHAHJAHAN’S REIGN NEITHER 


GOLDEN NOR PEACEFUL 


то CONSIDER Shshjsban's reign a golden and peaceful period 
of history, эз is commonly asserted in ай accounta af bis rus 
tabling him to build tombs, mosques, forts nd palace ines 
fea travesty of the truth. Hia was one of the mort troubled rg 
ful of pestilence, warfare and famine. That it was роон! ia теңей 
merely to justify the false credit given to him for constructing 
же magnificent buildings aa the Ts) Mahal in Asra and he d 


subjects - namely about % per-cent non-Muslim residents of Indi, 
were subjected to beastly tyranny. 
and their temples were being constantly jemolished. We have also 
seen bow Sbahjaban murdered all bis 


Can the regime of а ruler, by ny m 
termed a golden and peaceful period ; 
is safe and tbe Ме and property of т Ои КЫ 
* golden and peaceful period If it 


so-called Jama Masjid in 
Shahjehan did not have 
the 


scaffolding for alterations in 
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аму ascended the throne at Agra on Gth Feb 
nding to the Ат Nama of Mobammad Kazim," gure, 
M five control ofthe throne when he fel il on 18th Spit 


167 ad Ne son rose in revolt, fhtng against one anota w 
gin the crown. 

hber reign tus lasted for 29 years and seven mont 
‘he whole of this period was full of incessant wars, revol, 
is amps кы! (ише and be reser wil Ting et 
4 yer to year account of Shajhan's reign which should see 
Jo refute effectively the traditional concept that it was з perg 
f pasce and plenty during which ай that he needed Lo do to bai 
"be tedium of every our was to make love to women and sods 

minions ad rise buge buldings as though through sheer magi 
The acount as compiled from Elliot and Dowson's translation 

of extracts from Ardshuhoama by Mulla Abdul Hamid Tahon 
‘Stahjuhunnams by Inayat Khan, Radshahnamaby Mohammad Waris. 
Атај? by Mohammad Kambu and Shahiehannama ty 
Mohammad Sadik Khan, is as follows ы: 


4, (On the secession of Shahjaban, Jhajhar, son of Nar Singh 


‘Deo, left the capital Agra, and proceeded 

d to Undchha, his stro 
Where be set about raising forces. A force w iha, his stronghold, 
‘under Mahabat Khan Khan Khana, 


2 In the campaign 
тег Dhalpur. 


a5 sent against him 


against Khan Jahan a battle was fought 


Е 


тар Nether Golden Nor Pesce [ 


iie 4h year of the reign, Khan Jahan took to ight 
€» jinin and Navis. Nearly 400 Afghans and 200 
Pr ris force were slain Dharur fort was captured 
Vires (wing between Ahmednagar and Solar) was 
4 Te fort ûf Stunda, about BO mies north-east of Arangibd, 
was captured 
э. Kandhar (25 mi 
of Dharur) was taken. 
10. Operations against Mohammad Adil Shah of Bijapur were 


undertaken in the 5th year of the reign 

11. The emperor returned to the capital, Agra from Burhunpur 
ar 1 ong stay, tired and angry, because Azam Khan had proved 
ineffective in managing the affairs in tbe Deccan. 

12. Hugli fort was captured. 

13. The fort of Galna was the scene of another campaign. 

М. In the 6th year of the reign Bhagirath Bhil, chief of his 
tribe in Malwa, rose in revolt. 

15. In this same year an extensive campaign was undertaken 
to destroy Hindu temples. 

16. Daulatabad was conquered. 

17. Kasim Khon and Kambu brought 400 Christians under guard. 
‘The prisoners including females were asked to turn Muslim or face. 
torture and death. 

18. In the 7th year of the reign, Prince Shah Shuja 
against Parenda fort. Many engagements were 


iles south-west of Nanded and 75 miles east 


marched 


Chauragarh fort. This campaign, like many others It А 
tale of brutal torture by Shabjahan's forces 


20. The fort of Jhansi was captured. 
21. The imperial army was despatched to mile 
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o MES 

fon to reduce Randhar, Nanded,‏ ا 

Lape ‘Sanyamner, Nasik, 

agi, Use. ^ 

ا 

f pee. 

em oan Jeb fought at айг, Indapur, Bhald, Kalyan, 

Dat and Lohagon. Khan Zaman entered Bijapur 

Baie, Mid ni d ew nal plc e 


Mere cords the Badshahnarms o 


ip т id ia тит plundered a the ora АЫ, 
PET a. Til O6 mil from Dalaba! were capture 
We e yr f ere, e fort of uir was captured, 
me Sub iro beatin arose Mahuli und Muranjan 
e ong with the young Niamehah. They 


Jad to Shabu"s surrende 
жетт also required to surrender forts Junir. 


Taris, дабл, Jund and Haire 

25. The Bundes rose in revolt under Prithviraj son 
who had каре! earlier massacres 

23. lae Khan, governor of Kashmir, was ordered to proceed 
«әли Tha, with 80,00 horse and foot 

7. In the 11th year of the reign Kandahar and other forts 
were capture. 

7. Kuch-Haju ruled by Parikshit and Kuchbihar by 
Lakahminarıyan rose in revolt 

29. A campaign was undertaken in Baglan area comprising nine 
forts, 34 parganas and 1,001 villages. 

30. In the 12th year of the reign Manikraj, Raja of Chetgaon 
vns subdued 

31. A punitive expedition was sent against Sangi Bemkhal, ruler 
Af Gre Tibet, who had seized Burang in Little Tibet 
qe e b yer of the reign, an attacking force advanced 
from Sistan against Kandahar. Khanshi fort near Bust was first 
aplurnd but later abandoned. 


39. Prithviraj, son of Ji was impris 
" cu 300 of Jhajbar, was captured rod imprisoned 


Trymbak, Tringalwadi, 


И Jiujtar, 


м 


34, In е b year o e is, ап xpi : 
bellus Kolis ad Fal i буга Ed ERR 


45, Jast Singh, son of Raja Basu of Kangra, Jed a re 
nperor. 


35. In tbe 15th year of the reign, a campaign was launched 
а Singh. Mu, Nurpur and other forts were captured. 


against де 
37. In the 17th year of the reign, the imperial fores had ta 
be sent against the Raja of Palaman. 
38. In the 19th year of the reign, a campaign was undertaken. 


i Balkh and Badakshan which were keys lo the acquistion 
cand. Murad Baksh was sent with 0,000 horse and 10,000 
rocketmen, gunners, etc. The emperor hime bai 


P 


musketeer 
to proceed to Kabul. The fort of Kabmard was capture, ad Kunder 
and Balkh were conquered. 

29. Sadullakhan had to subdue rebellious samanta in (be 


conquered territories. 
40. Aurangzeb, who had been sent to the troubled атаб: 

had to surrender Balkh and Badakshan to Nazar Mohmmad Khen, 

‘nh year of Shabjaban's reg: 

eign the Persians advanced mesa 


was sent to defend the 
Jong sod deeper 


and retreat in the 
41. In the 22nd year of the 
Kandahar, The imperial army 
but Bust and Kandahar had to be surrenderwd at 
batten 
42. People in the territories of Gham ч 
destruction of their crops and Dl [nnd 
Stabjsban's armies in the 2308 year 
of tha 
а. ты can compen еі Ue 
ares in the 25th year of the reign, AB 
despatched for the recapture of 


years of the reign. 
45. In the 28th year, Allami 
and chastise the Rans. 
A6. In the 29 year of bit 
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foe the capture of Golkonda and Hyderabad. 

47. In the 2005 year of his reign, Shahjahan ordered his son 
Aurangzeb to kad a campaign against Bijapur. 

48. During this period which marked the end of 
суде reign the imperial army had also another irrepressible enemy 
in Raja Jaswant Singh 

Incessant wars, revolts and plunder with the 
dislocation in all productive activity and destruction of all produce 
reduced Shahjaban's helpless subjects to acute distress. Here is 
a sampling of what borrors and privations they experienced 

"The description is taken verbatim from Sbabjaban's own official 
chroniclers account, namely, from the Budshahnarna of Mulla Abdul 
Hamid Labori 

Mulla Abdul Hamid Lahori begins the account? of the fourth 
your of Stahjsban's reign, Le. 1820, (tbe very year in which Mumtaz 
{a believed to have died) on page 338 of Vol. 1. On page 362 continuing 
be narrative of (hat year of the reign, be writes : "п the present 
year also there had boen а deficiency in ‘he bordering countries, 
‘and total want in the Dakhin and Gujarat. The inhabitants of these 
two countries (тойола) were reduced to the direst extremity. Ше 
was offered for a loaf, but попе would buy; rank was to be sold 
for а cake bul nove would care for it; the ever bountious band 
‘was pow stretched to bey for food; and the feet which had always 
trodden the way of contentment walked about only in search of 
mstenanoe. Por а long time dog's flesh was sold (as) goat's flesh, 
‘and the pounded bones of the dead were mixed with flour and 
wold. When this was discovered the sellers were brought to justice. 
Destitution at length reached such a pitch that men began to devour 
‘exch other. and the flesh of a son was preferred to his love. The 
numbers of te dying caused obstructions in the rogás,-and every 
Ea eme di ра terminate in death and who 

power to move wandered off to the towns and villages 

at x 
fedi cd peny По lis wii had ben famous for their 
elained no trace of productiveness.. 


uhjahan's 


quent 


p eign Neither Colden Nor Pesce dn 
directed the officals in Burhanpur, 
eese с. 

‘One can well imagine tbe diseases that may have raged 
gf dog's fleas being sod in place of mutton, а son's [ge 
фу Мә parents and pounded bones of carcasses being mised wil 
grain Nour. 

Now it is up to the reader to figure out whether, in such 
a year of acute distress, Shajahan would ever launch on a fabulous 
project Ike budding в monument over tbe body of bis deceased 
Mie Mumtaz? Moreover, such distress was not peculiar lo the 
Tourth year of the reign. Tbe author of the Budshahmama, in the 
extract quoted above, begins with the words “In the present yaar 
Seo" which show that famine was endemic. What monarch dare 
begin a massive monument in such conditions! And how wouk 
be have the money or the workmen to build an expensive memorial 
ta love when people were dying like Пиз! 

It should also be remembered that in the heyday of the Moghul 
dynasty, from Babur to Aurangzeb, Shabjaban was the only monarh 
who was deposed during his lifetime and died а prisoner of it 
‘own son after nearly eight years of incarceration. 

Had Shahjahan's reign been marked by pesce and plenty the 
news of his illness would not have resulted in open revolt hy al 
his sons and other subjects. But that such рио 
upheaval did take place only shows bow Ма ene ош a 
тайт vas seething with trouble and discontent Here wi ti 
‘Namgir Nama of Mohammad Kaum" saya about Ube sal О 
Shabjahan's inglorious reign : "'On Bv of 


occurred in the administration, and gt 
the wide territories of Hindustan. The 
‘Shikob considered himself beir-apparent, 
want of ability for tbe kingly offic, bee 
Of greediness to cut the robes of 

suited for his unworthy person: 


anus, 
LIS EN 


65, PP. 178-179, Rid. 
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ae. Tistfcied and rebellious men rud their bamia 
ee on every side. Turbulent raiyat» refused to 
he sel af rebellion was sown in all directions, 
Perched auch a beight thst in Gujarat Murad 
throne... Souja took the same course 


in Beni 
H Siuh jaan э reign had boon Ube golden period that it is wrongly 


desired to have boen, rch utter choos and countrywide rebellion 
d ever lave erupted when be fel i. The passage quoted 
Nove proves beyond s dobt that discontentment, disorder, punitive 
Gr famines, corruption, massacres and immorality marked 
Sails s entire reign. That was why discontentment seething 
ander bis oppressive bold manifested itself throughout his realm 
Ж soon m pews of Ыз ness was Known. Had his rule been wise 
and benevola he news of his Illness would have evoked a touching 
reponse fram bis subjects. Par from that even bis own sons rose 
in opan revolt. What greater indictment could there be of Shahjahan'a 
(mis) rol! Such was not the case with India's Rajput rulers because 
(му wore gd fathers, benevolent rulers and noble human beings 

Even the quick survey made above shows that in a 30-year 
régi Soabjshan conducted st least 48 campaigns which gives us 
an average of more than one and a half campaigns per year. That 
means Stahjahan's entire reign wes marked by unceasing warfare. 
And y current historical texta assert without any justification 
that Shabjshan's reign was а golden and peaceful period 

Ла Мајот to such incessant warfare, various regions under 
ынаа а control were often subject to famines. Far from being 
* реке! and glorious period, therefore, Shahjahan's rule wi 
ее of tbe most horrid periods of Indian history. This knocks tbe 
Mom out of the concocted descriptions, unsupported by any 
dene, documentary or circumstantial. ascribing the suthorship 
Of the vo called Jama Masjid and tbe Red Fort in Delhi and tbe 
Taj Mahl ia Agra to Shajahan. 

Тана İn bis memoirs alludes both to old Delhi and йз 
Jara Masjid. Tamariain was in Old Delhi in the Chrismas of 1288. 
RM Mice iil ‘came to tbe throne. Tamerisin 

‘Sunday it was brought to my notice that a grest 
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unter of infidel Hindus had sesenta 
sera crying with hem алт им pov epee a 
о defend themselves." This gives m direct le to the шыл Г. 
pan tu te Jama Mini and des fend Ope В 
Tamerisin aiso specifically refers to the fort of 
says 7 ^M my tid no longer ost vi ба GE 
Т о people of Delhi 1 took а ride rund Us ш, en E 
muni cty. Toe buldings are йу. Ту ary тити б 
Torifstions buit of stone and brick, and they are тшу 
С Debs also hes а similar strong fort, but lage en d 
of Siri. From the fort of Siri to that of Olé Delhi which isa considerat 
distance, there runs a strong wall buit of stone and cement. Tha 
part called Jahanpenah is situated in Ube midst of the Шыдай 
city. The fortifications of the three cities have 30 gates, seven 
оа the south bearing towards the east, and six on the north sd 
bearing towards the west. Siri has seven gates, four towards the 
outside and three on the inside towards Jahanpansh. The fortifications 
of Old Delhi have 10 gates, opening towards the interior and ama 
towards the exterior of the city... T appointed an officer to protect 
the Mosshman quarter of the йу." 
So 230 years before Shahjahan, we lave bis own anonte 
Tamerlain meticulously referring to Old Delhi, ita fort, the i 
gates and tbe Muslim localities, namely, tbe ares around. 
now the Јата Masjid. It is 


buildings and Old Delhi itself were 
тыз is dear proof of what Sir H. М. Eat Bet 
“‘impudent and interested froud” of mediaeval 
When the founding of the city of ОМ Dall 
of the (Red) fort of ОМ Райы and tbe Jame 
have been falsely sscribed to Shahjahan, a 
wonder if the Taj Mahal in Agra too has bet 


(CHAPTER XVI 


тт IS sometimes innocently asked by history teachers that if 
the Taj Mahal had existed centuries before Shahjahan, how 
there are no earlier references to it. There are three anwsers to 
this question. Firstly, the Taj Mahal, being then palace and not 
а monument open for publie inspection as it now is, used to be 
‘Gosely guarded. It was accessible only to the elite and then only 
on invitation or conquest. As such one cannot expect the same 
prolific references (о t as a tourist attraction that one comes across 
Án these days of publicity and modem communications 


‘The second answer is that ancient and mediseval India teemed 
with mansions, palaces and temples of bewildering and bewitching 
variety, so much so that being all very spectacular, one could not 
be distinguished from another by mere description. АП that could 
‘come down to us or could be recorded by any visitor is that "реу 
"are of indescribable beauty’ or "wonderful, attractive, 
magnifioent.™ For instance, in Indis under British rule there were. 
about 565 native rulers. Most of them owned many beautiful, 
usurious palaces. Can any description distinguish one from tbe 
other specifically? Would not those who happened to visit these 
luces merely nay that they were magnificent ? Similarly, mediaeval 
‘chronicles are full of praise for Indian mansions and palaces, but 
{фе problem is bow lo tell one from the other at this distance 
i: Jk may also be remembered that their ownership and 
herd. T tnd roads keep changing with every historical 
Va we me ашина guter ity in identifying a bing 
ааа ову И la metier adres and antecedents 
midea inanon provided by the description in Muslim chronicles 

macho Каша temple in Mathura which Mohammad Ghazni 
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says could not huve been complete. 
in Vidisha (modem Hhiss) which 


i. 


in 0 ya, 
ld he 300 quy 


descriptions have been он or nobody bos nit и 
mention of them because Inda teed with meh МШГЕН 
in one single city, powerful and afMuent Indian етм. Even 
а dozen palaces, all rivaling one another in bay 
How then could one be distinguished from the other. 
descriptions? The records if any would 
palace - one or the other. 


төт 
*ely eer othe Ra's 


Despite such very good reasons for not expecting 
details in valer records of what Is at res Кий ER Ma 
luckily, Babur, the founder of the Moghul dynasty in [odis wig. 
was the great great grandfather of emperor Shabjihun, has MV 
us a disarming and unmistakable description of the Taj Mall, If 
only we have the inclimation and insight to grasp А. So our thin 
answer to the question why no mention is found in ale chronies 
of the Taj Mahal and other building is that though many a Uma 
there is a clear mention of such budinga, our senses изилд! 
by traditional tutoring fail to grasp their significans- Such the 
case with tbe Taj Mahal. Y 

Оп page 192, Vol. П, of his Memoirs emperor Batur talk АЛ 
"50а Thursday (May 10, 1825) afternoon 1 entered Agr en l 
up my residence at Sultan Tbrahim’ palace.“ Later. 
Babur adds : "А few days after the 1d we bad a grt fi 
11, 1525) in the grand hall, which is adorned with te 
of stone pillars, under the dome in the centre of 
palsce."* 

Jt may be recalled that Babur captured Del and 
Tbrahim Lodi. at Panipat. As such be came 10 


83. Pp. I92and 251, Memoirs of hi B4 MAM 
of Hindustan, Va. П, wm hy wl ie 
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ип Lodi, himself an alien conqueror, 
pace v Dente ой» de рше м Аз Wh Da 
cupis as Ibrabim's palace 
Te meriting I Tabor says that tbe palace is sdomed wi 
ite peine of tone pilara. This is a clear allusion to the four 
e ramen towers at the comers of the Taj Mahal plinth, 
Жыш decre a "grand hal” which is obviously the magnificent 
BE which now houses the cenotaphs of Mumtaz and Shahjahan 
uter further tes us that in the centre it had з dome. We know 
iai the central cenolaph chamber has а dome. It is said to be 
emily situsted because it is surrounded by ten rooms. Thuy 
% в dear that Bubur lived in the palace currently known as the 
Tuj Mahal from May 10, 1528, until his death on December 28, 
1530. intermittently, That means that we have a clear record of 
Фф, existence of the Taj Mahal at least 100 years before the death 
& Musas (the so-called Lady of the Taj) around 1630. Despite 
mach а der mention our histories and accounts of tbe Taj Mahal 
the worl! over Blandly assert that the Taj Mahal was built аза 
tomb on an open plot of land by an inconsolable Shahjahan lamenting 
the death of his wife. 


Bedur’s mention of the Taj Mahal is, therefore, tbe fifth direct 
proot of the Taj Mahal being an ancient palace. The first four direct 
тён were : the mention by Shahjahan's own offical chronicle 
‘Sas the Taj Mabal was Mansingh’s and Jaisingh's palace; а similar 
aémimion by Mr. Nurul Hassan Siddiqui on page 31 of bis book 
The Oky of Taj; the statement of Tavernier on page 111 of bis 
Timmai is Indie that the cost of the scaffolding was more than 
at the entire work concerning tbe mausoleum , and Peter Mundy's 
mention that the Taj was а spectacular edifice. 


IE may then be asked bow the Taj palace which was under 
be vompation of Emperor Shabjahan's great great grand-father 
Bete, pened out of the family's possession and was owned in 
Жын} time by Jaisingh? The explanation is that Babur's 
des Hesayen bad been bereft of al his father's (Babur's) conquesta 
de iota and bad to flee a fugiive. He did retum to Indis bl 
SEM tls mentis of bis conquest of Delhi. Soon after Babur's 


Gent, riore, many territories, cities and bulldings passed into 
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Hindu hands. Among those wary Pa 
Mahal V тау be recalled that Jar, ы М m4 ue my 
to begin ull over again. He had to win a ш of Piibur, һы 
against Hemu, e Hindu general, before te ды et Pul 
Deihi and Agra and Fatehpur Sl, At that ed Yon d 
‘st Agra развой into the poavcasion of the Jaipur Rage МА 
wich Шит fred о en 1u dug T ай) 
Mansingh, a scion of the Jaipur royal house, who was aed Мета 
and a vassal of Akbar, was the owner of the Tj Matai, mee 
to the Badshahnama it was from Manaingh's ыбын Л 
Cathey мш домана реа дад 

Vincent Smith tells us that “Babu 
Жор ус eet ia 
proof that Babur died in the Та) Mahal. Taj Маш is lle шү. 
palace in Agra which had a spectacular garden, The Jain. 
refers to the garden аз "збе zaminj'' meaning verant, spudon, 
lofty, lush garden precincts. 

Babur, being а newcomer to Indis, wil попой а nostalgie 
attachment to his Wert Asian homeland. He ad, therfore esed 
a wish to be buried near Kabul. Accordingly, his body was cariad 
there. But for this fortuitous occurrence, cording to th lk. 
of the usurping Muslims in Indis, be may have bem bul т 
the Тај Mahal where he had been living a the time of ie ба 
Had be been buried there, our histories would have husidy бикле! 
‘Humayun’s great mythical attachment to his father Babur, indudng 
him to *‘build’* the Taj Mahal as a wonder tomb for Babin, 

‘Again, if insted of Mumtaz, Stabjahan's ober quem Seti 
Begum, who at present lies buried in an ouler apartment ot 
Taj Mahal grounds had died im 1690, sbe may have 
in the central chamber of the domed, usurped Hindu 


Thus the Taj Mahal once barely missed being WSU une 
tomb in 1590 A. D. and once again bardy 
to posterity as Sarhandi Begum's tomb over 4 


аа P. о, Attar tbe Ghat Майна Vis Se 
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On pages 109 and. 1100f ü 


î 1830. They brought out our paternal sunt and our mother 
an the pretence that the doctors were coming to look. All rose, 
They took all tbe begums (harem women) and my mothers ta 


he Grent House.” CA footnote on page 109 describes the Great 
House as а palace.) 

"The death was kept concealed. On Friday, December 29, 1540. 
Humayun mounted the throne." A footnote on page 110 says, 
"abur's body was laid first in the Ram or Aram Bagh, on the 
‘opposite side of the river from the present Taj Mahal, Later it 
was taken to Rabul.” 

The sbove passages make ik quite clear that Babur died in the 
Taj Mahal. When it was known that be was dead, the harem women 
living elsewhere were brought to the palace called The Great House, 
Le, the Taj Mahal 

Later, in order that Humayum had to be crowned in the Taj 
Mahal, Babur’s body was removed from the Taj Mahal and was 
turri serons the Yamuna river and laid in the palace called Ram 
Bagh aliss Aram Bayh. This explains the belief among historians 


‘and archaeologists that the Ram Bagh palace in Agra has something 
o do with Babur’s death. 


Describing the preparations being made for the wedding feast 
oF Hindal (son of the late emperor Babur and brother of emperor 
Humayun) Gulbadan Begum writes, "The jewelled throne which 
my Indy bed given for the feast was placed in the forecourt of 
Ты (Mystic) House and s gold-embroidered diwan was laid in 
front a t, (on which) Hîs Majesty and the dearest lady sat together. 
ЗЧ the large octagonal hall (of Tbe Mystic House) was s 
he jewslled throne, and above und below it were spread out hangings 
‘embroidered with wold, and wonderful strings of pearls. " 


sur Lived 1o The Taj Mahal 
m 

Te octagonal ball of the Mystic House is obvi 
octagonal hall of the Taj Mahal in which a huna Soom 
Shahjshan raised the tomb of Mumtaz, and in 1665 Lx 


a 
Wa fuer emperor Shahan. Ta Mah ce e ai 
fiue terse cinta ш à i tan raat Sal 


motifs. The same building was also called the Great Н 
ijt was a magnificent royal residence. ше... 


L 


CHAPTER XVII 


THE FALSITY OF MEDIAEVAL 


SIR Н. M. ELLOT, a'well known historian. bas observed in 
he preface to his eight -volume study of numerous mediaeval Muslim 
chronicles thet they are an “impudent and interested fraud." He 
fully justifies his conclusion by his comments during the study 
of hose chronicles. Here we quote his observation regarding Muslim 
hronides which purport to record for posterity events of the 
fourth. generation Moghul emperor, Jahangir. Lay readers and even 
students of history have been kept blissfully in the dark about 
the utter unreliability of those chronicles 

IK sbould also be remembered that Jahangir was the father 
of Emperor Shabjahan whose suthorsbip of tbe Taj Mahal and the 
famous Peacock Throne we are challenging in this book 

Sc Н. M. Elliot's observations about the Jahangirmama apply 
equally forcefully to all mediaeval Muslim chronicles. They are ай 
less exmples of gross exaggerations, false claims, suppressions 
of truth, and blatant misrepresentations. For instance, wherever 
hey any that the Muslim rulers destroyed temples and built mosque 
“4 that they mean is that tbey just used temples as mosques by 
aprodting and throwing sway the icons. 

Woerever Muslim chronicles claim that Muslim rulers of 
залп founded tens, built forts and constructed roads and 
its or dug wells and tanks, their claims sre invariably false. 
They came to Indie to enjoy ready wealth and mansions but not 
омй nd build, Nether did they have the time, money. patience, 


ть Pity OF Мойн Main бизде 
= 
AU the above obeervaions are fuy П, 
"d lustrated in Se 
Eliot's appraisal of chronicles юзе, м. 
танаи шашы па, y 
Thee are several worka which 
‘Autobiographical Memoirs of the Emperor Шы БА 
confusion in their Utes.. There are two dating g LI 
Memoirs which differ entirely from each other, Major rut gs 
опе, Anderson wrote upon the other. Tt wil 
are varieties of each edition. ‘pen io that hey 


“А few instances may as well be 
‘exaggeration of the Turik f> Salim “Shel me 

“AL page 2 of Major Price's translation it is mid “Om thia 
occasion | made use of the throne prepared by my fir, and 
enriched it at an expense without parald, for the celebration of 
the festival of tbe year, at tbe entrance of the Sun ini Wie. 
In the fabrication of the throne а sum not far short of len ктоо 
of ashrefies, of five mithkals tbe sahrely was expended in jewel 
alone, a krour being the term of an hundred las, und a li 
being 100,000, independently of 300 таша of gold, Hindistan 
measure, employed in the workmanship, esch maun of Hind bang 
equal to ten mauns of Iraq.“ 

“The translator converts the value of jewels alone into 180 
milions sterling! an incredible sum, as he justly observer: bit — 
the more sober statement of the Tuzat/-dJahanert мун ‘nly ay 
lakhs of ashrefiea and fifty mauna of god, Hindustani esum 
aod there по mention r tòa OS oa 
“А little below we read, "having hus 
throne of my expectations and wishes, T оте! it 
crown, which my father had caused to be made Mur 
of that which was worn by the pret ings of 
before me, and then, in the presence of the) 
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of five mithkals, the whole purchased by my fatber with the resources 
Of hie om government, not from anything accruing to him by 
Inheritance from hi predecessors. At the point in the centre of 
he lop part of the crown was s single pearl of four mithkals 

fof the value of one lakh of ashrefies, and on different parts of 


the same were set altogether 200 rubies of one mithkal each, and 
auch of the value of 6,000 rupeces. Altogether this superb symbol 
of supreme power may be valued at two millions sterling.” In the 


smáller work and in the authentic Memoirs, there is no mention 
whatever of this costly crown. 

AL page 5 Jahangir says he remitted certain sources of revenue, 
‘which yielded to his father no less than 1 
of gold, equal to 16,000 mauns of Irak." The Tuzak says 60 maung 


X) Hindustani mauns. 


Hindustani, and the authentic Memoirs give no sum. 
AL page 14 be says that ‘the workmanship alone of the citadel 
‘of Agra was completed st the expense of not less than 180 lakhs 
‘of ashrefies of five mithkals each." which tbe translator with a 
mote of admiration converts int о! uzak gives 
only 36 lakhs of rupees, and the authentic memoirs 35 lakhs of 
rupees 
"AL page 15 be says that ‘the temple which had been built 
by Raja Mansingh and which the king demolished for the purpose 
of raising в mosque on its ruins cost in its construction nearly 
36 lakhs of five mithkals ashrefies’ which as the translator says 
Î» 5,40,00,000 rupees! The Tuzak says only 8,00,000 rupees. 
"А. page 32 be sends to Shahzada Parwer a chaplet of pearl 
of фе value of 5,00,000 rupees. The Tuzak says 100,000. 
7M pago 34 he says "that Daulat Khan left at his death property 
‘equivalent. sccording to the translator, to 120,000,000 /-°. The Tuzak 
maye only 300,00 tumans of jewels besides gold and other specie. 
“М. page 37 be tates “that the property of his brother Daniel 
mounted in jewels (о five crore of ashrefies, and two crore in 
(гөш of the same currency of 63,000,000/- sterling.” The Tuzak 
e sent na lo the amount. 
22M. урн B1 Lhe йыз of Himu is sald “to have been set with 
арен, rubies, emeralds, and pearls, to the value 
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of sixty los of asbrefes or 5400001. stating 
only 80,000 Tumans. The Tuzak му 
“AL page Т, in peaking of the preparations fo t parit 


of his son Khusru, be says, "40,000 horses fe 
sables, and 100,000 camels were brought a e 
‘The Tuzak bas nothing on the subject Bs: 
ТМ page 79 be saya bo delivered о Jamel Beg 00 hr 
to be distributed amongst the Badakshanians, und that the onde 
60,000 rupees to be distributed among the Durwaiibes at Adj 
‘Tho Tuzak gives the sum at 30,00 rupees, snd mentions nang. 
about the donations to the Badakshanians, 


At page 88 "the jewel cheat of Khossrou is aid to have contained 
18,000,000 sterling !" It must have been a pretty lange and buy 
опе to have beld only £ 18,000, and the Tuzak says nothing about 
its contents. 

“After these instances of exaggeration, who wil believe thie 
valuation 'immoderstely augmenting the numbers of all things." 
"There are also other additions and omissions, For instance the оош. 
of the rebellion and capture of Khusru varies in several essential 
particulars (in the diferent copies) W at the conclusion of these 
occurrences, instead of Jahangir's returning to Agr, be gesta 
Kabul, as he is said in all other histories to have done, 

“Amongst other omissions, a very striking one ja that not 
only is there scarcely any allusion made to his propensity to drinking 
but be speaks with pious horror of thia disgraceful adiielion of 
his brother Daniyal; whereas in the true Memoir there ae i. 
many drinking bouts noticed, as in the Memoirs of ange sre 
‘grandfather Babur; and the extraordinary potions (à чы 
‘confesses would have shamed even that immoderata taper: 

Above is just а sampling from Sir Н. M. ЫШ 
made by him from time to time to prove his 
chronicles are atrocious concoctions. We woul Ie ө. 
observations of our own since there are many poste 
the notice of even Sir H. M, Eliot and other 
of bis type. 

Every student of Muslim chronicles and visor to 
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well to question tbe very basis of all as 
monuments would do 
vad to im and carefully consider whether they are cor 


Feces cian end can vad te eri ete 
eee Gis gated sve, h may te road i 
Pe M дез tow ver wot Hinds cladd. Tho amuse 


мейин in Muslim chronicles as having been spent on it werg 
тигу for repairs. That expenditure was grossly magnified and 
mere repairs were misrepresented аз actual construction of the 
fort, What is more, even tbe amount spent on those repairs was 
‘extracted from the citizenry by means of a special levy for their 
gen future вай effective suppression and slavery 


Where Jahangir is said to have destroyed Mansingh's temple 


and built а mosque over its ruins, all that the reader may gather 
from й is thet Jahangir had tbe whole temple staff driven out 
or converted to Islam and a Muslim group installed to throw away 
the idols and use the same building for Muslim prayers. The paltry 
sum spent on it lo uproot the image and repair the damaged flooring 
was grosily exaggerated and the whole operation misrepresented 


за the building of a mosque. This has happened throughout India 
в the entire millenium of Muslim rule. 

Here №. may also be noted that Mansingh was Jahangir's own 
brother-in-line and в Hindu courtier who had incurred the odium 
of leading military campaigns against his own relatives to consolidate 
Moghul rule in India. And yet Jahangir bad the fanatical cheek 
le destroy a temple built by his own brother-in-law and staunchest 
‘of supporters. If such was the condition of one of the highest 
of courtiers closely related to the Muslim sovereign by blood ties, 
‘Soe may well imagine the plight of those Hindus who claimed neither 
power snd position nor royal kinship. 

The crowns, thrones, cities, forts, palaces, tombs and mansions 
‘which Muslim sovereigns and nobility are claimed to have constructed 
swe all fiatiering concoctions falsely recorded in ink by the facile 
= eme scribes intent on making easy money by currying 


AB ове were items looted, usu L- 
- , usurped, commandeered 

TT ted from pre-Muslim Hindu rulers. Muslim chroniclers 

a the vuln of ise captured or looted townships or building. 
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ridges, canals ete. were constructed by their Fed 
patrons. It is such overlapping prevarication which has given wy 
Buch fantastic versions that the so-called Rubub Minar wig 


boi by Kutubud 


1k may also be noted that Jahangir was the fetber of Shahjahan, 
If Jahangir, as we have noted above, has been branded as a nolarious 
prevaricator. his son Shahjahan was worse, Shahjshan hired the 
services of Kamyar Khan to forge a new chronicle of Jahangir's 
reign three years after the latter's death, to carefully imine 
from абалда own chronicle ай adverse reference ta tbe rebellious 
Suabjsban when the lator was а prince. Testifying to thin, Вг 
Н. M. Elliot observes” '"Не (Karigar Khan) was at last Induced 
to undertake it (writing a spurious History of Jahungir's ren) 
‘at the instigation of tbe emperor Shahjahan in (be third your of 
Ма reign 

Jabhangir's chronicle contains many flattering references to Bin 
father Akbar. Jahangir invariably professes to be a very obedient 
soa overflowing with filial affection. Por instance, he cabna (0, 
have built a tomb for his father (which be did not), He says thal 
‘when later he used to pass by his father’s tomb be walls ar 
intended (sic) to walk barefoot. Sich sentimental faisson 
mushroom throughout Jahangir chronic of his rign. ТЫ) ый, 
to be taken as nothing more than attempts 10 rod day 
atrocious behaviour ns a faithleas, treacherous son and aí кА 


Akbar bas himself described bow Jahangir wanted lo. 
Later when Jahangir did not succeed i erly Pont 
Akbar, the former started an open novall: Tt | 
make Akbar a prisoner, be would have torture 

And yet the whole of the Jahangizme exile 
having been а doting son. 
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versions unless they. 
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Juve, therefore, 10 
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CHAPTER XVIII 


THE ‘LADY OF THE ТАЈ 


THERE SEEMS to be lot of confusion about the very name 
of Sbahjahan's wife who, we are told, ties buried in the central 
chamber of tbe Taj Mahal. 

IK could be that the appellation "Mumtaz Mahal" got affixed 
to ber only when she was buried in a Hindu (Crown) palace which 
is what the term ‘Taj Mahal” signifies. So it Îs not the building, 
as is commonly asserted, which derives its name from the woman, 
It is vice versa, namely, that the woman derives her posthumous 
title from the magnificent palace in which she had her second burial, 

‘This conclusion of ours is based on Shahjshan's ovn sourt 
chronicle, the Badshahnama, which says." "Оп tbel7th 2-T- Kad, 
1040, died Nawab Aliya Bagam, in the 40th year of her age... She 
had bome him eight sons and six daughters..." 


Maulvi Moinuddin Ahmed observes™ that ber original name was 
Arjumand Banu Begum 

t would now be pertinent to inquire who Uhin so: called "lay 
of the Тај" was; what was her status in Shuhjahan'a houasboldi 
What was her ancestry and bow much was ber worth in Shhjahan’ 
eyes? 

Arjumand Banu was the grand-daughter of Mirza Ghlas Tate 
the Prime Minister of Jahangir, and one of hi " 
Jt eds to be pointed out here thot this lias Вер #ы ЫЙЫ 
Wailer in the Persian court raised to prime 
Moghul court because his beautiful and influential 
to become Jahungir's mistress. Thus bia grand: 


alias Arjumand Вали Begum was a commoner by 
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Banu's father was Khwaja Abul Hasan (also jagen 
aa Yamin -ud-Duila Asaf Khan) and mother. Diwanji Begum, 
fn 18, Mumiar was married to Sbahjahan in 1612. She 
therfore 18 while Shajahan was 21 years of age at the time op 
bai marriage, But she was not Shahjahan 's first wife. Shabjahen 
fir wife, the queen, was a great grand-daugbler of the ruler of 
Persis - Shab Ismail Sufwi. Shahjahan had numerous other нщ 
and thousands of consorts. He not only was married before taking 
Mumtaz as his wife but also married again after ber death. ja 
between these weddings he also used to take consorts by the hundrad 
into his harem. Tt is, therefore, futile to argue, as is 
done, that Shabjahan was so devoted to Mumtaz as to lose al 
interest in life after her death and that he, therefore, perpetuated 
ber memory in в magnificent monument. 

‘The ado that current historical texts make about Shahjehan's 
mythical infatuation for Mumtaz is not justified by tbe historical 
records of those times. Mumtaz was apparently so insignificant an 
inmate of а harem teeming with 5,000 females that no historian 
has bothered even to accurately mention the dates of her birth, 
death or burial at Burhanpur, in the Taj garden or under the Taj 
Mahal dome. This is borne out by the following extract the 
building of the Taj was commenced in 1630, or one year after the 
death of Mumtaz Mahal. The date of the completion of the building 
inscribed on the front gateway is 1057 (1648). It thus took 18 years 
to complete. The cost was three million ster! 

The above passage varies considerably in its details about Mumtaz 
and Taj Mahal from other accounts quoted heretofore. It implies 
that Mumtaz died in 1629 while others say she died in 1630 or 1631 
ое 1612 A. D. The figure of the cost too is altogether imaginary 
since it quotes no authority. 


Tbe "Lady of The Ta)" 
Ll 
‘The suthor is wrong in believing 
sb оз the foot gateway maria багш AA 
Mahal, Jt only implies, if at al, that the Koren tan De 
Hindu place was completed on that data. The inte 90 ê 
silent. precisely from а sense of mult. The sumi tne e t 
Mahal took 18 years to build is apparently based on thie Фе Taj 
is therefore wrong. The year 1630 AD. i ше. м 
commencement of the construction of the Taj Matal 1a би" 
mistaken because for all one knows Mumtaz may vw hen eei 
until 1632 A. D. And then it should take at least a bud 
to discuss plan to кыйа rsen) Nomi E 
hire labour and bogin construction, This version, шо, heehee: 
proves how the whole Shahjaban legend of the Taj Mahal in all Blu 
and bluster. This 18 year claim also conficta with Taverniee's cim. 
that the Taj Mahal took 22 years to build, 


‘The traditional myth of Shahjhun's соода griet for 
Mumtaz is a typical instance of arguing backwards, whichis fallacious. 
‘The myth arose from the belief that Shahjahan was the builder of 
a grand tomb called the Taj Mahal. To prop up and sustain 


and exclusive attachment to Mumtaz meant to justify 
‘expensive momument in ber memory. Had he been so. 
would have been в mention about it in histories. But Ш 
a word about it anywhere. Tbe only special romance, f any, m 
in narratives of the Moghul court, relates to Jahangir and 
Nurjahan. As regards Shahjahan, tradition first starta fr 


premise, namely that be built the Taj Mahal as a 
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or ber, he could have buit s monument where his wife was first 
ried Si months later the body was exhumed, which was a sacrilege 
and violation of the teneta of Islam, to be taken to Agra. As a 
matter of oct if the Тај Mahal took 10 to 22 years or зо to build 
according to traditional fiction, why was the body carried to Agra 
from the original place of burial within six months of the death ? 
What vas the hurry ? 
Another Interesting fact is thot even in the precincts of the 
Taj the dody was again interred in a temporary grave for another 
six months. Thereafter it was laid where it is supposed to lie now. 
‘These are very important facts which need to be carefully examined 
Had the Taj been really built by Shahjihan over a period of 10 
to 22 years employing 29,000 labourers one can imagine the hespa 
of building material lying all around with the large labour force 
wandering all over. In such circumstances would it be possible to 
keep the body of a dead queen right there to be trodden over by 
an army of humble labourers, in the dust and din of a huge project ? 


In our view the rational explanation is that soon after Mumtaz's 
denih she was buried in Burbanpur - the town in which she died 
Sixmonths later when Shabjaban visualized the possiblity of ousting 
Jaisingh from his resplendent hereditary palace, using the death 
of his wife as a lever, be kept exerting his royal pressure on or 
Dbrowbesting Jaisingh out of his luxurious ancestral home. Since 
Jaisingh could not be so easily prevailed upon, Stahjahan had the 
body of Mumtaz brought from Burhanpur to serve as a sort of 
эп ultimatum, When the body itself was there as an handy asset 
for the emperor and the entire Muslim nobility to browbeat Jaisingh 
with, could be old out any longer ? He had to surrender bis ancestral 
palace, 

Within а few months its central octagonal throne chamber was 
dug up. Two trenches were made in the basement, and Mumtaz’ 
‘exhumed body was interred in one. Above the basement in the throne 
Chamber two cenotapha were raised so as to be directly above the 
rives in the basement. The other trench in the basement маз for 


Д1. In the preceding footnote we have shown bow Mulla Abdul Hamid 
ims as Mumias wis in er forth year Cand no the tuy seventh? 
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‘Shahjahan. The conotaph above 
tron th th of rar au el a 
com easily be buried in the open t i e e Sa Be 
disturbing the cenotaph above, This waa, an en 
burial for himveif «ойде Muman чыш, М, er i mi 
һә vos сиза for m. The ampi fl t to manns a S 
hrone chamber above the basement lst, while the he 
һу untemesth, others ше the main appr hane 0 М 
purpose, thereby violating their sanctity, tempori 


Niccolao Мало, а Venetian, in hla 
court, to which be wax a witness, mya? dem 
Yeast doubt that if the Portuguese had rachel tbe cor f the 
Меште of Taj Mahal (i.e. Mumtaz) abe would have olen th 
whole of them to be cut into pieces afiar rest tortures, AI the 
same they did not escape а sufficient amount of wifi; some 
asbjured their faith ether from fear of torture and of dat or throug 
the desire of recovering their wives, who had bee distributed by 
‘Shabjahan among his officers. Others, the most аЙ amang 
them, were kept for the royal palace." 

‘Thus neither by lineage, nor by any endearing quil, ply 
beauty, special attachment and precedence of rek: [vecu йш. 
was not the firat wife, nor a queen in ber own right) dd Amd. 
Banu Begum qualify for the distinction of а unique мба 

Both Shahjahan and Mumtaz were, thus, extremely harib unl 
wicked and not the tender Romeo and Juliet type of pair hat the 
misled public is made to believe, 

In April 1974 when I negotiated with photographer ak 
for a photograph of Mumtaz's tomb there, le 
1 needed an exterior view of the bulding or of Ube 
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» her important detail which ha» been withheld 
perm шынаасы 
nm have been accepting Muslim versions unverified and 
oe bury Mumtaz T 
han managed to bury Mumtaz in a ready mansion in 
рун чыны Men mn ia 
le deprive the Hindus of two of their ancient palaces. Thereby 
Saal succeeded in defling and misappropriating two Hindu 
nansions in two different and distant cities with one corpse. 

1 both cases historical accounts glossed over the two burials 
by vaguely alluding to Mumtaz's burial first in а garden in Burhanpur 
and some months later in Mansingh's garden in Agra, carefully 
‘concealing the fact that at both places she was buried in Ube mansions 
situated in those gardens. Later, on the sly those accounts added 
that Shahjahan spent. millions of rupees in raising the mausoleum 
їп Agen, namely the Taj Mahal. 

Had Sbabjahan ever any intention to build а fabulous building 
over Mumtaz's body he would have done so in Burhanpur itself. 
He wouldn't incur double expenditure in first raising one mansion. 
‘over ber body in Burhanpur and later another better one in Agra 
and yet leaving no expense account of either. Did not Shahjahan 
have better or more serious things to do than trifle and fiddle with 
‘he corpse of his departed consort and keep experimenting with 
sepulchre-bullding in distant cities! 

‘Therein one other important aspect which seems to have escaped 
everybody's attention. There are two cenotaphs in tbe Taj Mahal 
їп the name of Mumtaz and two in the name of Shabjaban, one 
eh in the basement and upper floor respectively. Why four 
"ноар for just two corpses? Does not that litle detail indicate 
® friud hiding something ? 


М. least two of the cenotaph must be fake. If so, which ones 
fre fake? The two cenotaphs in the name of Mumtaz were obviously 
Quad to bury the two Savings (one each in the basement and 
(he upper oor respectively). That indicates either that Mumtaz 

‘nih a al) buried in the Taj Mahal or that her corpse in the basement 
ра, been lid over the Shivling. But even the basement 
qaries above the river level, Therefore Mumtaz's body could 


CHAPTER XIX 


THE ANCIENT HINDU TA] 
EDIFICE IS INTACT 


THOSE NOT able to get rid of the traditional of Sbahjahan’ 
sponsorship of the Taj Maal are prono ta ипи, кта иш ай 
the foregoing evidence, that Shahjahan may bave ken over andy 
Hindu temple palace but be must have completely demolished ik 
and erected a tomb. This is not true. The Taj Mahal as wv see 
it today is the ancient Hindu temple palace except for four s 
changes made in it by Shahjaban. The first тайа he made 
was to dig the basement central chamber floor and after " 
Mumtaz, raise s cenotaph. The other alteration was in Iha entra 
‘ground floor chamber. Here two cenotaph-hunpa were рй up y. 
Shahjahan so that the Hindus may not reclaim the bulding, Te - 
third alteration made by Stabjahan was Vo gut Котак 
engraved on tbe walls of the Hindu palace. The fourth 
made was to have many staircases, venllalory and 


the basement and upper Moors sealed with aand, bid 
From the above, the reader may have noted 

did not make any structural change or alteration | 

Therefore, tb render and the visor la the TAMAS 


it as nothing more or less than an ancient 
complex. By mistaking it to be a Muslim tomb, 
tend to concentrate their attention on the o 
to appreciate the building in all its vastness, 


attention in the following manner 
edifice. This has at least four storeys 
їп the marble floor is a central chamber 
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round the 10 chambers which surround the 
ЖО] dmt. Tuo in tbe merle sirocture lf. et 
should be 1089 rooms in the basement, 11 on the ground flows 
and 10 in the upper storey (Le. the first floor) since the 
rises high above the central chamber. Thus there should be in aj 
1110 rooms in the three storeys of the marble palace. The fourth 
storey comprises of single ball inside the hollow marble dome, 
‘That makes it а grand palace suite and not a one-room tomb as 
many visitors imagine it to be in their burry. 

2. The second significant festure of the Taj Mahal is the 
two-storied buildings on its right and left flanks. One of them 
is now mistaken to be а mosque and the other is explained away 
из в superfluous counterpart. These two were edifices for the guards 
and for guests and religious caremonies. 

3. Around the marble edifice is а huge redstone paved courtyard, 
Under it is a huge basement containing scores of rooms. The publie 
should ask the Archacology Department to have the basement unsealed 
‘and thrown open to the public. It is likely that tbe sealed rooms 
contain some treasure as well as idols and other tell-tale dues 
to the building's Hindu origin. If a small fee is levied on visitors, 
‘the collection will easily pay for the maintenance of the cleared 
‘basement. 

4. At the four comers of the plinth of the marble edifice are 
four towers which when lighted up at night, used to set off the 
‘building in am enchanting frame. An inner Spiral staircase Jesds 
Чр to the top of each of the four towers. Visitors to the Taj Mahal. 
‘often vehemently assert. that the four marble towers at the plinth 
‘Somers are definitely an Islamic concept. We wish to tell them 
Abat, far from being Islamic, those towers themselves are an 
important Hindu characteristic. In support we quote a footnote 
оп page 152 of Keene's Handbook. It says : "Cunningham writes 
See EI mouse (i.e. Humayun tomb) that in this tomb 

aee towers attached to the four an; of the main building. 
Tory form an important innovation in the еа architecture 
ап can ch eaduly improved and develope, 

luii graceful minars of the Taj Mahal." 


‘Toe abowe рин» carly says that the four pillars attached 
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the comers of the Humayun tomb, 
omer of the Taj Mahal, are vii te ons 
they are of Hindu origin. Та finds кеш 
practice of raising four banana stumpe as weg ttapa d 
Puja altar, and raising towers atthe four comer of 
sitar. Cornara of tha wedi 
‘The footnote also highlights the flaw in the thinking of 
scholrs Ike Keene and Cunningham, Вапу Brow кз ТОЙТ. 
While discussing to individual traita of the so call moque М, 
tombs they concede that they are all ullamc, Hindu trita Аш. 
yet they blindly believe that the whale bulding i of Muslim, 
Visitors to the Taj Mahal (in Agra) and ВАЗа Mabe (i 
Aurangabad) and the Gol Gumbaz (in Bijapur) most тейи tt 
they are all misappropriated Hindu buildings and mi, Urs, 
jettison the tutored and wrongly Implanted notion hyt th for 
corner towers are an Islamic speciality. On the ober band tly 
а Hindu specialty. In Pilani (а town in Rajasthan) the pid of 
every public well has towers at its four comers. Ardua 
officials, tenchers and professors of history, visitors to manamina > 
элд official guides thus seem to be Ignorant ofthe impos of 
‘Cunningham's observation, though they consider him an anon: 
5. Enclosing the marble edifice and the garden in s 
reistone wall Av one faces the Taj Mat on he МИЫ МӨ 
in the redstone wall is а mulistoreyed well with 
every storey. The well used to house the рі тамо 
its rooms. Thi rangement came handy for json 
in the wel if tbe enemy surprised tbe ушйн AS 
the treasure used to remain secure in tbe m AS 
intruders who could not easily run away 
the narrow confines of the well spiral- 
val on the farther se 
6. Along the redstone 
marble edifice are long arched omido o 
та} mabal from | 
right band вде 
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ree for raya guess arriving with bure retinues 
Abe renes, It is in this quadrangle thst the cavalry aa 
Ther eor accompanying courtiers, princes and rulers used 
Verne upto make way for tbe important personage t alight from 
fae mount and enter the towering garden entrance Lo proceed to 
the marble Taj temple palace. 
9. Outside the redstone wall are many annexes for sides, 
‘secretaries, princes and the ruler's near relations. : 
10. In the easter side of tbe redstone wall along tbe river 
are two huge towers containing scores of rooms in their many 
storeys. Sewer water now-a-days swirls in eddies around one tower, 
which is likely to damage its foundation in the long run 
11. In the redstone quadrangle outside the garden are hundreds 
‘of rooms and stables for infantrymen and their attendants. 
12. Around ‘his palace complex are wal built rows for shop 
stalls which Tavernier has described as the Tasimacan. 
E 


CHAPTER XX 


THE TAJ MAHAL 
HAS HINDU DIMENSIONS 


THE TAJ Mahal has termplespalace dimensions and attributes- 
ıt numerous gateways have spiked doors. The entire building complex 
оова over а thousand rooms, a multistoreyed well and pleusure 
pavilions 

‘The majestic approach, flanked by arched redstone corridors, 
to the Taj Mahal is typical of all Rajput, Hindu royal buildings. 
Many such arched corridors surround the Taj Mahal garden and 
the outer quadrangle. Between them they enclose hundreds of rooms 
‘used for housing the temple palace staff and also animals. Muslim. 
myths explain them away as Jlo-Khana or pleasure house with 
the built-in absurdity that а monarch as cruel, miserly and 
‘overbearing as Shahjahun would ever condescend to erect luxury 
rooms for all and sundry to make merry over the tomb at which 
Shahjshan himself (we are told) wept bitterly day-in-and-day-ouk 
from 1690 to 1666. Such а majestic approach may still be жеп 
outside all ancient Hindu temples, palaces and townships in Rajasthan. 

Behind the temple palace was а paved river bank known as 
"ghat". A part of it still exists. Gateways of the Taj Mahal (now 
barred) opening at the rear provided for the Hindu royalty to balba 
St the river and go boating. 
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и» л indispensable appurtenance. Drums and shehnai musie aug 
Т" ein abe dawn, announce royal arrivals and departure 
о ine cts, prota festivals and rally the citizenry for royal 
proclamations. 

‘We have already quoted the Encyeopedis Britannica ta sey 
hat "lale the enclosure at the south are ancllary buildings 
ch as stables, out-houses and guard quarters. " 

Tavernier bas also said," ‘The Tasimacan (Toj-I-Macan, ie 
„ент mansion) is a lange bazar consisting of six lange courts, 
Ai murryunded with porticos under which there are chambers for 
the use of merchants." 

(On top of all those buildings are huge terraces and galleries. 
и visitors to tbe Taj Maha realise that it is a temple palace they 
Wodd no longer be content with having a burried peep at the 
ажар. They would then rightly want to amble along the corridors, 
Goer tho Lrraces and inside the labyrinthine basement. Government 
archaeological officials, history teachers, students and lay visitors 
eed to be properly instructed to view and study the Taj Mahal 
as а Hindu temple palace; only then will they be able to appreciate 
its real beauty and grandeur. 

‘The locale of the Taj known as Jaisingpura and Khawaspura 
‘encompassed numerous buildings. The area around the Taj teemed 
жи multi-storeyed buldings providing living accommodation for 
guards, army detachments, stewards, waiters, caterers, ushers and 
other paraphernalia which waits on royalty. There were, therefore, 
їп that ares æ bazar, serais, guest houses, and roads connecting 
‘ll tbese. All those buildings are mistaken to be mosques and tombs 
from the time of Shahjahan's annexatic 

"Tbe dimensions of the Taj and its accoutrements аге those 
«а жыйуу temple palace, and not of a sombre tomb. In support 
tin we qaste herent somelength estracts from Maulvi Moinuddin's 

“In front of tbe magnificent gate there is a spacious platform, 
2211.5 ft. in length and 86.75 ft. in width.. The plot encomi 


TA. P. 108, Eocycopaedis Britannica, Wid. Vol. 21. 
380 Pp. 100.181, Travel la Indis, ibid, Vol, 1. 
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by the four walls is а ractange 1,800 fo 
жа 1000 f. brosd enst and west, wih a a at an 
oe fa Ml nr ао e 
“The entrances 10.5 wide. Th pte maf ШО, 
of eight different, metals, and ix studded wih tone van 
in. Tbe area inside is an irregular mew 
ч үүнүү 
Неге we want to point out that the octagonal specifica 
traditional Hindu shape. The octagonal Tae AEA 
stone powder in front of entrances to Hindu bomes, Hand = 
in ancient times used to be of octagonal shape. Paper атри hc 
during the Deepawali festival are of an octagonal shape. = 
Special eight metal alloys were known to and 
cay Hts эшда Re 
in Delhi, the shaft lying in Dhar, and a number of other nitions. 
А tomb is open to fakirs and tbe poor all the 9 hours 
therefore, needs no doors studded with nails. Only a temple 
ог fort door has polished brass nails hammered in for; n 
the entrance against possible Intrusion, 
‘The Moulvi further says : 


ЗЗА Might of 17 steps takes one to the second stoney. Oo 
up 17 steps higher, we reach the 3rd story containing four apart, 
‘The apartments communicate with one another by y running 
through. At the comers of this storey there are octagonal і 
each with four doorways and опе entrance to be 
up. 


aA 


Of the four staircases two go down to tba first I 
two are closed (halfway through). 


A Night of stairs consisting of 34 mapt 
top. Here there are four towers st the 


m The Taj Mahal Te A Temple шее 


The Inet wort “'kulnses™” above should be noted. This wort 
le repented many times in Mauli Moinuddin's description of the 
Tuj. The word iw from Sanskrit. Jt could never xet into the Taj 
premises, expecially in а Muslim narrative of the Та) unless it has 
boon havering in the Taj in pre-Muslim Rajput tradition. “Kalaa” 
signifies a shining pinnacle usually of brass or gold. Tbe repeated 
wwe of the word "'kalns'' also proves that the monument is a 
pre-Muslim temple palace. The word "'kalas" only occurs in 
connection with towering and magnificent temples, palaces and such 
‘other Hindu monuments, 


М must also be noted that the four octagonal cupolas nestling 
around the dome are of pure Rajput shape. Those capping tbe four 
towers at the comers of the Taj Mabal's open verandah are also 
of an entirely Rajput design. 

What about the dome, it may be asked ? Tho presumption that. 
the dome is a Muslim invention is baseless. То call the dome a 
Muslim creation amounts to linking it somehow with Prope 
Mohammad 's birth. What possible connection could there be between 
the dome as an architectural design and the origin of Islam ? 

In the case of the Taj Mahal we have already quoted emperor 
Babur, Shahjahan's court chronicle - the Badshahnama - and the 
great English author, Havell to prove that the dome is a Hindu 
‘constructional form. 


‘The Kaba, the curreut central shrine of Islam, itself is not 
capped with a dome. 

‘The Hindus alone have special names for eight directions namely 
the North, South, Bast, West and the otber four in between them 
designated by the Sanskrit names - Eeshanys, Agneya, Nairitya 
‘and Wayavya - It is those which octagonal Hindu palaces and temples 
Tike tbe Ts] Mahal indicate. 

Referring Wo some 14 basement rooms behind the royal graves, 
Май Moinuddin says" in his book, ""Tbe last two rooms have 
aperturo рес on to the placid stream. IL was these openings 
ak brought to light the existence of the long hidden chambers. 


BL Р. 27, The To) and э 
To] and ite Environments, itid, Actually there are 22 


тъ To) Mahal Наз Hindu Dimensions 


‘Toe mouths of the staircases were shat up DN 


je hard to find out why these underground ciem, йа Д 

That even а Muslim ike the Мм je ard m 
why the underground chambers exit in a septa û ain 
the whole Taj legend is made up of комлы wg So BE 
palace any number of underground chambers are oki е 
Ue bt are indispensable. Suchchambersar udin e ae 
treasure, bide friends, imprison enemies, and for cerumeno КОЛА 
шэ ec. In a tomb, basement chambers are edunt 

"Tbe very fact that those chambers 
BOLT 
маз converted into в tomb Shahjahan did nol want Villar or 
caretaker to use the premises for resident purposes, Оце 
rooms of the erstwhile temple palace had therefore to be walad. 

Оп the same page the author Maulvi Moinuddin i 

ELT 
thickly on the floor it might be reasonably supposed thit there 
жаз в ghat or landing place on the spot, which however was dw 
subsequently for some unknown reason. The red object of bung. 
them remains then a "'mystary'" 

Many such features are bound tà be a ''mystary!" a iba 
who study the Taj Mahal ín the mistaken belief that i обоа 
аз tomb. The entire mystery clara up int а remarkably eben 
mass of meticulous detail the moment it is тойм thst be TW. 
Mahal originated аз а Rajput temple palace several contura bdo 
‘Shahjahan took it into his ead to convert АЛО tombi 

On page 38 the Maui says, "То Ube жей of thse dmn F 
is а mosque which has room for a congregation of . 
We wonder what significance, If any, attaches ta Ue eus 
‘This again shows that the guard room flanking the rene ee 
оГ the temple palace is today pointed out at i 
been а mosque it would have 
figure of persons, lke 1,000 or 1 
539, 


‘The Taj Mahal 1s A Tomy 
^ 1 he Place 


кн to appen “ramet” in those four towers bearing thelr light 
high up in tbe dark sky. 
ind adherents of the Indo-Saracenie theory of architecture 
жен to the unaware that towers starting at ground or plinth level 
Te chimneys of brick-Kins, are а speciality of indigenous ancient 
Indian arhikecture. Saracenic minarets begin from the shoulders 
Mf balding as in mosques. And usually such minarets are not 
allow from within and bave no stairs. This is one of the grounds, 
mong oiber voluminous evidence, which disproves traditional 
Muslim claims to the so-called Kutub Minar and the four towers 
‘of the Taj Mahal. 
Marking every plinth, connected with service to God, the king 
or фе public, with four towers is a universal ancient Indian custom. 


‘Cunningham's observation that А is in Humayun's mausoleum 
that we first see towers attached to the four comers is typical 
of thennivete of British scholars. Par from realising that the so-called 
Humayun's tomb is an erstwhile Hindu palace in which the 
second-generstion Moghul emperor Humayun bas been probably 
buried (bey start with the assumption that the massive building 
was erected to mark his burial spot. Then they note its four towers 
and characterize them as innovations in Mohammedan architecture. 
‘And then they imagine that these towers were evolved and were 
progressively moved away a litle bit from the main building after 
the death of each successive Moghul emperor so that by the time 
‘of Mumtaz’s death they reached the plinth comers. If that was 
o, where are the missing links ? 

After pointing out the absurdity of the assumption of British 
scholars mised by the bluffs of Muslim chronicles we would like 


(о drav the renders’ attention to the grain of truth in Cunningham's 
observation. 


Cunningham is absolutely right in noting that towers at four 
котик of buildings ie à non-Muslim rit. If they are found st 
ha four comers of the so-called Humayun tomb in Delhi, and 
Ж the plinth corners of the so-called Taj Mahal in Agra, that is 


Mut bith are commandeered Hindu buldings put to Muslim 


E... 3 
Nu Er ERO 
EUER dedi epi: 
crea i em nit co 
mang het mi уи Waes 
е other without any consideration to their mutual 

er my ein ml Sn 
linke fall apart. 

DM TS 
smi te mr ft i ee 
no ied oe ee маа ШИ 
rem T o Bam ei se 
When the Taj Mahal is known to have originated as а Rajput palace. 
Tmn il oor sb dera 


as s temple palace 


Moinuddin states on page 50 of bis book that * according lo 
he Bodshahoama the enclosure (in which the two cenolapha are 
located) was completed ín 10 years st a cost of Ra; 8000, Th 
had a door of Jasper, costing Rs. 10,000. 
Obviously а tomb usually frequented by fairs and mendicants 
does not need to have a jasper door. Such rich and expensive dors 
are meant for living monarchs or divinity, not for dead bodie, 
About other buildings in the precincts, Maulvi Moinuddin's book 
says on page б, "The place between the chief ate of tbe mausoleum 
and the grand portal was known as Jilo Khana... А great portion 
of the splendid buildings that formed once а valusble appendagy 
to the Taj, has fallen dawn... Tbe ares enclosed within th four 
walls of the Jilo Khana was occupied by 128 rooms of which only 
76 remain. Near the garden wall there are two Khnvaspuras (or 
‘enclosed compounds) each containing 22 rooms with as many 
Westibules for the attendants (At present the 
filled with flower pots. Half of the other "Pur 
э cowalable.)'" The cowshed continuing 1o our awn day iA 
Tal Mahal precincts is another chear Indication of йв Hin eie 


iver side end of the so-called mosque. 


m ‘The Taj Mahal Ia A Temple Pu 


‘This statement needs to be carefully examined. It gives a very 
dear indiestion that the Taj precincts consisted of numerous 
bubdings, three or four storeys high, consisting of hundreds of 
rooms. Accommodation on such a grand scale encompassing several 
hundred rooms is never part of a tomb but is always s necessity 
whan the central building is а temple palace. 

The suffix ""pura'* is a definite hangover of the times when 
the Rajputs occupied tbe Taj Mahal, because ''pura'" in Sanskrit 
signifies a busy locality, not the eerie silence of a graveyard 

Even the syllable “‘Khawas' forming part of the word 
"Khiwaspura'" has a Rajput significance, since "Khawas'" were 
dependents of Rajput rulers. The very fact that the annexes of 
the Taj form part of Khawaspura proves that while the Rajput 
ruler lived or worshipped in the centrally situated Taj Mahal his 
dependents used the annexes 


Even the central basement chamber of the Taj Mahal was 
magnificently embellished as it should be in an expensive temple 
palace. But since the edifice was commandeered for conversion into 
а Muslim tomb, its basement had been barred under Muslim rule 
to non-Muslims, obviously because the secret of its non-Muslim 
origin should not leak out, Francis Bernier, a visitor to Shahjahan's 
court, was refused entry on the pretext that being a non-Muslim 
his entry may defile the place. Bernier testifies to our observation. 
He says”, “Under the dome is a small chamber, wherein is enclosed 
the lamb of Taje-Mabil. It is opened with much cermony once 
in а year, and once only, and no Christian is admitted within, 
Jest Ita sanctity should be profaned. 1 have not seen the interior, 
but 1 understand that nothing can be conceived more rich and 
magnificent." Bernier also tells us that Shabjahan was not affluent 
in apite of his stingy nature. Bernier notes," ‘‘Shahjahan was a 
rea economist... who... never amassed (more than) six crore 
rupes." 


E, P. 0, Travels in the Mogul Empire by Francis Bernier. Transiated 
nies Brock in two volumes, Willan Pickering, Chancery Lane, London, 
1 

BA. P. 25), и. 


batt conduct 48 major campi ш Ва ees an Жу 8 
and face famines, built the fabulous Taj Mabel, OM Dd 

the Jama Masjid and the magnificent fort in Dd - md c 
in the Hindu style. Then a question arises that И Stahjatan found. 
Old Delhi and the Fatehpur mosque is local nt a focil уйй 
in it, where was the need to buid the Jama May? Many má 
logical questions have not been considered in compiling lnia 
historical accounts from concocted and forged тоок of Muslim 
rie in India. 

‘Sir H. M. Eliot gives some graphic instances of meh encoders 
and forgeries, in the preface to his eight-volume work, Ките found 
the Tarikh-/-Ta/ Mahal document a forgery. Sia tbs Аай 
Regional History Congress to at ita 1986 session found eli 
Nawab's letter to the then Mogul emperor intern on 
of Guru Govind Singh's two sons, a (отуну. f 

" suus "Тыт 

The Guide io the Taj at Are ишт” NDA 


‘and had caused bills to be. 


These details are 


a ‘The Ta) Mabel la A Temple Pulse 


|idenaly, the "is" referred to above were put up for 
aee A e Tuj ample place by йэ Rajput builders. Some of 
ere "ils" st exist near the Taj approach. 
ls wore meant to prevent mangonels and catapulta 
ui Pet be at ай rocks on te Hindu edi 

Besides these defensive hillocks, the Taj palace has another 
defensive socoutrement, thst is а most. While tbe Yamuna river 
sel serves as a moat at the rear, a dry moat may stil be noticed 
оп the easier side of the Taj Mahal outside the redstone wall 

These defence structures also prove that the Taj Mahal originated 
as s ample place and not as a tomb. 

А critical study of the above passages is revealing. One talks 
of silver doors and the other of а gold railing enclosing the ares 
‘where the cenotaphs are situated. Had these fixtures been installed 
фу Sahjahan, there is no reason or record as to why and by whom 
hey were removed 

Keene notes on pages 163 of bis Handbook, "There were 
originally, it is said, two silver gates which cost Rs. 127,000" 
Obviously when Shahjahan took over the Hindu mansion to be turned 
into а Muslim tomb he removed those gates to bis treasury, to 
be melted away. 


‘Silver doors and gold railings are fixtures of temples and palaces, 
not of tombs. To believe that Sbabjahan allowed these fixtures to 
De installed in the graveyard of his wife while he bad nothing 
‘approaching them in his own palace is absurd in the extreme. 


How could solid gold railings be placed around the tomb by 
1612 if Mumtaz had died in 1630 or 1631 or 16327 How many 
Yours would it take to acquire а site, decide upon a design for 
he proposed tomb, if any, get tbe design made, get the foundation 
dug, order the building material, erect the building, order a gold 
тїйє, wet it fixed and make security arrangements so that the 
W may not be stolen 7 Could all this be done in a year or two? 

We heve another emphatic, incontrovertible, visible proof that 
ur from being the product of the mythical Indo-Saracenic 


architecture, the Taj Mahal iu 
"re ci ТЫ) Mahal has teen bulk according to tbe Hind 


ты Taj Mahal Ны Hindu Dena 


A study of the ground plans of the fa 
Hindu temple is revealing. TAi Mahat gà or 
vertically as well as hori bol чм She! 


ccd writ 
construction with the dey eae ih A 
У or tbe king's гм 
centre. In the Hindu Taj palace the Hi ы 
room is in the centre whe in tye 
Sanctum sanctorum vo Inthe ада 5 Bt ys 
The third character в that the n 
four sides are identical, So-called Мы 
because they are erstwhile Hindu 


This identity of architectural design of 
acy mace ln ee тава 
‘observation, quoted earlier, that the Taj Mahal is a Hindu 
construction, should lesve no doubt in the resder's mind that tbe 
Тә] Mahal is an ancient temple palace built to Hindu specifications, 
Badshahnama also admits that it was a domed раке. 

‘The front garden area is almost double that of the marble Tij 
Palace buit up ares. This is what Vincent Smith describes (on. 
page 9 of his book Akbar the Great Mogul) as the gin pion, 
in which the first Mogul emperor Babur died in 1890, J-a., а ожйшу. 
before Shahjahan's wife (Mumtaz) died. 

The same palace is described by Babur hime in bis Memoir 
ва the one "adorned with a рибну of pilara and hving x same 
in the contre.” 


CHAPTER ХХІ 


THE MUSLIM OVERWRITING 


WHAT GREATER proof could there be of the falsity of the 

Iban legend thin that in none of the numerous Inscriptions 
ie e Ti Mahal Ie there any claim made of Sbahjahan having 
‘commissioned it! 

sides tho 14 chapters of the Koran inscribed in the Тај Mahal, 
there are some non-religious engravings which do not contain even 
be remotest allusion to Stahjahan's authorship of the Taj Mahal. 
Нм! Shabjahan really ordered the Taj Mahal, would be not in the 
prolific etchings made all over the walls have recorded the whole 
history of the fancied tomb from ita conception to ita completion ? 
Would be not have left behind for tbe world a clear record of 
hls great and fabulous achievement in marble and redstone if that 
wore a fact? 

‘Toe inscriptions in the Taj Mahal are reproduced on page 170-174 
of Keene's Handbook for Visitors to Agra. Keene says, ‘The walls 
tnd root (of the cenotaph chamber) are profusely decorated and 
scribed with tenets from tbe Koran encircling the archways and 
Abe paces between them, ending with (the words) “Written by 
the insignificant being, Amanat Khan Shirazi in the year 1048 Hijri 
and the 12th of His Majesty's reign." (1639 A. D.) 

o the mach boosted Amanat Khan Shirazi, vaunted аз опе 
of the great wonder craftsmen who built the Taj Mahal tums out 
lo be по more than an "insignificant" inscriber such as is found 
in every sbop selling kitchen utensils or stoneslabs, or crying about 
the sirete, 

‘The cenotaph of Shahjahan's wife Mumtaz, for whom the Taj 
Mahal is supposed to have been commisoned by Shahjahan, also 
sires Эи even an йо of Lhe project in tbe inscription recorded 
Фо В. Kome nous "The cenotaph (of Mumtaz) із decorated in 


‘Persian with texte from the Koran, 9 names of God and the simple 


ты Mastin Overwrting 


epitaph : The Mustrious spi м 
Monae (Mahal), itin 04 a un Ba 

Hod Shahjshan order а f К 
wife the inscription on ber 
contained some mention about i. 
53 vong итий ta Mein les ee Малу a 
‘another in building fabulous tombs for thei М ê 
and dear ones. This claim is of course most ог heir near 
sgrinat the very grin of normal human btu бию tae en 
tbe long line of erring historians & thar word, ш ua ok qs 
wheter thine who were vo ken on avg bind wedi 
would not vaunt their ти of он 
eed ty en on e Loi ао tig 

One other important pont which eens from the shove 
inscription is that the date of Mumlar's death is папі st 
1629 A. D. Earlier we have noted how other йош 
claim Mumtaz to have died in 1630 or 1631 or Ий A D. Tat 
means that nobody seems to know when Молі die. AI we gt 
o know from the various accounts is that Мала did at some. 
time between 1629-1632. A four-year speculative run for the dah 
of в woman believed to have been tbe apple of tbe ee o emperor 
Shahjahan, and for whom, es the world in novel to belive, 
а fanciful mausoleum was ordered to be bul forthwith, la aun, 
People have not been told the whole truth of thla sori für. 
‘They do not know that when we come to bnastacks the whale 
‘Shahjahan legend (иа out as а monstro moron, би idt 
one among 6,000 women of Steine tarem Manis ied 
жаз of no consequence, hence the failure to record 
ber death 

Exactly underneath Mona's ana n oe 
chamber, is (what is believed tar ene aa 


The Ts] Mahal Is A Tempie put 
LI 


о his grave and cenotaph. But even they dared nog 
ene mi hey when air contemporaries know that Mumtag 
дыд had been buried im а fabulous Hindu buiding 
29d dier trom Jaisingh 7 To ча therefore tho absence of any 
uim on Shahjahan's behalf i» quita plausible, 

муп died in 1605 А. D., Le. about 35 years afer hig 
consort Mamiss died. Keone says, "Shahjahan's conotaph ig) 

Martel in Persian with texts from the Koran together with the 
folowing epitaph + "The llustrious sepulchre and sacred resting 

pime of bis Most Exalted Majesty, dignified a» Parwan, having 
bis abode in Pardie and his dwelling in the starry heaven. inmate 

of the reos of blias, the second Sahib Kiran, Shabjahan the King 
майно. May hls shrine ever Nourish, and may his abode be iq 
ransitory world to the world of 

th of Rajab, 1076 


Inscriptions or 


Heaven, Не travelled from th 
eternity on Lhe night of the 28h of the 
A. V^ аввл, р.) 


Undernd 


‚ Shahjahan'a grave benra a shorter 
epitaph. Ie sayn, "Tho sacred sepulchro of His Most Exalted Majesty, 
dili of Ралин, the second. Sahib Kiran, the King Shahjahan, 
May bi shrine ever Пош, 1026 A. И. (16065 A. D.) 

On the wont of the marble building is another which ia being 
termed a» the "Mosque!" eversince Shahjahan commandeered it 
In я arches to are inserited Koranic texta. Besides, says Keene, 
there are several marble discs inscribed with "Ya Kaffi (Oh! Al 
Sufficn Опе!) and Allah (God). '* 

‘Thus În none of the several Inscriptions quoted by us above 
Jn ere even tho faintest те jahan having 
commissioned the Taj Mahal. In it ever conceivable that a regime 
which litered the whole building and the cenotaphw and graves 
With а pluthor of random engravings would not vaunt its hoving 
bull the төш. mausoleum ? ‘The omission, along; with the other 
dienen we have produced heretofore, is clear proof that Shahjahan 
‘only commandeered a Hindu mansion for burying his wife in and 
did not build anything. AN the inscriptions on the Т) Mahal are 
of the frivolous type such a» picnickers neribble on somebody else's 
Property. The Islamic overwriting itself therefore indicates that Ube 
Т») Mahl ін not Shuhjahan's property. 


ih, in the bu 


ın or reference to 


There are three kinds of physio кийе 
sealable by which he ag of hire budinga mt baa 
fairy accurately. Those methods am (1) LM 
Carbon - 14 and (3) Thermaluminesemos. S 
1n Dondochronaloyy a wood sample from an Mare 
is compared with the Umber from trees of known. pera 
In bermoluminescence а sample brick or brick powder obtained 
by drilling a hole in ал ancient beick-strycture can be land o 
deduce the approximate year in which the rick тз lad 
Since bricks (and Umber) аге pmenily bought and wl мин. 
afer being marketed (and are not stored for gestiona Iim 
diamonds, bullion and omamenta) thermoluminewmes la wey 
helpful in determining tbe аре of a brick -structure ty aera. 
The carbon - C tast is applicatie io anything wbich had bam 
part of a living organism such as a piece of bone or Umber- | " 
A living tree continues to brestbe-in carbon dide wid. 
But once itis dend he brenthing -in stopa ani Waa dasi СВА 
о lose ita carbon- dioxide (including C^) conant a 8 


‘The Taj Mahal ts 

м а N 
e Taj Mahal to be a flower of Islamic 

Lenis Marvin H. Mille. He wrote to me around тана 

i would show him round the Taj Mahal from my nt 

wri pe vied Idi. Г agreed, Ho came. 1 and a few pica 

хатро him from Delhi to Agra 


ing taken round and explained the significance of 
Mae tina i ы tty cove! Ви to ma go 
dé je some wooden samples Lo scientific dang pe 
Government of India bureaucrats (overawed by the attitude of thy 
bosses they serve) are determined neither to conduct any seientine 
tests themselves nor supply any samples to anyone else why 
‘volunteers to conduct the test for them so as to prevent a worldwide 
exposure of the Shahjahan-Taj Mahal hanky panky. АП sections 
of society seem to have a stake in continuing the sham Shahjahan -Taj 
Mahal legend lest their gullible ignorance, research-incompetence 
and pathetic faith in Muslim bluffs be the butt of world ridicule 
for generations to come, That is why historians, archaeologists, 
architects, art-critics, media reporters and editors, Muslims, 
members of the Congress party, professors, news media persons, 
dramatists, writers, film-producers etc. who had been citing the 
‘Taj Mahal a monument of love all shudder st the prospect of the 
‘Shuhjahan myth of the Tajmahal being blown sky high. 


Therefore the problem was to obtain а wood sample in an 
stmompbere of total hush bush. In fact the Taj Mahal has many 
Jom doorways and also а bulky, solid wooden reel sandwiched 
‘ween two walls on the upper story (as I dimly remember) perhaps 
Ao wind and unwind curtain strings 

far one did not 
in view of the weight 
‘Presentad in my book. 
ve dea a of mind when our group reached the river bank 
i of the Ty 
renis of 
M the north 
oque, 


see any imperative need for s physical test 
ty and comprehensive evidence that 1 bad 


in good shape. Above that was the so-called 


carbon - 14 Dating of tbe Taj Mahal 


But tbe doorway near the north ext 
boen crudely walled-up with unplastered 
of its wooden panel was sl in с 
it had turned somewhat soft, When жи d our grup pora iy 
lower side and pulled, а sizeatl ресе (few inches ly tod 
came off. It was that which was carried by. ae 
York, USA and subjected to а carbon - 14 tort, 

‘The report published in the /tihas Patrika (a quart 
уа. 4, No. 4 dated 3l December 1964, THANA) pues 
hereunder. 
"General Method 

“Sample is converted to benzene (CH) by means fa four-step 
chemical process. The benzene sample ia placed, with scinilator 
solution in a 5 ml vial and the activity is determined relative la 
benzene synthesized from NBS oxalic add. The counter used it 
a Picker Nuclear Liquimat 22) with specially selected photomultiplier 
tubes (chosen for low noise level). The sample is counted for 100 


door at North Coast) end of ТЫ Mba 
River. 


/ood piece from 
at beach level fronting on Jumna 
"Ago 19894489 AD. Thus there is а 67% © 
ч фе sample es Vere 148 and 1270 AD 


‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palace 


митоз ible year in which 
died in 1631 А. D. the possi 
iue Mid vu ris for se in the mas! was anywhere 
ot ts 12) yr to Mamta's 
my 

si Garton - 14 test, therefore, emphatically proves that the 


ты МӘ had been іл existence much before Shahan 

ut Bere we would Ike to alert readers that the age deduced 
show is that of the particular Northeastern doorway and not of 
ihe marie Taj Mahal As per the Sanskrit inscription to be quoted 
ty us boreiter the Tuj Mahal temple and tbe palace (currently 
dubbed as mad Uddsula) were constructed around 1155 A. D. 
when Indis enjoyed s long respite from Muslim invasions in the 
period intervening between Mobd. Ghajnavi's and Mobd. Ghori's 
тайз. The erection of tbe Taj Mahal complex pre-supposes a long 
period of pesce and affluence. Therefore until all the evidence hidden 
and seled inside the seven -storied Tejomahalaya complex is examined 
Tenders may safely assume that the Tejomahalaya temple-palace 
‘complex was completed (in Raja Paramardi Dev's regime) around 
the middle of October in 1155 A. D. (See page 206 onwards) 


During Mobå. Ghori's raids and subsequent Islamic rule from 
1206 to 1857 A. D. the Tejomahulaya temple palace complex was 
а soft, tempting Hindu target for Muslim plunder and desecration 
Much before Shahjahan umpteen Muslim raiders and rebel-claimants 
to the Mogul throne broke open the doors of the Taj Mahal to 
loot ita wealth and for temporary sojourn. In that dingdong struggle 
the new Hindu owners bad to re-fix the doors. Therefore ай its 
doors could not be as old as the bulding. But since Shabjahan 
jos unurpet the Tajmshal complex by a mere brusque, unannounced 
imperial, confiscatory swoop all йз doorways could be pre-Soahjahan 
but not necessarily as ancient as the Taj Mahal buiding itself. 


On Carton-deting the Taj Mahal, finding that even its stormed 
ens preceded Shabjshan by several centuries Mr. Mills 


carton - 14 Doting of the Ti] Mahat 


[o 
Dear Dr. Nagaraja, 21 
Mr. Ramesh Chanda, afer speaking la Me. R 
Sengupta, has suggested that 1 wrie to you comeing 
a matter of important mutual interest. em an aes 
and an architectural historian. My spacity ir Uw 
‘pplication of scientifie dating to sndenk пней 
Wherever there is the possibly thatthe acpi 
Sf construction may need clarification afer the suede 
means of architectural historical anys bee tm 


doubt: 
‘concerned with tbe Ta) Mahal und Indien. 
eins ‘of years. in e ht of te 
‘origin of the Taj Mahal and 


‘The Taj Mahal In A Temple Palace 


— would be of 
er ап from. рабар 2) latione, The 
amount of each sample would be no bigger than a finger 
sr i be rie win 100 years on dither 
side. The science of thermolumineacence will be employed. 
Жыз, vio samples maybe teen м wal 


T look forward to your response. 


ec. Mr. R. Sengupta 
Mr, Ramesh Chanda 
Yours truly, 
Marvin H. Mills 
Hervonder is reproduced the reply which Mr. Marvin H. Mills 
receiv. 


No. F. 20/4/84-C 
GOVERMENT OF INDIA 
ARCHEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA 
JANPATH, NEW DELHI 


Shri. Marvin Н. Mills АЛА. 


Artes, 21 Nov 1904 
AM, Woodhampton Drive, 

White Plains, 

NEW YORK - 10603 

Dear Sir, 


Please refer to your letter dated 3.10.84 addressed 
to Dr. M. 8. Nagaraja Rao, Director General, regarding 
"обе dating of Taj Mahal. Taj Mahal iy well dated 
Wn documentary evidence. Moreover BARC, Bombay and 
Руба Resereh Laboratory, Ahmedabad, аге also seized 


carton - М Dating of tbe Taj Maat 


‘That BARC, Bombay and PRL, Atmedstad 
problem is а questionable statement because ning vag Ot 
tod yet none of them bas declared wit ata ми bav ee 
gut with what result? Since BARC Bombay and PRL 
are limbs of the same pusillanimous, pars 
the same paralysis which afflicta th АЯ expo туши 
Muslims. == 


Also tbe claim made in the above Jeter that tbe ТЫ Mall 
is well dated on documentary evidence" [sa Bland lie aitor we 
have sbown earlier by quoting Shahjshan's own cour ehronide 
the Badshahnama and Aurangzeb 's letter that he Ti Mahal eta 
centuries before Shabjahan ва per Mogul documenta Маа 
Собо the Coronas viros DENEN a 
courage and honesty to impress on their poled 
to jettison the heavy load of pseudo-histary that they have Inberital 
from 600 years of Muslim rale and 300 yours of Titish dominan 
‘The angry editorial comment of the Tuhaa Parla quad 
hereunder is therefore fully justified. it says: = 


Ла it not а shame on the part of the 
which has for its motto “Truth alone 1 
Jt estia an attitude of МЫШ 


ты Taj Mahal 1a A Temple Pla 
m 

5 mmes and sareh and research for Truth" 
ET repr 
Re reci arcet and a scher of history of architecture 
Am oe d. the атесит schools of New York, has drawn Na 
sions of Nre-determinaton of Taj Mahal by radiocarbon dating 
нейм «woot sample from the north-end door of Taj Mahal, 
Thich appearing onthe cover page, speaks for itself. Не has visited 
Todia thee Umes In the past. He believes that for confirming the 
finge, more tasts are required which he is wiling to carry out 
Aa he say Ыз Jetler, be wishes to carry the tests by applying 
tbe scence of thermoluminescence the most modern method used 
in see dtarminatons. Mr. Mils has already conducted such testa 
darvhere in the world. He as the necessary experience, tbe historical 
esr background and the require laboratory facilis 


"Mr. Marvin Mills wrote а letter to the Director General 
Archaeological, Survey of India on 3rd Oct., 1984. He has received 
© reply dated 21st Nov., 1994, thanking bim and appreciating his 
‘offer but saying "it is not considered desirable to have any further 
investigation at this stage.” 


"'Mr. Godbole of U. K, is continuing his research on this subject. 
since 5 years, Readers of “база Patrika’ are familiar with his 
findings in “London Calling’. His findings have shown bow unreliable 
Be so-called ‘documentary evidence’ із, Mr. Godbole says, be is 
open for correction, if his findings and opinions are proved otherwise. 


“Toe tests which Mr. Marvin Mills wants to carry out are 
Ta from an objective point of view. We have reproduced the 
Te Si Ме. Marvin Mils and the reply sent to that letter by 

‘Archseslogical Survey of India for the information of readers." 


To the stove comment 1 would 1 x 
Bed ike to add that if and when 


carton - 14 Dating of the Ta) Mahal 

LI 
э Muslim. In Muslim history destroyers an dai 
famtommed аз builders. Every Мно mque аы me 
is s captured Hindu building and every Muslim ig the „ыы 
cof a captured Hindu because before 602 A, D. bere ws no Mui 


1 had myself addressed а letter to Prime Ministar Р, V. Marana 
ao on December 22, 1991 emphasizing the esd to cry темен. 
the Shahjahan legend of the Та) Mahal. He apparently болен 
it to the Archaeological Survey of India 


‘The usua) dodging, stalling reply 1 recived from the АЯ ono 
agin shamelessly repented their stock phrase that Subjdun'r 
authorship of tbe Taj Mahal "is а well-estabibl fact" 


Their reply is reproduced hereunder = 


No. шил 
GOVERNMENT ОР 
[ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA 
 JANPATH, NEW DELI 
Shri P. N, Oak. 
Plot No. 10, 


| Mahal LI 
е ~ иреше of the Tel 
F — ыл tes ь my tk el “Te У Mal 
not call any further action. ree Palace My research conclusion is based on over 
Yours faithfully ‘Dr pants of such weighty evidence. 
(C. MARGABANDHU) of rebutting them pty point, id 
DIRECTOR (MONUMENT) ъз the temerity to fob me rar -i b m x 
authors мам! 
Dated 25/3/92 = emen уло dos e think be is dai 
‘Te blatant statement inthe above, reply that “unless concrete wih 7 Shouldn't be ree thut eis mot dang wih 
and positive evidence contradicting (Shahjahan's) authorship of the ot 4 school-child but with me, cae 
Тај Mahal is available, the matter does not call (for) any further priae visi challenging the vh ane о 
acion" me to address the following letter to the Prime адя hip on the Taj Mahal issue, 
n tor e емдесе, for tbe Jast 25 years? 
Minister of staggering evidence, for 
P. N. Oak Yours Sincerely, 
Founder President, P. N. Oak 


Institute for Rewriting World History, 
Plot No. 10, Goodwill Society, 
‘Aundh, Pune 411 007 

Tel : 338449. 


Dear Shri. Narasimha Rao, 


Enclosed is a copy of my original letter to you dated 
‘December 22, 1961 and a copy of the inane reply to 
dt vide letter по. 14/03/92, dated nil, received from С. 
Margabandhu Director Monument (sic). 

Incidentally, you may kindly note, bow, even that 
10 - line reply is а monument. of faulty English. 

also consider that reply to be an intellectual affront 
because it stigmatizes: my conclusive, scientific and 
Juridical-finding on the Taj Mahal to be a mere "view". 

dn my original letter dated 22/12/91, T have quoted 
dro Mogul documents of Sbabjahan's and Aurangzeb's 


Jh Hindu Vedi temple-palace decor, and that the very. 
term Taj Mahal doesn't even exist in any court records 
‘of Shabjkhan and Aurangzeb. The two documents 
‘mentioned by me above, are preserved in the National 
Archives Library, Jenpath, New Delhi. | have also 


CHAPTER ХХШ 


SHAHAJAHAN'S OWN ANCESTOR 


ADMIRED THE TAJ 


While for (е last 250 years the world bas been blindly praising 
Shahsjaban for having conceived and commissioned the beeutiful 
‘Taj Mahal his own remote ancestor Татегіві is on record as having. 
been overwhelmed by the beauty of the Hindu temple palace "Tejo 
тауа 

Tameriain aliss Taimurlang invaded India 230 years before 
Shahjahan came to the throne. 

His allusion to tbe Taj Mahal as а mosque is obviously an 
émission that the Taj Mahal alias Tejomahalaya was а Hindu temple 
during his time because in Islamic terminology a temple is а mosque 
Just as a Christian father when alluding to a temple (before a Christian 
Sudiono or his own child) would refer to it as в "'Cburch"" of 

"be Hindus. Likewise be wil also explain away а mosque as а 
"Church?" of the Muslims. 


The relevant reference to Tamerisin having been fascinated by 
Abe breath - taking beauty of the Taj Mahal is contained in an 
Arabic chronicle by Ahmed Bin Arsbohah. It has been translated 
into English by J. Н. Senders. A copy of it is available in the 
Asiatic Library, Bombay 


Like all other Muslim chronicles referred to earlier the Arab 
Chronicle too carefully shuns the term Taj Mahal alias Tejomabalaya 
because thai is а Hindu name. 


On page 222 of that Агыз chronicle it is said that a temple 
which Tamerisin visited while in India impressed him immensely 
becuse of ita caplivating outline and its exquisite build. It had 
* faye basement inside а marble plinth. He decided then and there. 
hat his own capital Semarcand should have a similar building. 


варага Own Anon Admire Toe Taj 


Accordingly Mohamed Jalal raid a 


сиге with four Lovers rising а a fur t tm 


We reach the following im 
pese nn rnt ein lon Ца som 

Toe general belief that pre-Shahjahan refe 
dt can ыы yr te me ЭДЕ 
own ancestor 230 years prior to him, 

‘The reference to the Taj Mahal by a number of Buropesn visto. 
such as Peter Mundy, Tavernier and Bernier аге also ll of ime 
much before the 22 years that Shahjahan is supposed t lave taken 
to raise the Taj Mahal from 1631 A. D. отем. Contrary 
contemporary Muslim chronicles do not at al mention the te 
Taj Mahal. Had Shahjaban been the originstor of tbe Taj Matal 
every contemporary Muslim chronicle would have defintely quod 
the term Taj Mahal 

‘The other conclusion we draw is that far from the traditional 
belief that the concept of the Taj Mahal is of Muslim orga Tara's 
testimony proves that it was the basuty of the Taj Mahal tomple 
design which captivated the Muslims and made them yarn for 
similar buildings in their own land. But they didn't have e si 
the beart or the funds to spare for sich suite urposs. 

‘The third conclusion is that the belie that Muslim invadere 
initiated the tradition of marble buildings in India a unwarranted, 

ings inside, say tbe Red forts in Del und 
AN the marble buildings inside, зау Xx 
Agra are all Hindu though they have been arbitrarily 
different Muslim rulers without even an ola of any pro 


The fourth point which needs special 
four pillars at the four corners of Satyanarayan Mar, of ‘woking, 


ira of mars ae of 
I may also be noted that Muslim райт SiO frontala 
varying heights and never symmetrical. For - 


ты 
acing Pea Ше Uae Ue rar pl ж Yee И 
s the four corners of the Taj Mahal martla p t 


The Taj Mahal Is A 


ım Tempe Py 
of qu мен 

Ла the Arabie chronicle mentioned above it has also been 
Du tbe architact Mohamad Jalal was tortur >а Тым G 


orders. Shahjshan is also stated to han 


Patation, 


of the hands of the masons be used (in 4 € the Hinds 
Тај Matal) in effecting Mumtax's (real or fake) burial inside the 

j Маш]. Had those two Muslim monarchs really got some exquisite 
structures raised they should have rewarded the artisans instead 
of ordering their torture, 

Toe reson why Shajahan ordered his workers to be maimed 
was that they resented contributing free labour for Mumtaz"s burial 
and implantation of Koranic extracts in the Hindu Taj Mahal at 
the orders of а cruel, miserly Shahjahan 

Tbe reason why Tameriain ordered Mohamed Jalal Lo be tortured 


to бш was that Jalal miserably failed in raising a proto type 
of the Taj Mahal in Samarcand. How could be anyway in the absence 
of trained architecta and enough quantity of marble raise a Taj 
Mahal just for the whim of а bloodthirsty Tameclain, 

Jt has been mentioned 
Maher 


the same chronicle that after ordering 
vna Jalal to raise а mosque Tamerlaine left on one of his 
Plunder raids, When be returned be was shocked to find that his 
Chief queen too had commissioned a lofty college (sic) just opposite, 
dwarfing the building ordered by Tamerlain. Unable to control his 
wrath at that insult Tameriain ordered a torturcus execution for 
Jalal. Accordingly Jalal was made to lie face down on the yorund. 
His two feet were tod together and he was dragged over a rugged 
terrain. His body in tatters Jalal met a torturous end. 


Boon after Jalala death ай his wealth, women and retinue became 
Temerhin's property. 


‘One has to be very cautious in sifting the truth from a hesp 
such bluff and bluster of Muslim chronicles. Does it stand to 
reson thik а cruel, rapacious Tamerlain who spent ай Ыз life in 
Planer would want to raise only a wonder - mosque for the riff 
МГ Vo pray În but would not want to order any palaces for himself 


‘ant Me harem 7 Raising such fabulous mansions just for the beck 
f It waa no Joke, 


тоодо? Own Алеш Мары The Ty 


Тале would hig 

Aare to arouse Tamerisin'a revenge did que. 
college (ic) which would dar би mam png 
Tamertain had commissioned ? 


expen 
Ume did the two projets take to compl 


У such magnificent buildings facing 
would tbe @ 


a pair o 


she в table- thumping feminist and educationist 7 

Such close cros- questioning ia esent in Байоо reach 
especially in claims made by or on behalf of invaders and planda, 
womanizers, drug-addicts, drunkards and tyrants, 

Our conclusion therefore is that both Tumerlaln and his so 
called chief queen only got calligrapbista to scrawl some flame 
lettering on captured earlier budinga in Samareand and other 
conquered territory. Timerlain’s so-called mausoleum in Samarand 
and the Shah-i-Zind monuments though disfigured with Islamit 
lettering are all earlier mansions, palaces and educational wifes 
Y Vedic Kshatriya rulers. 


CHAPTER XXIV 


.س 
THE TAJ MAHAL ORIGINATED |‏ 
AS A TEMPLE‏ 


TE ТАЈ «dfe which Быһата own chronicle (the 
кыйышы) emits to be а Hindu mansion could have been an 
Ê nde temple. We have often wondered what determines 
Qc que  Mumtz s encapb. I з neither of the average height 
Bre Muslim woman of the T7 century nor is it of the average 
gh ofan sie grave. We venture to suggest that in determining 
the мады of Матіз я cenotaph the height of the Hindu Shiva 
Tinga consecrated in the Taj Mahal may have been the deciding 
factor. Heald then be thst the andent Hindu sacred Shiva Linga 
adf io buried in the cenolaph while the grave in the basement 
тау or may not contain Mumtaz' body because bodies are always 
Daria inthe arth and not on a two-storey-igh stone fring 
А sane inscrip known as the Baleshwar inscription kept in 
the Lucknow (capital of Uttar Pradesh in India) Museum indicates 
that the Taj Maal could be а Hindu temple dedicated о Lord Shiva. 
of A. D. 


‘The inscription in Sanskrit has 34 stanzas of which stanzas 
25, 25 and 34 being relevant to our topic are reproduced below 


mra terree Pferde qote h 
LAE LA и 3чи 


ams referrer 
я тройная. berra ёч: изн 


Tbe Th] Maha) Originated Aa АТ, 


Translated, thew mean ; ч 
his behalf his Minister Slane PEN Dey or oa 
it tbe idol of Lord Уша whan f Жы 
hin (bowed) bend King wel a na t 

Silat the King also halı 
to the God who bears the cement 


(This inscription is) dated 1212 Vikram өп, 
Sunday, 5th day of the bright lunar fortnight" 

‘The inscription quoted above may bef 
Korea alas Maranan tose Hie a 
and on pp. 270-274 of Epigraphia Indica, VÀ) ——— 

On page 124 of his book Mr. Kale sates, “The above Ieri 
found t Monja Tara, near Ag la wt prat ee m 
Museum. Tt is of the King Рагитал Dev, datod Vikram Sarit 
1212, Ashwin (month), Sth day of the bright nae frag, А. 
has in all 34 stanzas which describe the origin ofthe Cuninirejy 
(regal) dynasty and ita important rulers. The insertion was fund 
embedded in a mound at Bateshwar. It was later depotad in the 
Lucknow Museum by General Cunnighum, where i st The 
two beautiful marble temples which King Paramard Der had nis, 
опе for Lord Vishnu and the otber for Lord Shiva + were кіна 
desecrated during Muslim invasions, Some clever (fari) pen 
had this inscription, concerning these temples, buried in a mound. 
t remained buried for many years unti 1900 A. D. when during; 
excavations it was discovered by General Cunningham.” 

Mr. Kale, the author of tbe book quoted stone si 
observes that from the location where the Токі эш fas 


Aan (nan), 


m 
тана by 3. D, Кш» ad М. D. Kaie, Pia M Е 
from M. D. Make” Advocate, Catarpur, Malis Мадий, 


ж ‘The Té Mahal 1a A Teg Pa, 
buldings referred to in the inscription as temples, we 
Preter to 


Interpret 
Prot: urere 


as the King’s palace because (Vishnu does signify а 
ote a en ens oS a ы 
again mentioned tbe fect, as it does, that the building abet 
an image of Lord Vishnu. 

The inscription assumes importance inasmuch as it refer to 
the raising in Agra of two buildings of crystal-white marble ЕЩ 
years во from today. (1. e. A. D. 1983) 

Incidentally, this inscription effectively refutes tbe bland and 
blind assertion that it was only the Muslims who first started raising 
marble buildings in India. Wo have already proved in our two books 
that the Muslim rulers in India did not raise even a single mansion, 
canal, fort, palace, tomb or mosque whether of redstone or marble, 
‘They only appropriated earlier Hindu buildings and misused them. 

In our view the two buildings referred to in the Baleshwar 
inscription stil exist in Agra in all their marble splendour, They 
are the so-called Itimad-ud-Daulab tomb and the Taj Mahal. 

What the inscription refers to as Ube king's palace is the present 
Ttimad-ud-Daulah tomb. The Chandramauleesbwar temple is the 
Тај Mahal. 

A common failing of scholars of Indian history has been bir 
malvete in believing that there could be Muslim tombs and. mosque 
lore in India without corresponding palaces. For instance, whit 
is proudly pointed out as the Itimad-ud-Doulah tomb can Bev 
по meaning unless historians are also able to point out ples 
where the august courtier Itimad-ud-Daulah lived while alive. O4 
‘explanation is that Ttimad-ud-Daulah used to live in the very 
{a which be is believed to have been buried. And that MEE 
was an appropriated Hindu building. Tia obviously the king's PO 
referred to in the Batesbwar inscription. 

"Tbe Shiva (Chandramaulceshwar) temple is obviously 
‘Mahal for the following reasons : 

1. Ris сума white macto as mentioned in the ET 


the TH 


Te Ta) Mahal Originated Ax A Tempie 


a 

риу 

which is an exclusive emblem of | = аш 
3. The edifice is said to have been of. : 

NER 


returning to bia Himalayan abode of Kailas, 


‘Trident (trial) st tbe psc ofthe Ta) Mihal 

4. We have mentioned elsewhere in this book thatthe Ta) Maa 
garden included plants and trees all sacred tothe Hindus, Amang. 
them is the Bel and Harshringar, tbe leve and flowers of which 
‘are considered a necessity for tbe worship of Lard Shiva- 

5. The central chamber of the Та) Mahal which in nov lis 
ко contain the cenotapha of emperor Shahjahan un is wife Aunt 
Banu Begum has around It lan quadrangular chambres proving 
а perambulatory passage for devotam a. 


4 е 
— 
СТЕ 
асте 
е 
о анара 
seco holes in the mosaic flooring for the props which supported 
voee ipid 
cce eee pm 
ENSE ELE 
coco ett eile 
RO Tm 
и: 
терут 
ds nae See Or Wh Sst so eee 
UE pela e 
see eigen i наан 


18, Tavernier mentions the six courts in the Ta 

courts in the Taj Mahal building 
йен where а bizar used to be beld. It is common knowledge 
‘tat in Hindu tention bazara and faire are invariably held around 
amples which constitute the focal points of Hindu Ше. 


Tbe Ts) Mahal Originated An A Temple 


1 i pointed out hy some that ha 
Mahal dome beers the Arabic ie the Ty 
“God is Grest.'" ‘That those words were заед on the заст 
pinnacle fer Shahan eommandtred the Hinds шийи е Hi. 
ovis apparent from the fact tht the mos of sponse, ue 
inthe rod. siame courtyard ta tht et door nol rat neo 
A the back ofthe marble platform under би rene штен 
facing tb river ia a Jong rov of арыйа dci бийи ШЇ 
tn mdjoining long corridor ranning slong би eis BA 
apartment row. Those chambers a let lore tha 
Central chamber, which la believed tê conan e rd rel 
not have been decorated had the Taj Mahal been an islamie tamb. 
All visitors are apparently being misled. The corpse of Mumias, 
if at oll buried in the Taj Mahal, must neither be in the ground 
floor octagonal chamber nor in e basement char 
The chambers right bleue 
which have been haphazardly ved with - 
to contain Hindu idols and inscriptions. Similarly the corridors which. 
may be running along. the east and west of tbe marble plinth under 
the redstone terrace also seem to have boen sealed. Lkewine the 
шүк deor sae and ventilator -type openings in tbe apt тт, 
der the restone terrace facing the 
walled up. If those ugly fillings 


underground apartments of the Taj Mabal, 
fram (he Yamuna rive and io une, denoted тз анты, 
башт drawings, сап once again be the light of би V 


it used to be in the days before Жая 

is pense tat ight up to te rive bel ed йе 

ep stories below tho marble pln besides a arenes 

storey, " 
м. ть тышы oat in ш un PR 

form of the Sanskrit termn *“Tejo Meha! Шы hcec 

aa kno n e residen йш ay MN 


x ‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Pulse 
tn the first place, in Stahjahan's official chronicle, the name of 
the lady supposed to be buried inside is spelled Mumtazul Zamani 
and not Mumias Mahal. Secondly, the important, distinguishing 
prefix "Mum" could never be dropped off leaving the stump of 
Taj Mahal" to designate the building. Thirdly, even if one attempts, 
to жаен» some meaning from the term Ta) Мама" it would 
connote "а crown residence," and not в tomb. Fourthly, there 
ia no equivalent term in the entire range of Muslim lore or history 
Had the term “Taj Mahal” been common, it should have been 
brand af in connection with Muslim tombs or palaces in other parta 
of the world. Fifthly the term Tejomahalaya applies to a shrine 
consecrating the "Tej" variety of the Shiv emblem. 

15, The Batesbvar inscription enables us, at least tentatively, 
lo trace the 838:year history of the Taj Mahal to our own day 
Jt appears that the Taj Mahal alias Tejo Maha Alaya originated аз 
ıa Shiva temple la 1165 A, D. The deity, Lond Shiva, was consecrated 
in it on Sunday, the fifüb day of the bright lunar fortnight of 
the Hindu month of Ashwin of that year. Sometin 
When the iconoclastic alien Muslim sultanate was founded in Delhi, 
фе temple was captured, ita idol wns uprooted or buried and the 
buiding was misused аз a palace. We come to this conclusion from 
the first Mogul Emperor Babur's allusion to it in his Memoirs 
31 yours later (1506), аз а palace captured from his predecessor 
Ibrahim Lodi. Afer Bubur's son Humayun suffered reverse after 
reverse, around 1538 the Taj Mahal alias Tejo Maha Alaya was 
‘woinquerod by the Hindus. We come to this conclusion because 
on November Б, 1596, Humayun's son Akbar had to reconquer 
the Dethi-Agra-Fatehpur Sikri region by defeating the Hindu warrior 
Homa at the balile of Panipat. Apparently Akbar did not dispossess 
Ae Jaipur royal family of the Taj Mabal because the Jaipur family 
Tus his ‘strongest Hindu ally and йз scons, Bhagwandas and 


que Т) Mahal Originated As A Tempie 


of йз existence, we may зау that tbe Tuj Mall 7 
Shiva temple and continued to be so for about ong 
For nearly 300 years (тай А тш tel ш T T 
reconverted into а temple. Prom 1621 onwards tha piden 
Shine" (Tejo Maha Alaye) stands conrad nto my 

агі м 
grave 

16, Besides the trident pinnacle, there are other Hind ebay 
in the Taj namely the conch, the lotus and Ube эмем Hindu dan 
ОМ in Devanagari character, 

Visitors to the Taj may notice the Jetter "any" woven aba 
relief in embossed Dower-desina on the interior martie wi, As 
‘one stands poised at the top of tbe stairs leading to the baseman 
(to эсе what they call the ‘real graves?) one may ме on th wal 
around the upper marble cenotaph chamber, at ches Im, the 
esoteric sacred Hindu letter "'om'" woven into the embol mare 
flower- patterns. 

Pink lotus pattems on the border of the grillad pande thi 
enclose the cenotaphs may also be notin. к: 

From the "om and the trident and rows of rooma 
slong tbe four sides under the marble pint, researchers may ий 
whetber the Taj Mahal was бы ionis of se rt Rd 

Hindu Tantric cult before Musim occupation; Ты dé eamque 
which predominates the Agra region is Pepe | 
‘Teja temples and worship the lustrous Lord Shin. 
to the basement chambar to we 

As one descends the steps an oe 
the so-called real (7) cenotaphs at the (t nding ife m 
steps one comes seres on both ses uil rem M QE 
notice that the arch on tbe left and the 


‘The Ta) Mahal Is A Temple Palson 
m 


others 
aule and scolara of architecture should, therefore, lok 


< "de Tejo Maha Alaya, sas Taj Mahal, as а ‘ower’ 
er pend 
ce mte rh at rh d 
м mele, so-called, Muslim tombe and mosques are ancient 
eie Ma e ane 
ee ee Ne un ne 
centuries into believing. that the Taj Maha) was built as a tomb. 
tr ning at Net Cor 
a al Or ee dc Tj Mao 
eer a cl cem неме vo 
fenton i cae ne oo шк кн ыш 
ete ie CN eo 
ee eee ышт 
Да 
EM uL 
Eder 


тын the Taj Mahal must be the focal temple - the Tejo Maha 
Alaya - of an ancient Hindu township, finds corroboration in Keene's 
‘observation on page 179 of his Handbook. He says, ‘The Taj Ganj 
has в spot) known as Kalandar Darwaza, supposed to be that 
Га gateway in the wall which enclosed the ancient city of Agra 
Shin Mist ha fly corroborate or fading 
ares around the Тај Mahal forms part of a very ancient 
Torten of Ара cy. This part of Agra had la own Shiva temple 
Sale tbe Tejo Maha Alaya. Tt was encosed by the city val as 
temples used to be in ancient and mediaeval India. In fact tbe. 
статии» п corrupt Muslim term for some ancient 
bere rete lr re ber риту or to what is now 
=A Î gateway lending to the Taj Mahal premises. In 

our view the 
Proper frontal approach from ancient. times 


me from the 
pe Tuhan) gate. M atil bas its massive wooden gate 


їй» the Ta] Mahal, thousands 
, ae > 
OF ancient and erstwhile Hindu buildings 
IK anû mediaeval India have been under Muslim occupation. 


‘The Taj Mahal Originated As A Temple 


and made to bear false, implanted. k 


sod forts bal by Muslima. Thaw ES 
oer. rema of ax Amare Wie Emi EE 
The bas been quoted om page 177 of Karnes Hn. E 
атаа 
a contral seta ofthe Modem amplio TI KONANA 
pueden haa aa ШЫ БШ 
distant frontiers (Le. in Spain and 

pep ia sS 

What Mr. Taylor means is that in ands 
sot ida am n CE 
Magnificent monuments but in their. own lands ike Sy Taq 
жы Arabia Chey bave pretty little to show of (he same айыт. 

We pity the naivete of Mr. Taylor and those of bin Kind; They. 
have been badly duped. What they huve ben made to blow an 
Muslim buildings in distant Spain and India are not Muslim 
constructions at all. Those are all usurped indigenous buildinga bal 
by local chieftains in  pre-Moslim times. They were only appropriated 
by Muslim conquerors and falsely represented as their own through. 
superficial ‘camouflage and concocted chronicles, This finding of our 
should help Spain ‘repudiate Muslim claim» to ita ancent balding, 
Mr. M. H. Mills has also scientifically verified that the ю calla 
Cardoba mosque is a pre-Islamic edifice in. ‘Spain. 

As а point of information we would lke to add that (bt TW. 
Mahal is s little taller than the so-called ‘Minar in Dehl 
On page 174 of bis book, Keene note ihat the dines 
tbe garden level and the point of the spike. (the trident) on the 
main dome is 243.5 ft. while Ше so-called Kutub мос DAE 
Te 238 f. and one inch in eig. Bt seca Wen me TT 
the topmost point of the trident pinnacle of the ыле 
фе шг below i беу до mot realize the eal Moe 
«асе including йэ pinnacle. 

а ылыа some erty rete rael RENE 
of the тый dome," including thore 

So even the inscriptions on (Ве sp. 
Shabjahan's behalf. 


CHAPTER XXV 


THE FAMOUS PEACOCK 
‘THRONE WAS HINDU 


WE HAVE observed in an earlier chapter bow the Tuj Hind 
palace had richly embellished central ground for and bae 
Plumbers. The ground floor chamber had silver doors, già riling 
and an enclosure surrounded by gem-atudded тайда вота. Gv 
ch an enclosure what could it contain ? T must contain something 
ually arresting in its richness. A de frame woud nen bd 
a insignificant picture. Similarly, the scintillating eel grund 


and wealthy oe 
not only to bres tbe beck of a pore 
wr ot on to ee, in M EM 
the fabulous wealth that palace 
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sy bad their own pet animal or bud 
md у из. In Hindu mythology, the eagle, 
fee mori Ө Sr of otber birds and animals are 
E Miri. ds as being the motifs of their 

sated vit mat this, Muslim religious tradition strietly 
this into 

dent of 


T alsa appears thatthe scintillating throne used to be covered 
tp wes canopy and alao a net of pearls. In denuding the Taj 
Жыл ot puch fabulous wealth Зардап struck a virtual gem mine, 
Tnt ccd stone edifice for the burial of bis consort Mumtaz 


amd olber members of the harem. 

Tt fabulous Peacock Throne, later spirited away to Persi 
ly the Musim invader, Nadi Stab, is no tonger extant. It was 
ipmenberni and disbursed or looted piece by piece by Nadir Shah's 
feuding Muslim Iranian descendants precisely because even аз a 
plundered bicoom the presence of an idolatrous, infidel throne 
‘wes snsihema іо fanatic Muslim royalty. 


A description of the Pescock Throne is given by Shahjahan's 
fil гае Maa АЫ Hamid abori under the account of 
@ dU ун of ыйыта reign corresponding to 1806. I 
‘tay be recalled bere that Mumtaz had died around 1631 and according 


н ho ait 
etn ы 10 have distributed lot of wealth to 
PAY ® We understand from the Badshahnama 


The Famous Peacock Throne was Hindu 

m 
passage quoted by us in an earlier ad 
Жади. we are ld, exero on Ro EE E ED 

naay tii n XR ke ee 
ajalan had mead аЙ 

even усаг of Tis sccenslon tai Ъз ê манн ЧИ КЫ 
with them. He therefore had fabulous Pen Troe one 
у» Malla Abdul Hamid” "In the order, 
À 3 course of years many valuable 
gems had come into the imperial ewe Bowe." A ule more 
iban ordinary nalvete is needed to believe in such зайцу, 
Nobody seems to have bothered to compile, compare, verily ant 
subject such sccounls to close logical scrutiny. 1f we are ta len. 
in such prodigality, the Moguls must have bad bullion and gema 
dropping like rain over them all be time. 

We may, therefore, ignore tbe abracalabra of Stab having 
ordered the throne and instesá concentrate on its dimensions and 
the wealth that went into ite making. Even ooncsding that the 
monetary value of the gems and bullion use in that throne may 
bave been exaggerated by Mula Abdul Hamid, yet his бекіте 
should give one some idea of what the ancient Hindu Peacock ren, 
‘usurped by Shahjahan, looked Ше, 

According to Sbabjaban's court chronicle", It appears tk 
the Pescock Throne was “Uhre yards long, bro ad а half yia 
broad, five yards high and aet with jewels worth B e 
"The canopy bad 12 emerald columns: On tap of sh Mir eem 
toro peacocks thick-set with rubles, diamonds, emeralds and paaris- 
"Toe rone cost ten milion rupees "andis sid to Revel 
in seven years That moana tha ie was yot anter e ы чы 
building tbe Тај Mahal. This is something mare iv 
Arabian Nights story. The throne had 11 ree 
being for the ruler himself. 

‘There is one possible way of finding 
this rone made which ultimately found а wat E 


‘Toe Th) Mahal Is A Tempie Palace 
= 
Jer was always supposed to have around 
Kerne 
affici occasions. Lord Rama is always shown seated with his queen 
eas exi bie thre brothers around him. Prom this it seems that 
de Hinde ruler who ordered the Pescock Throne had nino sona 
‘Toe 11 төен in the Pescock Throne were meant for him, his 
ТА and tine sons, If in tbe pre-Muslim history of India we can 
езу те в Hindu monarch known for bis valour and lange 
domain, be could very well bo the monarch to have that throne 
made 
I could abo be that Chandragupta Maurys's surname may have 
аен from his Pescock Throne since ‘Mayura’ means а peacock 
Са Sanskrit) and Maurya may be a derivative of Mayura. In that 
‘ame tbe famous Pencock Throne usurped by Shahjaban could be 
send luck at Joast to Chandragupta Maurya. 
Another possibilty could be that a Hindu ruler who was both 
* ery genius and в warrior could have ordered the Peacock 
Thrane, since in Hindu mythology the peacock is tbe mount of 
both the Goddess of Lering, Saraswati, and the warlord Kartikeya 
Swami. One such ruler in ancient India known for his valour, 
{clap and devotion to truth, was Vikramaditya, the founder 
vat era in 57 B. C. И may be that the Peacock Throne 
rns ава ту быыл et ner wh e 
pe cae by King Vikramadit 


CHAPTER xxvi 


INCONSISTENCIES IN 
THE LEGEND 


CONTRARY to tbe traditional belief in their 

the courts of mediaeval Muslim rulers were s gor 
intrigue, vice, cruelty and torture. There was no scope for the 
promotion of art or other higher values of life in that втори. 
АП talk, therefore, about dance, painting, music and building art 
having been encouraged is basdeees, In fact with the beginning 
‘of Muslim invasions, all progres ceased because most of the citizenry 
were worried about their own physical-weuriy and tbe safety of 
their wives and children. In such an atmosphere of intense terror 
nothing thrives. A building like tbe Та) Mahal presupposes lang 
period of peace and prosperity 

Mr. Keshab Chandra Majumdar says", "mad: ud- Dau, fer. 
of Nurjaban, tells us that es many аз 5,000 women пей in 
Mogul harems.... the male issues of some of tbe woman had to 
undergo solitary confinement for Ме.” Wien sud wae the ы 
of the ruler's own progeny, one can very wall imagine бн ы 
of the citizenry, а majority of wom baee to к rein кө 
culture highly detested by b Boite, ve 
sodomy was rampant among 
peus how eunuchs formed an. арис MEE 
courts, Does not such an atmosphere lesd to desolation эмее 
of all art? 

‘What with the incessant warfare bey 
of servants they kept, a nobility hiring 
the Muslim rulers in Unda were alaya bari PST iy bah 
"To put it in tbe layman's terms, they cni TAS бы 


Magis ty К. С. Mame 


91. P. b, Imperial Asra of the 


ты Taj Mahal 1s A Tempie Palace 
m 
eli «(às rout ore fret. Wests no doubt there uel to 
VT aste replenished by plundering be citizenry, but it used 
top ‘drained away no sooner than it was brought in. Thus court 
te we bad and dial. In fac pressing wants necessitated raids 
Rhe male's poor and defncdess subjects эз а manccuvre of 
Pusan Almost ss soon as the wealth came in, it had to be 
burned, The fancied tresure-reserves for fanciful projects like 
* Taj Mahal to bury а deceased queen in were just not there. 
Contrary accounts written by mediaeval Muslim chroniclers were 
Жаним by the need io fatter the ruler and ensure a steady 
Share of the ruler’s wealth fbr themselves. Basking in the sunshine 
af royal favour, the so-called chroniclers wangled for themselves 
{cushy job of praising the ruler sky bigh and sharing in hia spoils. 


A typical instance of how the history of Indian monuments 
and (bar architecture has been based on wild conjectures is found 
in Keene's Handbook" ‘‘Almardan Khan (the governor of 
Kandahar) probably introduced the bulbous dome, which зоте regard 
as a marked feature in the decadence of Saraceni architecture in 
India : а striking exumple being found in the dome of the Taj 
Mahal" This shows bow traditional theories are conjectural bubbles 
алай with endless “ protabes."* On page 200, Keene says : "The 
‘Ceauasth Khamba э believed to be a tomb of Bakshi Sulabot Khan 

(изил chief treasurer). The words Chausath Khamba are 
a non-Muslim term. Ought not studenta of history to ask themselves 
a lo who footed the tills of these expensive mausoleums for all 
‘he Fakir Mohammads and Lakeer Ahmads of Mogul times, including 
unucha, fsszdars, prostitutes, faquirs, sons, grandsons and great 
Wandana? Js euch a thing possible within the ambit of human 
Matura ag Й і constituted? Is it possible that those who built 


no 
Pion, Батаа or their children buit palatial tamba for 
Keene ida the reader on page 150 of his Handbook that 
50 of d 
pe Handbook that **....two 


ries of м 
tar ar tne band коба of а pleasure resort were provided 


pine sw” It is absurd to imagine that 
* derunt the death of his eı 


Inconsistencies In Tin agent 

m 
at state expense for people to visit and revd jn. 
Shahjahan’s despotic era when the subjects ountan far pae 
But Ube presence of the pleasure pavilions з yet anothes 
proof that the Baradarie (corridors) are thee lesum tT 
originated as а Rajput temple palaco, 


How the whole story of the building ofthe ТЫ Mahal ia att 
and bluster ia apparent from yet another wea link in th tradi 
sccount. On page 165 of bis Handbook, Кеше statas, "ia highly 
probable that the remains of Mumtaz (brought from Burhanpur 
Where they had lin for six months) lay in the temporary tomb 
cor the Masjid Baoli for about nine years... When they were nay 
removed to this tomb (in the basement of the so-called Taj Mahal) 

not authoritatively known," Since such an important detail as 
the removal of Mumtaz's body to ita final resting place ia missing, 
after all the pother about Shahjahan having but a monument speci 
for ber burial, the question arises whether the Taj does in fact 
contain the remains of Mumtaz and Sahjbun or whiter tbe 
Cenotaphs were just meant to be mere scarecrows lû шшр sn 
ancient Rajput palace 7 

Another instance of tbe pathetic loopholes that riddle every 
single detail of the Shahjahan. ined of a e 
screens around the cenotaphs. About 
on page 171. “The marble screen enclosing um ‘octagonal ares in 
ihe centre of the смошй Чыл, 
ishahnama, placed bere in 

€ go authority Ube screen was placed bere WY 
‘Aurangzeb after be lid hs fatber's remains teres 


at Shahjahan's own bidding, 
be calls the other authorities 


motivated by the desire to bask in be 
is wrong in bolding that the 
competent" were more 


b тъ Taj Mahl Ts А Temple Pi 
w— were birds of the same featber, 
Quid ar canon ө ca dree then I at the mari 
oen vais dong ere enclosing tbe sacred Shivling or the precious 
Res. Throne of the Rajput owners of the Taj palace. Aurangaeb 
Tetas) пап who would spend any money on decorating 
is ted father's camo 
Brera муз thst а Koranie txt quote on the queen's tomb 
terminos with the words, "amd defend us from the tribe of 
tations." This ending is significant since our whole pa 
фә tw to prove tht th Taj Mahal was commandeered fom 
ж “unbelieving” family precisely to end that “tribe. “° The choice 
S e passage or quoting on Mumtan's tomb betrays the purpose 
‘How a steady barrage of propaganda kept up through centu: á 
has resulted b mislesding and befooling generations of la; ied 
scholars of history and architects into the belief that the hus 
and пріо mediaeval monuments Amp 
= are Muslim, though in fat 
‘belong to an earlier period, may be illustrated from Sk Y 
experience, In Оши IV on pae 29 of his book, in describing, 
bia its la monumenta ia Ара, the author saya, "lend net 
the rwr emın one moming to Kok ш the ммк ш 
Mr qoe Being і Ба ш tbe tomb d 
asked one of the bostmen, 


rho wis roving me, who 
who had bunt w 
AE UN s. bult what appeared to me a new 


1 The Legend m 
scholars ant visitors have been misguided by the prat 
be people. How palpably absurd the accusation against 
remm Prd Jats is cun be seen from the unscathed existence 
S A rand the so-called Ttitmad-ud-Daulah tomb. Not that 
of ere ig! Muslim бце but ever sacs tbey were p 
1 в Muslim tombs tbe Jala and Marsus did not so much 

'h them. But somehow propaganda has succeeded in 


эз even serito 
Bd ейте of making people wrongly believe in the Мойт origin 


of mediaeval monumenta. 
We ourselves had a similar experience as Siceman. 
hile on a visit to Agra Fort we asked а bearded Muslim, 
bis ablations with a potful of water, as to which part 
vaji had been incarcerated in by Aurangzeb, In aking 
thet question we only wanted to test the popular version, because, 
itin our own mind we were clear that Shivaji bad been confined 
Tr Ram Singh's home outside the fort. But the Muslim even without 
betting an eyelid or fumbling for an answer, pointed to а distant 
spot beyond a partition wall, well within the area occupied by the 
army, and therefore unapproachable by visitors, We thin realized 
from our own experience how the lay public and serious students 
ol history alike have been consistently misled by unserupulous people 
through blatant statements not only spoken but officially recorded 
in mediaeval volumes believed to be an эше recor of 
contemporary events 
All hat has been said in the foregoing pases should be eno 
to convince even the most eredulous thatthe Taj legend и а Бы 


played on а gulible world. Every aspect of it is mite 
‘contradictions. The falsity of tbe traditional version: about the! 

ofthe Taj anal by Suahjahan sands thoroughly ОМ, WIR. 

eee e ie maa o tros sn of tea 

originated. wa 
" i bove have shown з 

number of ciues discussed above Мм SOT rdg, 

sal and cre ie 


Once wi 
hurrying for 
of tbe fort Si 


Taj Mahal originated as a temple and not 
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m 
erin ful of be choicest ru and flower plants boly to the айра, 
and e бе 

айнй to the falsity of пейәеун! Muslim chronicles Keene 
мече - "Indian historians, in attempting to belaud the acta 
of their kingly patrons, have often committed themselves to 


Sene wich under the searchlight of subsequent scrutiny are 
found to be absolutely inaccurate," Keene is mistaken in calling 
ther Indian. They were alien Muslims 

In фе subsequent pager be confirms that ‘‘the cenotaph of 
Sbahjaban,.. is unsymmetrically placed (p. 172). There are 14 rooms 
in a line along the river face of the great basement (p. 177). 
About these rooms Keene says: ‘The basement rooms are centrally 
situated ssa line of М rooms slong the face of the Great Basement, 
under its terrace; and each of them is connected by a doorway 
with an inner lobby running East and West along their entire length. 
From each end of the lobby a staircase ascends to the terrace of 
the Great Basement, where jr entrance closed by red sandstooe 
slabs, Шу unsuspecied unti] discovered a few years ayo, the clue 
being given hy a small window overlooking. the river in each of 
the wo easternmost rooms, The rooms, once frescoed and otherwise 
decorated being now in darkness and infested by bats, cannot be 
explored without a torch or lamp. Whether they originally opened 
on to ghat and gave admittance to the Taj from the river; or 
being provided with windows, were used as cool resorts during 
the ен of the day, cannot now be decided, " (Actually the rooms 
number 22, not M) 

‘Toe above is а very important clue to bow much is hidden 
Irom the public in the Тај Mahal. The lay visitor peeping into the 
motah chamber comes away satisfied, calling it a day, thinking 
Sat be bas sen the mighty sepulchral handiwork of a doughty 
jihan Bot he ja being badly cheated and duped. As Keene 
an rhy ined out, scores of basement chambers lie sealed 
mid ûne slabs, Shabjshan having had no need for them after 
Th QN the fabulous Hindu mansion into a Muslim tomb got 

Saleh Tous, far from building anything, Shahjahan got a 


СР т, Keane's Handbook, Wa, the roma are acta 2 
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— ШИ 

жи. all mediaeval Vor in Indi, viue a, a Pt урна 

тә Humayun’, 1Швадыддийк э, Saray тама шү 
Ae суш 

——— 

resto terre ooking s the Yamuna а Маз th ne 

rn wt tan at be a en тад 


river-front alone, how many more shoul thane 
basement from the back to the front of the pe кы m 


e's tomb. 


m also well ‘marble plinih? 
The vistor may шю wal imagine t ү 
rooms in the basement of the bone larren be pe 


basements could there be right upto the ground levet where Yamuna. 
flows From the ground level to Ube mart platform thew ane 

» with esch storey consisting of score of room, The 
visitor is not shown any of these, AN thove rooms мез dod 
to visitors eversince Shahjahan appropriated that Hindu 
to be used аз a Muslim tomb. Unfortunately, етеп totay whan 
же are free, the free citizen of a free India bn ИШ being deprived 
of his right of free access to all apartments of U grent Taj Mahali 
Instead, be is being doped and duped with fairy alis of а fal 
‘Sbahjuhan- Mumtaz romance, 

That this ban to the basement chambers har bs imparai 
eversince Shahjahan took over the Hindu mansion in dia Mt, 
is clear from Bernier's notings. Bernier was French viar Wr 
India during Shabjaban's reign. 

Apart from the basement under the redstone terrasa there mait 
be another huge basement containing many rooms even undir IMi 
marble platform. The visitor who descends from the к 
chamber to the basement graves is made о bleve that 3 
only one dark chamber there enclosing the two Er 
is far from the truth. Tbe darkness there ia ambled dumm 
y vital details from the visitor about 


hiding many 
Many people being in a hurry come. 
the marble building consists of only ont 
ground floor and ome sepulchra) charm! 
are many spacious balls and rooms эш 
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ыи подоб: a the remainder of the interior 
M he eonaph chamber are four square hall, 
Md vac agen, and four octagonal balls» =» мм each 
pee ale cree 
semaine apaes and with tbe cenotap chamber 
wii ach ober, гоц them from the square hall giving 
min ee ey Gunter элд back to. From ech 
ne ds mei tne en 
CRAT and passes of which are similar to those below 
icr the ground floor of the marble building has many halls 
кшш) rooms, itv clear thst they must bave their counterparts 
Ts tenement underneath If tbe visitor sees no access to them 
тып be central sepulchra) chamber in tbe basement it is clear 
that lose entrances too have been sealed. Thus there is much 
te investigate, unseal and discover in the basement storeys of the 
Taj Mahal right from the marble plinth to the Yamuna level. И 
А0 (base chambers in the many basement stories are brought to 
fight А wil fctitat the piecing together of the story of Shabjahan's 
usurpation of а Hindu mansion. 


onm 
of the tomb тош 


We would abo like to draw reader attention to Keene's remarks 
hal the basement rooms bore frescoes and other decoration. They 
bave all been scrubbed off. This is yet another indication of the 
‘Taj being an erstwhile Hindu mansion. Shahjaban would not build 
scores of omate rooms in the basement and have them sealed! 
Acording to (be Badshahnama there were four seruis each with 
135 rooms in Mumtazabad (which obviously was the name foisted 
^on the former Jaisinghpura and Khawaspura), and a central chowk 
(square) from which roada branched off at right angles. This is 
further lemony that the ancient Rajput temple palace which is 
‘now mown as the Taj Mahal was surrounded by other huge buildings 
шике! with a network of roads. Thal із exactly what the term 

Len sginifies in Sanskrit. Such a huge building complex сал. 
‘ly be juif If а temple palace is its nucleus. а tomb does 
ak eed wach annexes nor can Anyone afford them. 


viu ie Ты, ове the evidence rom books and les dealing. 
Tat eign Мий (he traditional Taj legend, and establishing 
a Temple palace and not as a tomb, we зый 
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ding iat, 

age 9 ot à tok шы 


ow concern ourselves with а parey of the 

Since Vincent. Smith mentions on 
Akbar the Great Mogul that 
Ms. © dear th ale bers pt n Peta 
who ruled over Agra must have. meman 
in the Taj palace as дне owner ra риш o haran amet 
like Raja Mansingh and Jaisingh on whom ore o Uim 
ultimately devolved. According ta the Pesan on tg 
tort тт captured by Mohammad Ohne e rape З. 
{com Jaipal. Whosoever ruled tbe fort, owned the Ti palace, Thuy 
we come to the conclusion that Jud had owed the Ty, and 
lives in it. After him Mohammand Ghazni shuld huve ишу n 
tbe Taj st Joast occasionally though for security ressona by must 
have preferred the massive confines of the fort. The others who 
seem to have been in occupation of the newly б-т martla 
‘suite of the Taj palace are : Rajput rulers of the Tuar dan who 
came to power after Mohammad Ghamav's invasion, Viabaidav 
Chauhan, Ваһ! Lodi, Sikandar Lodi, Babur, Humayun, Sber Sub, 
Jalal Khan, Humayun again, Abar, Mansingh, дарз und 
Jaisingh. It was from the last owner, as all versions invariably 
admit, that the Taj property was taken by Saban tobe caverta 
into а tomb. 


In the Agra Fort gallery, facing the Tij, is а tiny биз piat 
ciel in a val to mirror the ТЫ Mi Dinan d e 
Тај legend have conveniently annexed the device to qf 
Se te eee mi PAS 

their thousands in " 
eei a ey common ax vial Tap pedi uu 


The Taj Mahal Is А Temp 
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fort because it was a Hindu fort. M, 
sparen ner permite оса during internment tg 
hehe for which overlooks the Та]. I is, therefore, 

Mout during detention he consoled himself by cate 
of the Taj in the liny glass piece. A further abou 

sistency is : would an old monarch, bent with age, tm 
to an the tine to strain hi bedimmed vision, and peer inta a 
Vy as piece with his beck to the Taj to catch a Пеецар, reflected 
[mre ofthe Taj when е could аз well have a clear, full, straight 
AD direct view of it seated comfortably facing the monument] 
Aid would not such а stance give him a pain in the neck? Тыз 
fa ун soother Instance of bow students of history, archaeologist 
ami Шу visitors have never bothered or cared to take stock of 
the Jose bits of the Taj legend, and tried to rearrange them to 
find out wheter they add up to at least s coherent and cogent 
acount, even if fiios. 


A government peon, Aneesh Ahmad, informed us that the tiny 
mirror was fired there by his father Insha Alla Khan, about 50 
‘years qo to illustrate bow mirror- pieces decorated those walls under 
he Hindu rulers. Therefore the legend that Shahjaban used to see 


fn Tesla of the Taj in that mirror is of course a crude, cruel 


m 
и argue 


‘Since readers may yet а better idea of the results achieved 
ly the time, оце and money spent on mediaeval memorial 
‘monuments by comparing them with similar recent projecta, Let 
Tuus рге Mahatma Gandhi's samadhi with the Taj Mahal if the 


ler lı to be believed ал original tomb. 


Srutructing it, Roughly, therefore, the time, labour. 
mont юрен 5 Una Gandhi's Samadhi tally with tbe 
oniho Ta And ye terni. Ше Ume, labour and money spent 
mail wand. ng а Me vastly different, Mahatma Gandhi's 
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= 
and а wider region. In Майа to 
Taj is also believed to have ad gem meti maou, tg 
railing and silver doors, Readera can wel ait eo ы 
these. It will amount to а fabulous, nt of al 
cv al the Mogul emperors together ead ка tara n eh 
much on a single monument, Besides, who would ins cr 
wealth on a monument which would be the haunt of fanis eat 
mesi? Moreover, such изле M sula а мде. Ia 
temples or palaces which ean and do have mh magi 


Both, the entrance from the redtone quérie into they 
grounds as well as the entrance to the enotaph chamber face south. 
Had the Taj been an original sepulchre, its entrance shoul Tume 
foced the west, because Islam allows communion with Alih for 
both the living and the dead, only from the direction of the Kaba. 
"This is a very important clue to refute the traditional claim Uk 
tbe Та) Mabal originated as a tomb, 
Mediaeval Muslim monuments are almost always mosques and 
tombs, except ín a few cases, At the outset Mt appears strange 
that a Jong line e car 
lore but seldom palaces. It is stranger асса 
күле palatial tomb for his predecessor, aconling о current 
tradition, also thirsted for the predecessor's blood while he ater 


six months, be died. He could hardy bout of # 


DL pal 
and yet bis so-called tomb in Dabi 
surrounded by three defensive walls. Akbar, the 


‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palace 


pudings are palaces and are entirely in the 


шу Tat اھ‎ бо= remembered. From this it becomes 


temple at care ым ibs do not represent 

manok, Тый is why tbe tom! repr any 
ves maio proportion tothe importance of tbe individuala 
ssiformity or sen commemorate. Tbe turmoil and the дову 


pres of commemorating s deed predecessor, than on winning 
Me war of succession? And who would supervise the building 
‘construction, and bow would be do it ? 

И may be noted that tbe so-called Humayun Tomb in New 
Dei ий forma part of what is called the ‘Jaipur Estate." Tk 
wis, therefore, one of the temple palaces which the Hindu ruling 
балду of Jaipur beld in Delhi. Tbe Taj Mahal also was a temple 
palsoe owned by the same family in Agra. Architecturally, both 
are similar, except that the grandeur, magnificence and delicacy 
(of the Taj surpestes that of the Delhi monument. 

Toe undisputed ownership of Jaisingh over the ''Taj"" before 
was taken over by Soahjahan, is a very crucial detail. In fact, 


Ioccesistencies In Toe Legend. 
palace end misused it as а tomb, = 


Though we have observed that e 
the eoe уй ere are evr tbe pee eal en 
contention that the Taj Mahal originated as a [е ры] 


Inside the Taj Mahal the palace, 
os lire tapestry ia made up of Indian fon 


Had the Taj been an original tomb, Әј 
have allowed Indian orato farm n tear EE 
design inside the mausoleum of his wie. It is Ми t argus ta 
because the workmen employed on the Tuj happened to be Hindus 
their motifs got incorporated jn the Ta} design. It must beremembered 
that it is the person who pays the piper that calls tbe tne, Mareen, 
‘when it is a question of the peace of the departed soul, symbola 
and motifs of a detested religion would never have bem allowed. 
to be incorporated in the ornamental pattêrns of the Taj. In fit 
the whole ides of having such a luxurious tomb bulk and having 
decorative patterns made inside it is frowned upon in зале religion 
and tradtion. But Shahjahan had no alternative but to put up with 
them since be had taken aver a ready-made "ебат" monument. 
‘Those who argue that mediseval Muslim rulers freely alowed 
adoption of the Hindu style and art in their monumenta must consider 
that even in this 20h century, when the edge of orthodoxy hat 
considerably blunted, no group of Muslima wil ever dare or cant 


‘The Taj Mahal ls A Temple Palace 
- 
Muslim structures 
o those buildings. Е 
What is worse is that in innumerable instances when these 
and architects became aware, to their utter discomfiture, 
et omrary іо written claims the buildings existed even before 
the death of the persons whose tombe they were supposed to be, 
‘hey explsined them away by tbe speculation that the deceased had 
"dug their own graves and raised their own mausoleums in advance, 
‘Thus Hoshang Shah's tomb in Mandu (Central India), Akbar's 
tom at Sikandra, the Chini-ka-Rawza in Agra and of Ghiasuddin 
Тъй in Delhi are said to be essays in auto-tomb-building by 
the respective monarchs who cared в hang for anybody or anything 
‘while alive and who went through their lives as though they alone 
‘would never die. Iis the height of absurdity to believe that the 
deceased monarchs or courtiers buit their own tombs. Nothing 
‘an be more ridiculous and puerile. The straight, true and cogent 
walanaton i» that captured, Rajput-bult mansions of old were 
sed for the burial of Muslim monarchs. Since it did not sound 
very decent and dignified that august monarchs who had lorded 
it aver during their lifetime were not provided а fitting burial by 
—. the latter have left false accounts of having built 
ee eic немен Akbar's tomb. Historians 
realized that statements like those of Jahangir 


duleved mediaeval mosques and tombs to be origin 
"ritbou feling the necessity to go into the origin 


йай. hs н 
Uh cm te шры одар шн А er presene соо 
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ш 
finding, їй the T Makal э ano emp Б ш 


town. "The main entrance to the 
in lo from the тате gateway ot жын ance a атра 


‘The existence of а ghat and " 
‘oan pra ohne amde e RR 
palace. The 22 underground chambers while being redundant. in 
в tomb are necessary in a temple palace. The same can be anf 
about the Basai tower and the many annexes which have been: 

pe ed 


While al accounts angee that before Shahjihan took А over, 
Lhe Taj property was owned by Jaisingh, they differ hopelessly 
concerning the mode of acquisition. We have already seen Itat 
‘Shabjahan's own official chronicler Mulls Abdul Hamid has recorded 
that the Taj palace was acquired in exchange for some landed estate 
elsewhere in Shahjahan's dominions. But B. P. Заспа records 
in his book” that the plot was "'acquired for а nominal pro^" 
Significantly enough, Abdul Hamid fails to point oul which plot 
where was given in exchange, as Siksens fus (o say what Ibe 
nominal price was. 

Shahjahan had no эсги 
to be written. This fact is known 


rebel his reigning fatbor 
'Shahjaban had turned а wi pes 


the latter's bebes. 
written at n 


therefore, if fanciful 
‘Taj Mahal were fabricated 
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= 
Mahal, it could only have been 
so-called Rat a ыр the latter constructed. ft ig 
Mal ries ot Iia ofthis view that Mahammad 
cei other invaders have gone on record 
Chama Tuned, ing into India they ped in wide-eyed 
Jui on ier gata, no to talk of ita grand temples 
venie Wee pare to e mastery and skil achieved in India 
imitive. Imposing monumenta 
€ Indian Kshatriyas ruled West Asia. But 


Sirens T duties 
fhe puru of art was tabooed and all education came to an end 
lang groups beadad by adventurous marauders not finding the 
ыты lo ve ce pursue any pesoeful occupation in their own 
ands ext covetlous eyes oo lands like India abounding in 
velit 

emen hus recorded in his autobiography that while 
тазе the Hindus be used to spare stone masons and other 
ling workmen and artista to be driven across the Punjab and 
‘ther northern regions to West Asia to build tombs and mosques 
a grand asthe monumenta be found in India. 

Зоо Temerhin and ай other invaders followed a set pattern, 
‘Tunercin's observation is reminiscent of the practice of all mediaeval 
Майл invaders of forcing bundreds and thousands of Indian 
(пит to yo to West Asia, get converted to Islam, and settle 


down to bul monuments in West Asian lan 
ds wi 5 
d woul plundered from India. ze tons, а 


falsehoods 


Those who believe that the Taj Mahal derives ite name from 
Mumtaz Mahal lying buried in it are mistaken, Firstly, sbe may 
not st all be buried in it. Secondly, her name was nol Mumtaz 
Maha) but Mumtaz-ul-Zamani. Thirdly, in the Persian scrip tht 
name of Mumtaz ends in "*z'" while that of the Taj in 'J'; hence 
the word Taj is not derived from Mumtaz, Fourthly the proper 
Muslim term would be Mahal-e-Taj, not Taj Mahal. Like a beutiful 


lush garden of rare fruit and flower trees, silver doors, pold ralling. 

em-studáed marble grils and a resplendent Pocock Throne «ie 

wall echoed the hurry and bustle of a powerful Rajput rui fami 
‘The visits that streams of visitors pay, 

hurrying from Agra railway station or the bus 


farther deadened by the many parole Bort 
his or ber ears by voluntary or рай 
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m 
diario thoroughly dazed, stupefied, confused, overawed 
lee P o Topet that around the basement tombs, the 
Sd Mer exon and in the first oor above the cenotapha 
roe 


BEN 
ззат 
eS e e ез 
BER 


Visitors coming sway from the Taj generally carry the impression. 
that there is just one room in the basement for the graves and 
smother above thet for the cenotaphs. They express surprise if 
АМ at on tho three marble floors together there are 23 rooms 
anû inside the marble plinth are 1089 rooms which add up to the 
dimensions of a temple palace. 

But that ia not all. Below the marble platform down to the 
basement under the Yamuna level are perhaps three more floors 
‘made up of scores of rooms. 


As one proceeds from the city towards the Taj, even while 
the outermost entrance to Йа precincts is yet half a mile away, 
Фе ses а redstone tower half buried in tbe ground on the 
Jur aboot ten yards from the road... From the stone (оме 
fan be seen jutting ош and disa 
an ange clique to the asphalt s 


right 
r a wall 
ppearîng in the rising ground at 
preach road. On either side one 
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m 

At the outermont entrance to the ы 
approaches by the asphalt rod trom the мен ane: 2 ê 
redone pavilions. AN this shows tha tbe T tg fe "ете ай 
tar fromm being ho 
as a tomb formed the epicentre of an ancient Agra 

Shahjshan's temperament being unable to eee 
ovnersip of а fairyland Lampie- palace, be dated 1ш нара 
unsuitable for habitation any longer and челе 
mausoleum. The Taj Mahal is, therefore, yet another link in the 
1000. year-old mediaeval Islamic tradition in India of tbe conver 
of conquered Rajput palaces and temples into tombe. The mime 
is reposted in nearby Fatehpur Sik, 

‘The minds of some have become so throughly conditioned to 
the traditional Taj legend that they would rather be let undisturbed 
in smug contemplation of Shahjahan's mythical love for Mumtax 
аз having led to the creation of the Taj, than be asked to Ба 
it by what may seem a Jess romantic but true account of the origin 
of the Taj. In fact the concept of the Taj having originated ax 
а temple-palace is both more romantic and plausible than the der. 
that it is a doleful monument. But even 30, for hoe who prefer 
delusion to history, and dogma to truth, there is nether may curt 
mor appeal. Such may include both lay readers as wel w thost 
who are called students, experts and scholars of history. Others 
with an open mind will of course ponder over the evidence meme 
in the forgoing pages. 

‘The present book must not, however: اه انی اا‎ 
word on the Биос of the beg eimi e e 
Mahal. In fact it is only the first in a 
sim to have succeeded in {етей bt ا‎ У аа, 
mot a Muslim tomb of tbe 17th century’ 
‘Whether was originally bulk axa temple or platora lepe Ba 
complex we are not ув sure since we ck tb rare SRO 


тыл Mtl Tele gg 
= 
(ш. Shahjaham commandeered the bu 
ертеу. 
BAUEN сочат аи nd 
e eel o nda rder commissioned the Ding 
Тале we came across the so-called Raleshwar inscription 
келер hat а crystal white temple dedicated to Lord Shiva had 
тту 15 A. D 
Р De rears 
and of the Government's archaeology department to trace the Hindu 
касу of the Taj Mahal. We have a strong suspicion that Shahjahan 
Jur biden valuable evidence about the Hindu origin of the Taj 
Mahal in the marble platform, and beneath the chamber which is 
‘said lo contain the res! grave of Mumtaz. Keene has stated that 
AION Ше lig lo Unt sore td bon sedet 
DEAN өн to per p des ow dr to tbe reside i 
ong: ВА e major pron of tht storey ying diet 


бите the marble platform has been sealed by Shahjahan with 
‘rick md line. 


Hod Stahjahan nothing to hide, he wouldn't have sealed the 
Trin máemeth tbe marble platform down to the Yamuna river 
Ит and boo possibly the basement under the ground surface. 

None should 
A Pre: Shahjahany 
(tle fly к ts pre-Shahjahan history, 


inte " 
pis 


10 value merely because the court has 
who the owner of the stolen property 
mar tut oui he Taj could well form another 
Mt Sube Ding ia er, ing disproving the popular belief 
Hem picti out the Mor constitutes the first very important 
Mensa a e аео for future reach 


EIUS Mit to find out 


Ste to point out that the creator 
№ ruler. One very valuable aid 
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for в reme ov ly wa ia 
the very apot and the deum e S 

a Es 
evidence unraveling Ube тунку ibt the origin af йи Ти у 
The future такалды sel toe тшш мыш 
beck of the marte ptr of e D] i DT d dS 


cad be wil ee staircases by either of which he may cimi dow 
to the storey underneath, 


What one sees inside is astounding. On the riverside is fist 
a row of 22 stately rooms with their walls and cen ий bearing 
ancient Hindu paint patterns, The riverside wall-nine venis 
have been hastily sealed with brick and lime by Shahjahan, ‘This 
has been so crudely done that the filing remains unpasere and 
even has cavities for scaffolding. This shabby scene serves м an 
anti-climax because while historical fiction ha for thre ong centuries 
credited Shahjahan with raising a fabulous, рау while, 
soft-to-the-touch marble mausoleum, the hidden chambers revel 
that be has been a cruel usurper and desecrator who did not hesitate 
to scar the magnificent building with crude waling-up of all nether 
stories. This is graphic proof of bow Indian history has been turned 
Lopsyturvy when India was under foreign domination: 
120 15 п. in width and 20 
‘The rooms vary in sine from aaa 
to 22 n. in length. The eling may be about П. hi a 
rooms are rendered dingy and dark by Shahjahan мо 
hon tbe two ron doors at 
the stately ventilators. Only wi prese 
of tbe staircases on either flank are opened do 
of light. 
‘Shahjahan had even taken care 
slabs placed over thor entrance in eren 
were removed during subsequent Bri must be 
that line of rooms running pura UP gi san equ 
about 0 f. Adjacent to the rooms, n tam. The 
Jong corridor rendered pith dirk TY SA ng, үш imer fk 
corridor is about 8.5 fi. wide ‘on te бөти Ho 
‘marble plinth bagina "the coridor 
ods jus here tep Te 
In that wall (supporting the marble P Ty eden TO 
two doorways at Из easter Md TST М акей 
=e meliately under 
lend to the storey 


hat we keve 
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ie. 
reve m 


oe we 


‘This is а graphic example of how very grossly remiss has the 
archweclogy department of the Government of India been. Every 
Your they must be spending millions of rupees on excavations in 
‘iM open country far sway from their administrative centres and 
у& they have steadfastly avoided opening up the stories of the 
Т») Mahal from the redstone terrace downwards to the ground level 
вай perhaps even to the basement lying underground below the 
riverbed level, Removing Фе brick filings in the two doorways 
mentioned above won't cost even a paltry Rs. 100/- and yet very 
valuable evidence regarding the Taj Mahal itself and other aspects 
of its history may be hidden inside in the form of inscriptions, 
scriptures, treasure, idols, and mysterious stairs leading to other 
hidden apartments and stories. 

Our discovery that the Taj Mahal far from being a 17th century 
ilemie mausoleum, із а much more ancient Hindu temple palace 
is having wide repercussions. Several travel agencies and guides 
have since cessed referring to the Taj Mahal ns a monument of 
‘sensu love, On special request official guides inform the visitor 
6f our version of the Taj as against the traditional concoction. 

‘Another significant reaction was reflected in a speculative report 
carried by an Urdu daily of Pakistan titled Nuwa-i-Wagt in one 
ЭГ its issues of February 1974, The report voiced the fear that 
the Government of India intended renaming the Taj Mahal as Ashok 
Mahal. The report sparked off a debate in Pakistan's National 
Assembly when a member urged the Pakistan Government to lodge 
* Protest with the Indian Government against renaming the Taj- 


lok of misunderstanding pervades the whole issue. 


toconsitencen 1n The Legend 
Indian Government hag » 
Firstly, the indian Government as Dep 
‘Taj. Secondly, even the Indian Qo per L 
arbitrarily rename the Taj Mahal аз Ashok Маһ unas tron 
тест it fist establishes tht the T Mil wa ee 
by the ancient king Ashok. "tidy, even ifthe Taj pe^ ps 
to bo renamed Pakistan should have nothing ta da with lucus 
the Taj Mahal is Indian property, Fourthly the 40 jer чы V 
that the term Taj Mahal is Islande because it driv fe Mae 
is self misplaced. The term Mumtaz ends in a ^r! while the tarm 
"тар ends in а ‘j' which clearly indicates that "Tij has 
to do with Mamas. Moreover К В highly бой viste Masi 
is ot all buried in the Taj since ber grave is stl intact in far 
sway Burbanpur and also because in the entire Shabjahan legend 
no date is mentioned for Mumtaz's fancied burial in the Tj. ft 
is also significant that the bulding was referred to ка the ТЫ" 
even prior to Mumtaz's burial in А аз noted by tbe contemporary 
French visitor Tavernier- 


CHAPTER XXVI, 


eT OF EVIDENCE ) 


( BALANCE Sit 


IN TINS chaptor we recapitulate and nun 
oth for and aginst tho traditional legend, t 
alr the hollownen and falsity of 
sevens the atrength and quantum of the evidence we have boon 
sible Xo errata lo ewtabllsh that tho 
Ample pance whi 
with only superficial changes to nerve 
conor 


ional Taj 1e 


i) Mahal i» an anciont. Hindu 
was commandeered by 


hahjahan and. used 
mb for one of hig 


Jn favour of tbe current belief that it was Shahjahan who built 
the Ту Mahal we concede only three pointa 
‘without wubstantial rvservati 


4. Weadmit that tharw re four sepulchral mounds in the central 
heme and he marble basement of the Taj which look like Muslim 
omy, and could vary well be those of Mumtaz, опо of the thouss 


nol 


‘of ожо» of Shahjahan, and of Shahjahan hin 

Mis, we shall now point out our. revervations. 
that many uch mounds are fake, Such mo 
lee found on the terrncen of hiv 


vef. After conceding 

I ls well. known 
vd» huve sometimes 
toric buildings where по ded 
ın is that по speeifie burial 
highly doubtful whether 
riod i» mentioned as between. 


Palanan het of Рибам 


2. Те other point in favour 


invariably individual interested nearing an ву ving by 

and humouring the cruel despots under whom they vd. Үш 
hans own court chronider Mulla Abdul Hamid labor 

unequivocally admits ut Arjumand Ranu Ведут alls Murlas og 

buried in Mansingh's palace, 

Viaving noted how lame even the scanty three pola that ould 
bo elvanced in favour of the traditional version of the Taj Mahal 
‘are, wo hall summarize tho weighty evidence that we have marshall 
їп the foregoing pagos, 

Wo havo cited five direct proofs to establish (М be aj la 
an ancient Hindu palace, These аге £ 

1. Shuhjahan's own court chronicler Mulls Abdul Fuld’ 
патоп, 

2. Mr. Nurul Hasan Siddiqui*s book, The City of Tij reer 
the same position, 

bad 

3. Tavernier's testimony too establishes that a Joy palio 
been obtained, and that А was a world tourist attraction even ba 
Mumtaz» burial, 


A. Emperor Stan's grat gui тымы ш 


Memoirs refer to the Taj Mahal 104 years: 
whose tomb the Taj is supposed lo be. 
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od 
T eee nim Taj Nahal mens a eroe palace or a resplendent 
wem (oats Age) a at tay 
3 reign was as full of turmoil and warfare as 
Da t motets pace, security ог inclination to launch on such 
ae nbus project as tbe Taj Mahal 

A. Sahjshan's lechery and profligacy ruled out any special 
wafer lo Mumtaz, whore mausoleum the Taj has been 
misrepresented to be. 

$. Эдип was cruel, hard-hearted and stingy; a» such be 
could never heve the artist's soft bent and a liberal patron's 
итий lo lavish wealth on а building to house a corpse. 

10. Mall. Abdul Hamid Labor, the court chronicler. mentions 
по architect, and estimates the cost of the work done to be only 
Rs. 40.00.000 which dearly shows that no new building was erected 

11, uhjahan, whore reign was supposed to be а golden period 
of story, мә not le even a scrap of authentic 
onstruction of the Taj Mahal. There are no authentic orders 
eumminiing the Taj, no correspondence for the purchase or 
жойо of the so-called эйе, no design drawings, по bills or 
repis and no expense account sheets. Some of those usually 
Produced or referred to have already been proved to be forgeries. 

12 Had Shahjahan really been the conceiver of the Taj Mahal, 
Te төй not have specially instructed Mulla Abdul Hamid Labori 
n 10 forge mentioning or describing iis "construction" in the 
Official chronicles, because the grandeur and majesty of the Taj 


A the finest achievement. of a ruling monarch could never be lost 
‘oh of by а рий! court chronicler. 


13, That Shahjshan could not even in bis wildest dreams conceive 


Mrdertáking such а gorgeous project is apparent from the fact that 


ven the Muslim accounts tell us that be m: 
cae. reium inde the workers toil 


‘Balance Sheet of Bvidence t 
во even tbe sdditions and alterations required in 
Sale ta the semblance of a Muslim Lomb were тыш KY eim 
ures to tol for a marë sspe СА lad ШШ 
Jevies on subservient chieftains by imposing. 
14. If a stupendous monument like the Taj Mahal were 
wait forthe burial d s cnni, E AAA NA 
date and it would not go unrecorded, But nok опу ia tbe Бай. 
ate not mentioned but even the approximate period during which 
AArjumand Banu Begum may have been buried ín the Tuj Mabul 
varies from six months to nine years of ber death, 
15. Mumtaz was married to Shahjahan when the liter wan 
‘21 years old, Royal children in hia times use to be mari much 
before they entered their teens, This shows that Arjumand Banu 
was Shahjaban's umpteenth wife. There was thus no rasan why 
The should have been buried in a special monument, 
16. Having been a commoner by birth Arjumand Bana was 
not entitled to a special monument. 
17. History makes по special mention of any oit-of-iba wif 
romance between the two, unlike that of ahr 
attachment or romance {ну 
that the stary of their love la 
ала Nurjaban. This shows ie prr. 
seeking to justify tbe myth about the 
her body. 
ELI 
18. Shahjshan was no patron of ай. атр 
would not have had the bear to chap off the a a vit a 
are said to have toiled to “ells пим so oe 
art lover, especially one божо | eina 
not indulge in an опо of maiming $i ep n 
story is apparently true becouse + a meS Vea e 
tations on а palace usurped from It 
infuriated workmen broke out in revolt 


infatus Mumtaz. n ft jo 
Marais wo Ber 


э, The existence of the ann 
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“w 
marble palace sut which Is superfluous for a tomb. 

2. The plan alios with ancient Hindu architectural design and 
pedfiestions 


3. The entire Taj building consista of over 1000 rooms along 
lus corridors, in the two basements, on the upper floors and im 
Ts numerous towers, which clearly bears out the contention that 
й was meant to be а temple-palace. 

34. The many annexes, guard and guest rooms, 
that It is a temple-paloce. The pleasure pavilions in the Taj premises 
could never form part of а tomb but only of a palace 


25. The Taj complex houses а pair of Nakkar Khanas, i.e. 


drum houses. Drum houses are not only superfluous in a tomb 
but is а positive misfit because a departed soul needs pence and 
rest, On the other hand а drum house is а necessary concomittant. 


of a temple-palace because drum beats are used to berald royal 
arrivals end departures, summoning of the townsfolk for royal 
‘announcements and proclamations and announce divine worship time. 


25. The Taj building complex also contains a cowpen which 
used to be part of all Hindu royal and temple premises. 


Z, The Sanskrit words "Kalas" and "'pranchi"" (fenced off 
‘open spaces around the dome and other structures) would never 
have been in the Taj premises had it originated as а Muslim tomb. 

28. The decorative patterns and motifs throughout the Taj Mahal 
"re not only entirely of Indian flora but also of sacred Hindu emblems 
Mke the lotus, which infidel characteristics, according to Islamic 
lief, would never allow any peace to the soul of the Muslim 
Indy, И any, lying buried beneath. 


2B. Tbe galleries, arches, supporting brackets and cupolas are 
чу in the Hindu style such аз can been seen all over Rajasthan. 


39. 1да every otber suspicious aspect of the Т), йз period 
‘of comatruction is variously stated to be 10, 12, 13, 17 or 22 years, 
‘hich арип proves that (he traditional story 8 в conction 


Ml. Even Tavernior's testimony that be saw the commencement. 


fund the and of this work, while 
2 weakening the traditional case, 


тышы» Sheet of Evidencn 


20. The reporta that Shabjahan емей 
and Maharajaa and thet the so-called (tap ОЧА Мн 
2 ering) work 
а over 10, 12, 18, 17 or even 2 yeaa areal ve й 
We fully accept them. They fit in with our exe era Mie 
was оо shrewd and Багі еде о spend arii ox om 
tressury, and would lose no opportanity of niii СРУ 
фе local people, be made politcal capital even оц of tr d 
of bis own wife. While on the one hand he ecm te ae 
and Maharaja to pay for the alterations tothe temple- pile ge 
ty one of their own КИ and kin, so that it may be эшен 
into а tomb, be made the labourers and artisans шй on a magre 
ration. That is why the transformation work dragged ont andy 
ресе over a long period. 

23. The designers are variously mentioned by Wester stars 
to be Europeans, and are claimed by Muslima to be Muslin, wile 
the Imperial Library Manuscript contains Hindu names. What rear 
proof is needed of the utter falsity of the traditional Taj rj 

34. The Taj Mahal bad a grand garden. A graven тен. 
boasts of luscious fruit and fragrant flower tree, since ib Mer 
of enjoying the fruit and flowers of a graveyard orchard is merling; 
"Tbe garden could therefore, only have been the ij do a ple 

35. The trees, moreover, were those bearing Sanaa name, 
and select sacred planta at that, Nike Ketaki, dil, Jul, Champa, 
Mavlashree, Harsbringar and Bel. 

36, Toe designer of the Taj is unknown. к? 

37. Far from causing bim any expentre, tbe T rome 
to be a veritable gold mine for Satan, Wie Аав Si 
was buried in а stripped, cold, sont Vane pem gy 
was robbed of all its costly trappings: whic 
Stahjahan's treasury 

38, Te Tej Plone in 
and Khawaspura which are Rajps = 
in Sanskrit signifies в busy locally and nat MAORA 
a is sometimes claimed. e 

29. Too Taj Mahal entrance faces south : 
building it should have faced west- 
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40, ив decorative and marble work tallies exactly with the 


je the Amor (1 
41, The Taj temple palace has various other annexes outside 

Il outer periphersl ralstone wall, meant for courtiers and palace 
42. Aktur on М» early visits to Agra used to stay in Khawaspury 

Idsinghpure, which dearly shows that he stayed in the Taj. 


lor to Shahjahan's court, tells 


E. Bernie, another foreign vis 
ма Wat the nether chambers had а rare mag and n 
nen Muslin was slowed entry to them, That shows the hush-hush 
eno maintained about thom 


M. Ben the tarm Taj Mahal doesn’t figure in any Mogul court 
cá 

A. An feb vitor, Peter Mundy who was in India only 
for stout * yor after Mumtaz"s death mentions the Taj Mahal 


Of the most spectacular buildings 


merible such points could be brought up in favour of our 
fontantan but we believe we have said encough to drive the point 
hame io the render 


Shubjahan's aacriloge ofthe Hindu Taj temple-palace by misusing 

sewn lene graveyard ought to be rectified by removing Arjumand 
ley remains, if they relly are in the Taj Mabal, to ber original 
fem, ЖШ existing in Burhanpur. Likewise, Sbahjahan's remains 
АЧА Mino be interred in or near his wife's grave, since all versions 
dim tht be was deeply attached to ber, To do academic justice, 


DA Tal Mahal should then be cleared of the cenotaphs and re-conse 
met м а Shiva итре 


CHAPTER xxvm 


lODOLOGY THAT LED 
TO THE DISCOVERY 


DURING OUR discussions with eminent historians we ofan found 
them side-trveking the [sme of the soundness of our Mana 
discoveries by questioning the validity of our meal, Тш 

iude of finding some fault or the other to avoid the uth i 
iustrated by the Aesop's Fables story in which a wolf heving made 
up bis mind to devour а lamb socused the latter or lattara ther 
of maligning the wolf. We, therefore, read tbe works of some lading 
lights of historical methodology who command tbe implich rect 
and allegiance of Leechers and professors of history all over the 
world 

Imagine the pleasant shock which we experience when we ound 
that the masters of the subject have emphasized the very principiis. 
which we have been instinctively following and stressing in our 
historic discoveries. Contrarily, the very teachers and professors 
and researchers of history who swear by those masters’ methods 
have Nouted almost every principle which the Istler stress as very. 
important. That explains why Indian history, as currently taught 
and presented, abounds in misconceptions galore af the mensions 
of serious errors. 

А few instances of these errors are ; 1- The тийди HOt 
Akar was great and noble, tbough hin del hatiy Haat e 
‘great grandfather? of the tyrannical Aurangaeb. 2. pani 
like Sher Shah and Ferozshah Tughlak vnb n ne! 
forts, palaces and townships and presiding Over 
hough tr regime mre ler чапта! urd 


1. Read thie author" bok ed НВО 909 Atar Me Or 


Tbe Taj Mahal Is A Temple р, 
» 
к ndis tht the so-called mediaeval Muslim tomby 


еец Hindu style are all pre-Muslim captured Hindy 


"Ааа «төз ae te enit ог» total neglect of some very 
bud methodology- The first requirement of 

i aa уре approsch, Prof. W. Н. Walsh 
= historian reeds а statement in one or the other 
wise ‘xd soures’ be does not automatically accept it. Hig 
lude to А, If be knows bis job, is always critical. Не has lo 
dai whether or not to believe." 

Ойной compare’ a Nistorian's procedure with that of a 
ашар» Prof, Walsh adds, ""The case of the historian is exactly 
Teri. He io must be prepared if necessary to doubt even his 
‘mast beets.” 

Warring the historian against guliblty, Prof. Walsh observes," 
"We can йезе Chat there is good evidence for the past without 
lMdiiog that any propositions about it are beyond question. 
Eme emus be established : They are 
eve simply рма 

Metodologints’ Langlois and Seignbos advise historians to 
oo with an a priori distrust. The historian, 
x by doubting. In Indian historical research 
Me tre at, onan, centrations and absurditios hae 

"dus, инен or have been glossed over. For 
perum ly н he Kutub Minar was buit ty 
cv рая ko Alauddin Khilji or by Ferorstah 
калы 

пт ©. S. Schiller, also affirms, **Doubt 
э шаш to research and so to discovery: 

{ruth fails to satisfy us." 

‘rst emphasis id on ‘dou 


Methodology That Led To The Dorey 

» 
and on the detective-type approach in 
of historical methodology, Indian histories are ыш ma 


mere panegyrics. Sir H. М, Eliot! E 
interested fraud" Dr. Такі омода tg Р вй 


pA 
irte ш ште, tay rige кшш 


his own name to an occupied bulding, and. 
стотине а I 
оу to bul t: and i ata he ba, iy We deta E 
soon afterwards, In the same gullible vein, Ahmedabad is crate! 
to Abmadshah, and Firozabad to Firorshah: 1f meh ls the bas 
of our historical conclusions, then Allahabad must be mila vo 
have been founded by Allah himself. 

‘The other essential for historical research is a legal арт. 
A magistrate taking down а confession by а suspect is enjoined. 
ty law’ to forewarn the suspect thst be [s not bound to make 
a confession, but if be chooses to make one, his statement would 
be used against him but not in his favour. Muslim chronicles are 
such interested statements and must, if at all, be uxd to confront 
the parties in whose favour they make chuuvinlstie cuim, but 
never in their favour. 

When we argue aginst placing any faith in tbe sexta of 
a Sams -i- Sbiraz Aff or Abul Рай, or when we asert that eveything 
that а Bernier, Tavernier or Monserrate may beer] 
never be sccepted as Gospel truth, we do not mean 
never be consulted or quoted. Such a view again will be mos дабай 
and would detract from judicial methods of inquiry, which we intend 


it" affair, Admissibility of evidence is never a package di DOT 
word has to be carefully — 
circumstances in which it may 

агым се шо. Sometimes after such ith woe 


1. Eli & Dowson, History, preface 
8. Indian Criminal Procedure Code- 
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- 

oration from other sources, 

atively seveptad for corrot 1 

ELI be vete outright, while others could be rejected 
то. 


or Sky in bis adres” о the Historical Assocation, London, 
ктай, underlined the principles of leyal approach, mentioned above, 
ROS the resemblance between the work of the historian and 
at of the lawyer. 

Another wellknown methodologist, Dr. б. J. Renier, also holds 
e mime view. He муз, "The law by Из fastidio 
{others of evidence deliberately exercises self-control and sacrifices 
agio and again йэ chances of reaching а conclusion, Law is justifiably 
more exacting and more critical in its handling of evidence than 
the historian who lives in a world of relativity. 


adherence 


Current Indian histories have shown scant respect for such 
Jaga! marshalling and sifting of evidence. For example, even though 
half-a-donen names are being bandied about as architects of the 
‘Taj Mahal, its period of construction varies from 10 to 22 years, 
йз cos [s speculated to be anywhere between Rs. 400,000 and 
Fa. 91,700,000 and the Twrikh-/-Taj Mahal document has been 
branded a forgery by Keene, to name only a few of the loopholes 
in the Shabjahan legend, nobody seema to smell a rat because the 
historical face lacks a legal “*nove,”* Such a poor case would be 
зт out of any law court at the very first hearing. But in 
‘our histories it is being paraded as the irrefutable truth. 

The third sid necessary for historical research is logic. Logic 
Á jury called the science of sciences because it deals with faultless 
тй which is а basic requirement for arriving at correct 
conclusions in any field. 

Tat us take а practical example. If a corpse bears a note that 
the deceased has committed suicide for which nobody should be 
Deni. but if slab wound ip discovered in the body's back, 
Doa. dies eoncusion would be that the death isthe result of murder 

Mhe nole is а planted forgery. In an extreme case it could 


В.Р. MD могу - Па Purpose and Method, i 
10. P. 10, ts, 


ш 
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even be that the безо had иша with 
to commit suicide but was murdered ao Nimi 
save the note would be genuine and yet it жо (шы Г ah 
the death вз a auc V а truly eed mann оны 
wound in the body's beck. Such logical and of the mah 
in refuting the writen word with conereta c 
has been sadly lacking in arriving a gus i edge 


conclusions. "Y of ош ишш 
pee Se 


or institution dealing in history is loked upon both by th му 
public and by himself as an historian, Prof, Wish са 

Historians often lack the insight required for an adequate 
reconstruction... and find themselves driven ta recite slt te 
without being able to fit them in a coberent picture. The prise 
of imaginative reliving is central in historica) thinking. Сотой? 
reports a statement by Bradley that the historian'a clarion la 
something be brings with him to the study of the ince, and 
this something is simply himself." 

А fifth postulate of historical research is that thy 
researcher -historian must not suffer from a false sense of уйбу 
o traditionally handed -down notion. In other words, raha 
should be something of а ‘rebel’ and not я trade-anionist, One 
afraid to raise the standard of а сопа cn ne be кле 
researcher in any field, let alone history. Dr Renier revs 
researcher that ‘no blind surrender to bis predecessor ia demanded 
from the historian.’ Prof. Walsh alo enjoins on tba (rot шша 
to freely use general knowledge of every ‘kind, trivial and technical, 
in checking up facts or concepts handed down 
the tendency has been just the contrary, тате). 
toe the traditional line, and every йет 
dogmas is branded as rank heresy and quackery. $ P 

We wonder what polio. commun, hune 


_ mie ia 


TI. P, 22, Practising Historiam id, A 
12. P. 160, History - lis Purpose and Mette 
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servitudinal maludy afflicts the teacher or professor of history so 
fe to permanently ng him against raising any hue and cry about 
the innumerable absurdities that masquerade in Indian and wor 
history as sanctimonious and profound truths ? 

WI be not be ever able to break free from the shackles of 
false academic loyalties! Must he spend his life in the ignominy 
of repeating the self-same falsehoods even after we have exposed 
(е fraud in them! 


EVERAL READERS of this book no doubt realising 
(ье Shabjahan legen of te Taj Mahal la nok afler at pal 
as had been presumed might still entertain some doubts aa 1 visualise 
from the letters they write to me or questions the ask me й 
public meetings 1 address on my historical finding, 

Those doubts persisting despite my elaborate demolition of the 
‘Shahjahan legend graphically illustrate the damage that a le reped 
‘over centuries can do to the rationality of men all over the world. 
It is, therefore, that Т propose to answer those question in thie 
chapter. 

Question : While you have pointed out a number of diana 

in tbe traditional Shahjahan legend how is А. you bave 
not adduced amy positive evidence that the Taj Mihal 
‘was built by Hindu rulers in pre-Muslim times? 

"The several presumptions in the above question are nat comt 
Firstly в number of positive proota have lem atu d 
preceding chapters. For instance Shabjahan's own dn 
The Redchebnama, has been cited to sbo tak what was Hs 


Jaisingh for Mumtar's burial. 
say that the ‘*Tas-i-Macan’’, i. 


proof is that of the Sanskrit 
Mahal could be an earlier temple 
consists 


m ‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple p 


The Ninh positive proof is of Aurangzeb's letter. The other 
presumption that “negative’ proofs are not enough is not correct, 
Tn law-courts murderers and cheats are being convicted ew 
all over the world on the basis of so-called ‘neyative’ evidence 
Hardly is anybody caught actually murdering or cheating. Criminals 
fare detected and convicted days or years after the crime when 
some tell-tale details are discovered later. Take the case of a man 
in tatters trying to sell off a costly diamond. The very incongruity 

оГ such a situstion is enough for any citizen to detain the pedlar 

о! the diamond and charge him for fraud or theft. Because in such 

з cave cither his beggarly dress must be a disguise, or the so-called 

diamond may be а fake or his ownership of the diamond must 

not be legal. In such an instance one does not desist from detaining 
the suspect merely because one bas not seen him steal the diamond. 

‘So what lay-men mistake to be "negative" are in fact very positive 

proofs of the kind that are accepted in all day-to-day affairs. Another 

point to be noted is that when the claim of Shahjahan to the Taj 

Mahal is disproved, that building, situated as it is in Hindusthan, 

‘automatically becomes Hindu property 


Question : Why haven't you given a precise Hindu history of the 
Taj Mahal? 


estion : Since Sbabjshan wanted to 

+ fes Lomb why diê be not pales a He 
and other Hindu motifs? "ds 

‘Shahjshan himself never intended to; 
туд a а or comin ce eae ДӘ 
sdmits having commandeered it from Jaisingh Моге еди if 
Shabjahan bad desired to misrepresent the buding as his own rati 
that was an impossible task because Shabjahan's соп 
themselves had participated in taking possesion of the Ty Matul 
from Jaisingh and erecting Mumtaz's grave inside it, Shaaban 
may have wanted to pull-out the Hindu trident pinnacle of the 
тај out of fanatic Muslim hatred for Hindu motifs but had be 
done that, the dome would have had a gaping bole which wld 
have resulted in flooding the building when it rained. Shubjilum. 
‘and his courtiers were too shrewd to allow thi fanaticiam to run 
away with their discretion. The Muslims of those times did not 
have the knowhow to repair the crack or hole left by tbe 
shaft had it been pulled out. The trident abaft towers over 
ft. high above the centre of the dome, To stand erect to mich 
eight quite a length of the pinnacle shaft must be embeded бер 
into the dome. lt was therefore imposible to pull ouk from 
its root without doing damage to the dome. 


Question : Is not the pinnacle shaft a Moslim cresent F 


circle except for a Ийе gap at ite 
distinguishing trait is that а Muslim 

a central shaft jutting out from lí eee f 
the ты Mahal dome и а Hin ЫДЫ 
bisecting a horizontal curved metal piece) 

of а semicircle. A full-scale reps oft n 
in the red-stone courtyard to tbe east 


closely study it to get a real ides of 
dome looks like. There one may clearly 


P Tbe Taj Mahal Ie A Temple Pala 


in a эстей Hindu kalash (pot) with two leaf-patterns bending 

ou! on either side and supporting tbe holy Hindu coconut at the 

lop. Hinda and Buddhist temples in the Himalayan foothills have 

identical pinnacles 

Question : 1 not the pinnacle shaft on the dome a lightning -conductor 
bolsiad by the then British administration ? 

‘This is one of the many popular misconceptions. The trident 
pinnacle fixed over the dome by the ancient Hindus may be a good 
Tighining conductor for all we know, but it has not been put there 
by the British. 

Question : Are not the words Allo Akbar (God is Great) inscribed 
їп Persian over the pinnacle? 

So what ! Shahjihan had Persian lettering scrawled all over 
the Taj Mahal and its ancillary buildings after misappropriating that 
estate. If therefore some Persian lettering is inscribed also on the 
pinnacle it does not prove that Shabjaban built the Taj Mahal. On 
the other hand that over-writing only proves that Shahjahan was 
* usurper of the building because those words Allabo-Akbar do 
not occur on the full-scale replica inlaid in the red-stone courtyard. 
Had Shehjahan been the builder of the Taj the words appearing 
ов the metal pinnacle on the dome should have appeared even on 
be replica in the courtyard. In fact it was the Britisher Cunningham 
wba stancild it. 


‘Question : Who started the myth that Shahjahan built the Taj? 
The myth was floated by some latter-day Muslim chauvinists 
And court-Niaiterers who felt it degrading to admit that Shahjahan 
‘had buried his wife in a secondhand commandeered Hindu mansion. 
Mese tats (baraer people came to believe the myth 
Moreover йз origin in a 

Sici dl extant пе Hindu bogs ee hed cis na 


buildings are littered with Muslim 


Some Ошко 3 
sisting bere daim he ing forene or 
‘ever baving to employ even зо much as 
‘mediseval Muslims displayed an m E 
disinclination of tbe Hindu to disturb even fake. 
‘Tia Muslim practice of planting fie Vot reap ma ana 
pen land or buildings continues ta our own day, m 
Question : Why are Western visitors with all their predilection for 
research and Teaming not convince about thw fay 
of the Shabjahan legend of the Taj ? 
It is wrong to believe that the average Westerner has a gre 
concern for academic truth or a greater attachment for knowledge 
and research than an average Indian. А Westerner is ва shallow 
‘and hypocritical as any other buman. As a third. person from a 
third country he hardly cares whether a building in India is attributed 
to one person or another. The Western visitor in only interwtai 
in getting a visual impression of the building. The Wester visitor 
is also easily carried sway by the sentimentalism sbout semal love, 
In this respect his mental calibre must be rated much below ibai 
of ап average Indian, А Westerner does not голе that man's 
sexual craving for a woman is a debilitating, incapacitating тше. 
infuses or inspires creative activity. А Vari 
гу also lacks the time and бише ш entar 
Бетта 
is prone to 
uico 


abal Is 
A The Taj Mihal Is A Temple p 
amd by quoting те in their books, artie 
et oe a ie 
Bs with me ме some reason of their own namely either they 
ets гєн or are soared to jettison tbe long-acceptd bei, 
Es afraid hut they would be victimised by their bosses, or 
ostracized, or have too deep religious or politica 
sentent to accept even а research finding which, they fee, 
ques o the crei of the Hindus, Some top brass of history in 
the universities and those manning the archeeology, archives and 
tourism departments of the Government of India are afraid that 
"iiti the hollowness of the Sbabjahan legend of the Taj would 
‘couse them considerable profesional loss of face and embarrassment, 
As wagesearers guided by worldly wisdom they prefer keeping 
‘lent and sponsoring oF teaching only the Government -stamped 
version, The average man prefers to yo about peacefully with his 
avocston and not get embroiled in any agitaton even for the truth 
He would with ax much unconcern tesch the new finding about 
Abe Taj Mahal if and when that is served to him on the platter 
of Government acceptance. 


А very lange section of Muslims ia generally prone to avoid 
Mel пет vere truth about the Taj Mahal considering 
A ads t grat personal loss to their chauvinistic prestige. Some 
TF lo the extent of resisting and suppressing this 
Pa mige tnd эйгешї to me letters of weird threats and vile 


tet who feet 
She papers a they may have 
рез ey may ave wren ВУ пау have published, 


rifestions - 


yey have boon backing and propagating а basen: 

Bach are the various motives arising from а 
CORTET 
ing wth history abut Uhdr eee, eara nd minis жыш t 
дек finding about the Та] Mahal 

sion : Why did rulers e Shiva ot recapture the 
а were a Hide balding ы ЖОШ an eae 
тыз question is based on misconception, India мелей with 
magnificent buildings and massive forta, India had hunira of 
budinga аз beautiful аа the Taj Mahal- Many such are mentioned 
ty Muslim chroniclers themselves, Gaping with wonder, Muslim 
chroniclers, for instance, have noted that (bere were in Vid 
fod Mathura magnificent and towering mansions ampla which 
ould not be recreated even if five thousand labourers worked for 
200 years. It is therefore wrong to think thatthe Та) Mahal wur 
the only magnificent building in India on which all Indians shoul 
have concentrated to prevent it from falling into the hands of an 
islamic invaders. When the whole of India fom Aleck inthe far 
north to Arcot im the far south bad passed ito Muslim bandi 
ith all йз mansions, temples and fort, it does not sand О rmson 
to demand why tbe Taj Mahal alone could not be sew And the 
implied inference that since no Hindu seems to huve been uum. 
of the Taj Mahal, it must not have been a Hindu building la wrong. 
tact waging а war to fee 
of alien invaders, In doing 


bulding and territory from 
rules like Shivaji had not developed enough miren de 
Mogul as is apparent from Mogul rule continuing Y 
Questio 1r te Tj Maa was known as Mags Maal e 


Jaipur court papers should offer 
Of course they should. But unfortunately 


to study the documents. The reason vas 
тога intimate domestic dealings wit te i 
Considered most despicable and unworthy 


‘The Taj Mahal 1s A Temple 
= Mn 
jc illustration of bow such records have 
sey. Ave atl yi obliteration of even the m 
Mr cana who were forcibly carried away to the 
Май Балте. At a time, therefore, when both Jaipur territory 
ЖЫ dupar s royal women were being systematically abducted and 
щей ly the an Muslim invaders it will need all the ingenuity 
T an astute researcher can muster to trail the rape of the Taj 
Мы through а maze of court papers which may have tried to 
iiy gloss over the seizure of this prized possession of the Jaipur 
Tayal house. 1 have met or heard of а few contemporary individuals 
o styling themselves to be historians claim to have skipped through 
‘some papers of the РЫМ Khana. They vaguely speak of having 
‘seen я document purporting to be a deed by which an open plot 
‘of land in Agra was sold by Jaisingh to Shahjahan for building 
tbe Taj Mahal on. One such person 1 met was Dr. A. L. Srivastava, 
heed of the Department of History of the Agra University for a 
number of yers. When asked what was the purchase price mentioned 
‘in the document be said there was none. One may well measure 
the professional calibre of such persons from the pathetic faith 
they pot ipso facto in such a shady document. Talking of a purchase 
‘document which contains no purchase price is like talking of Hamlet 
‘who wm not the prince of Denmark. Such people wearing 
Ango-Muslim blinkers are incapacitated from carrying out any 
тешїї research in matters which require careful James Bond 
‘yp tracking. These people lack both the legal training which can 
dna eq from the misleading and a lively rational, 
T. Al pepe aue, ck set to missing or misleading 
eia an ea о Jaisingh s transactions with the Moguls. 
eee, ver te years 1028 and 162 A. D., soul 
Эши end ta tbe npe ut be Ты ын to find some clue at tbe 
tod e Dei qae QU Taj Mahal. The ex-Mabaraja of Jaipur 
inte informed Rajasthan State Archives at Bikaner have 


eit tiat the Ты Мыш ы 00 Purchase document. I is also 
ul cre \ them through тшмш bY the Jaipur royal bouse 


Clarificaiona. 
Some Е, 
Jy. That Museum should be compel 
T a documents ы] 
ston : If the To Mahal in а magnifi 
= ish thee la no mantion of egi E 
Historians and the lay public lulled into the baie that the Taj 
Mahal was built by Shahjahan bad become mentally 
to detect any reference to it earlier, Hereafter if tbey re-red (uir 
source-books with eyes wide open they may detect в number of 
references to the Taj Mahal, In this book lae it kan ban shawn. 
that the Mogul emperor Babur, the төй ттш grandither ot 
‘Shabsjahan, does mention the Taj Mahal and in fad. Babur diad 
in the Taj Mahal, Babur^s daughter Gulbadan Begum is lio shown 
to have alluded to the Tuj Mahal, Tamerlain was also masini 
by the Ta} Mahal. A similar intelligent revision ofall prevodi recon 
and chronicles could reveal many more references, Молон wiih. 
names of roads and localities geting changed with every ter rie 
it becomes difficult to identify what we call the Ti Mahal la aur 
own day with what it may have been called їп different eraa; Ano 
city there are many төше! 


of Muslim invasions and massacres & 
changes hands and is used аз а temple once 
ог vice versa, one loses track of tbe 


Question = 


forts, temples, mansions, 
Kashmir to Cape Comorin in 
and conquest from Mohammad. 
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cuter door of the building indefinitely in the 
itt at some remota date he or some of his descendants would 

‘be restored to the ownership of the building ! Do not epidemics, 
| rots, earthquakes and exigencies of service change the 

tire pattern of life, and displace people from their original 

furroundings even in one's own life time ! Do not families get 
extinct? Do not families ramity into several branches without anybody 
remembering even the name of the common ancestor in tbe direct 
line of genealogical ascent? And in such vicissitudes spresd over 

a thousand years was it possible for anybody to retain original 

documents ? Would they not get lost, stolen, burnt, eaten up by 

rodents or termites or get destroyed by water ? 

‘Question : Do you mean to say that the present Taj Mahal was 
ult by Shahjahan after demolishing an earlier Hindu 
building? 

No. The whole point of this book is to convince the reader 
‘the Taj Mahal as it stands today, as each one of us sees 
it today, is the very buiding that Shahjahan commandeered. If 

‘at all be did anything to it 1 will say be disfigured and despoiled 

‘it but be did not add anything to its beauty or its size. The original 

Hindu Taj Mahal was much more beautiful. ta pearly-white walls 

‘now look scarred with blue worm-like lettering. The original Hindu 

‘emple-palace complex had many more pavilions and ancillary 

buildings as is apparent. from tbe ruins all around. The Тај Mahal 

‘we see today ia а truncated and disfigured monument. Several of 

йз stores from the marble plinth to the basement below the Yamuna 

ripe ua c, devi, nected and sede The lovely painted 
designs adorned the walls of lerground 

Seuss by the alen vandal, Н pem 


Question : Does it make any difference whether one views tbe Taj 


Mahal эз а Muslim tomb or as а Hindu temple- palace 
complex? 
I certainly makes а world of difference. 
». Firstly if is told 
e tess Musi tomb one pee into the room shcllering 
obvious ts the peas ling, А а day. This makes one 
q andeır that abounds in the Taj building complex. 


and fed of 

corridors, lale, portico, asian. sie ЕБ 
galleries, terraces, gateways, stables, outhouses and. Pepe 
visitors to the Taj Mabal should hereafter not only spare ey 
Xie to make в round ofthe Taj bulding comple fom o es 
side from end to end and from bottom to top but they should 
also make it a point to take a peripheral round of the premiss 
from the outside and inspect the many red stone mansions (hal 
Tie just outside the surrounding massive wall. 1f the publie decides 
to exercise this right of theirs, the Government would be compelled 
to throw open the closed, barred and concealed apartment of the 
multi-storeyed Taj Mabal to tbe public. There is no resson why 
а Government. charging an entrance fee should restrict publie entry 
only to tbe cenotaph chambers. So long as the Government and 
the public were duped into believing that the Taj Mahal la nothin 
but a graveyard, such restricted entry may have been alright but. 
hereafter both the Government and tbe public тшй wake up to 
their respective duties regarding the assessment of the TW 
temple-palace-complex. E 

Question : Even if a Hindu temple palace complex тише! 
y Shahjahan as а tomb why no lev t uti Wh 
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wth Ыбу Rl агі to эк why rake 
er "last i nothing les and nothing more than R^ 
TAA ra d e рє n la wisdom ever consider at 
per рабод subject А would huva 
UU feli. Snee то country In the world has done ay 
igi hatte publie wanta historical research to go оп 
a P aling trih where they е hidden under a pile of flee 
Moramo pure research sans йз immediate applicability ty a, 
important in the field of history as in physical sciences 
‘Question: Why did several generations of historians fai to discover 
the truth about the Taj Mahal which you have done? 

That was because they allowed their gullibùity to run away 
a ther research focis. They put implicit faith in traditional 
ts and мие! al) doubts. They remained content with slipahod 
тйк for glaring discrepancies in such vital details us the 
font c the Taj Mahal, йа period of construction, its designer, 
ck of ery cim in tho Taj inscriptions about Shahjahan ийди 
A, and the silence regarding the dates of Mumtaz's death and ber 
EN 


esiisa : What new evidence could you possibly adduce when so 
many great names in history had preceded you in research 
garding the Taj Mahal ? 


Some Garifiestions 


= 
‘even though she bas been tom-tommed 

a stony Та} Mahal. My tak in fact куйы note brian of 
evidence, arranging it, analysing it and arguing om A бө 
the readers themselves ва judges whether tia У оне, ing 
‘warrants the conclusion that Shahjahan 


TTavernier’s noting about the Ts} Mall Мы tase pisc 
quoted and completely misundertood all thee кылк 
Badshahnama admission had ether been suppressed or for 
An elderly scholar who had read the Badshahnama vee or thee 
frankly and voluntarily confessed to me that he had al ong fll 
to notice that on page 408 of Vol, T, Shahjahan's own Belstuhnana. 
(court chronicle) admita the Taj Mahal to be а commander Hindu 
building. Unfortunately 1 met many Muslima claiming o behisarana. 
who when confronted with that passage triod to foit some bizare 
interpretation on it. That Mlustrates how some elements n India 
whose academic eyes have а communal squint look upon history 
mot as а sacred record of tbe truth about past happenings bul 
аз a crooked implement to twist fact to sul tbe zm уңа, 
inclinations and predilections. T met a lange body constituting the 
top brass of history, at the Mysore session of the Indian Hilary 
Congress (in December 1966) to whom 1 distributed а four-line 
printed extract from the Badshahnama admitting hit the Ta) wat 
а Hindu mansion. Their reaction was surprising and saddening, 
‘They just blinked without saying even a word in appreciation or 
by way of rejection. To me it appeared they hal an 
sported big reputations at 
deg б 


P- 
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he historical truth was no consideration. What. 
sangha маз only their ego, humdrum, mundane 
convenience, filthy lucre and bollow prestige. 

Question : Though the Bedshahnams sdmits that а Hindu mansion 
was commandeered for Mumtaz's burial do not а couple 
of lines towards the end refer to the summoning of 
quometricians and laying the foundations of a building? 

Separating the truth subtly adulterated with a lot of falsehood 
asta the mettle of the real researcher. In the Badshahnama passage 
it may be noted that the entire narration about commandeering 
a building and burial of Mumtaz in it bas been disposed off in 
balf-a-doen lines. This is one significant point which should impress 
upon the true researcher that the much vaunted construction of 
* fabulous Taj Mahal is а myth. The other point to be noted is 
that the passage first refers to the burial and then talks about 
summoning not masons but geometricians. They were needed to 
design different sizes of Roranic lettering on the walls of the usurped 
"Hindu mansion at different heights. Geometricians were also needed 
Хо dig a central trench in the octagonal chamber on the ground 
floor and s similar burial trench in the room in the basement 
‘Another point to be noted is that а very lange number of mediaeval 
Muslim chroniclers make use of some pet phrases of which ‘aid 
the foundation" is one. Thereby they vaguely but shamelessly ascribe 
S usurped Hindu building to their own alien Muslim patrons. They 
lily avoid а direct assertion as а sop to their own conscience 
And аз an escape valve lest some of their own contemporaries point. 
out the fraud in claiming authorship of others’ buildings for their 
‘om patrons, Historians must know that contemporary Muslim 


ве Clarifications 


олма the foundution'" тәм e neum 

er. Moreover digging в trench to bury a 

өздшепйу justified as "digging the toate Ide 

Muslim patrons really built any tomib, moque, Tort, canal oe bridge 

would not the contemporary chronicler have appended hy 

ue print, account sheets or copies of court ordera and um 

documents ? Would he also not bave written а whole bk onthe 

onstruction of в fort or founding of a city insted of 

the project in half-n-dozen lines t aising 
шов : Don’t you believe that Shahjahan's love for 

aei 

Mahal ? 

This question calls for many answers. Tt is not a question of 
my belief or your belief. History must have evidence for every 
diim. The claim that Sbabjahan had an infatuation for Mura 
is itself phoney. From whatever history you may have resd you 
will recall that if history ever makes any mention of my Mogul 
having a special attachment for his wife it is only with regani. 
to Jahangir for Nurjahan. Those who claim that Shabjahan lad 
amy special out-of-the-world love for Mumtaz must point out 
repeated references to Shahjshan neglecting affairs of state and 
keeping closeted with Mumtaz. In that case history would have 
alluded to а guard posted outside the amour-chamber or в board 
bung declaring something ike ‘Emperor locked in the апте 
of the Empress,... Very busy... Sorry... Don't disturb. Sinot 
there is no such evidence nor is there any book of the love sto 


- that of Romeo and Juliet or Laila-Majou, 
of Shahjahan -Mumtaz like ا‎ 
incapacitating, 


craving for a woman only gosds one to : 
эде and murder. Iis sburd to talk of e l 
been born out of the love of Shahjahan 

aly two things born out of man-woman Jove s% 
‘ever а building. You may verify this from your eet 


om ‘The Taj Mahal la A Temple Pa 

with a queen's body once buried. 
could be that only а fake funeral procession with a sealed 

coffin (supposed to contain Mumtaz’s body) wa = 

to enter Agra to exert “deadly” regal, Mogul pressure U C 

capture md confiscate the Jaipur ruler's bejewelled royal 


Tejomahalaya temple-pelace complex in Agra on the specious pretext 
of Mumtaz’ re-burial there and turn the sacred royal Hindu 
‘Tejomahulaya temple-pelace complex into а bare, grim Islamic 


graveyard. 


м Tejomahalaya shrine 
posed to have been 


The ground-plan of the orthdox Vedic oc 
in Agra where Murntaz's exhumed body i 
interred ngain, Why this sacrilege ? 


RAN 


A Pictort Analysis 
= 


——— — 
бетт st йа plinh-corers on йи киш e E ТЫ. 
We. Two Мао rele bul (nd WERE E 
e re te mel dii tam e и RR 
de lo bo remm prim Re A 

moo ein potion tr meri 
Ty at oven ое wi I 
ay. Deven рта TS 
бшуше бирн CA 


In the redstone forecourt of A 
on the garden) visitors are remove Б A bet 
climbing up the marble platform иге = эт npe. 


the tradition from the time that А 


Had the edie originated as an Mamie Og Quum 
have been allowed inside, Shoes гө OT IU gy. die tet 


burial grounds. Note tbe 


TAPER! 


TUNER! 
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A Pictorial Analysis. 


is is the main central marte ein (a 
the eat sanctorum of Lord Shiva’ ‘world айаш), 
signifies the emblem radiating divine light 
structure with four or five stories in marble and tna ran, 

in red-stone which can be observed from the rear river bant, Т 
garden level is two stories above the river levd Ty rach there 
Stream one hes to go out of the рейди wall Wy ty eem 
gate and шт left in the northern direction along a pai Maen 
standing on the sandy river bank one wem lip 


Thin в à eve sai 


nm 
A meticulous count will reveal 33 arches п! 


on 
seen infront in between the two lowe 


Since the marti ptor и а 2T A 
arches. Consequently tbe marble 


4 


E. 
m 

ess тын le ground for. Above Ikon silber side of 
КОШ ns ne 


Ae ty en which constitute two more stories in marble 


am Oe 
Pee an i be eae atthe base of the me with four 
ы tor comers. This terrace may be counted 
us l| enclosed. 


Sie Ah for in marble. Or the nearly EIR. -high 
ye tame may Ъ regarded аз the fourth storey 
ds be from the rear of the dome. 

The жос дэле which one sees when stan 


ntrance 


near Mumtar's 


=й кш Is endowed by tbe dome outside seen in the above 
posta. Therefore most of the space inside that cuter marble dome 
de tdem up by the inner dome leeving only a footstep: wide narrow 
тэй sundwiched between the inner dome and the outer dome, 


dong wich one may perumbulate the inner dome 

‘Shee there ere two solid domes one inside another with a lot 
of apo separating ther tope the story thot a solitary tear which 
адаса ghost бед from the top of thia outer dome on every 
f-m tight и the stroke of midnight drips on Mumtaz’ s cenotaph 
ows Ъз», is а beer erotic, romantic nonsensical canard floated 


Jer pers rumour -mongers intended to benumb the logical faculties 
f жашмеш visitor 


A Pictorial Analysis 


Mumtaz ‘near’ tbe Tas-i-makan which foreigners used to visit, 
30 that the world may admire."* Tavernier'a deduction is mistikan, 
Tt was Shahjahan's lust for wealth which made him use Mumtaz 
death as an excuse to grab, rob and dewerste the Hindi 
Vemple-palace. 

‘This western gateway has assumed importance in modem Umes 
because the main bus depot and railway station of Use popula 
bustling Agra city lies in that direction. In oldan days it wns tbe 
elevated gateway at the left (not sem inthe picture) which as 
бо be the main entrance of the Tegan) allas Teal torn 
А narrow street of that township runs straight 


of the people of Ње Tejgan] township as 
defensive wal which encloses both thst Шы 
Tejomahalays shrine. That common defit rera 
township and the Hindu shrine, in yet ancübr ободо ГТ 
Taj Mahal Tid not rina э а туш МӘР Fe ey 
been buit as a royal Muslim cemetery t WOMAN шыдар 
detached from tbe Hindu township. Moreover 


The Ta) Mahal Is A Temple P 


жей and labour on the corpse of а woman “member of а teeming 
Tarem where deaths are в common, frequent occurrence 


This ia the easter entrance to the Tejomahalaya parking forecourt 
where in ancient. times royal Hindu elephants used to sway. The 
Шамей ину runs right through (һе caster 


204 western gateways past 
em gateways past the shopping arcades alongside the lofty 


‘arance to the Tajmahal garden. The rectangular majestic parking 


foevcourt with stately red-stone gateways in the four cardinal 


directions deserve wo 

йк» deserve world admiration for its perfect ancient. Vedic 

as rarcbitecural town and landscape planning. Passing out through 

Win e qr way if one tury left to proceed to tho river bank 
Y * wradient one sees а tall opening into а quadrangle being 


ull used 
99 a cowshed of that Lem 
ME ge Deas ak ample since ancient times. № ls 


‘The den 7 
пано rage ny Vending out into tbe main street of the 
МӘ омар, Shopping arcades, — such 


torial Analysis 
A Pictoris r 


as ibose seen to the right and left of the gateway run around 
the entire specious quadrangle with central gateways on al four 


sides 


devated, indicating their importance because 
township while the other (being multi- 
the garden of tbe boly-shrine. 

"The gate seen above bears the ancient bo 


name "біте Gla” 

wich тәбе тшше pronunciation fan ta b Se OS 
Seen above is the inner-side gale and tne Tanai ит 

If one goes out (ош the ие io м Tc 

immediately turns about to gaze at the FAT, 

the Tejganj side, one can see the de bo 

niche because the idol of Lord Ganesh 
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there ө per Vedic custom, has been uprooted and destroyed after finni 
Stabjahan took hold of the premises. 


т 


у sentinel шаре, This 


The Tejomahalaya shopping si tena, Tia eg 
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„ divine sentinel shrine in the 

"eer of tbe shopping arcade flanking the 
as since Shahjaban's time been desecrated and 
Bogum's shrine. That is mere hearsay since 


‘another intriguing detail is that Sarhandi Ве 


Subjinan's royal wives) has а conotaph identical in build and 
anie io that of Satunnisa Khanam, a mere maid. Such 
Tomparstive incongruities abounding in the Shahjahs 

карей the attention of modern scholars which 
of their research faculties. They are all prone to admit traditional 
hauvinistie Muslim canards st their face value without making 
the least effort to cross-check and cross-question the details. 


‘The lofty mult-storied entrance gate where visitors buy entry 
tickets, The Goverment archaeology depart 
behind the booking window. The officer in charge has the keys 


to the locked seven-storied complex. Visitors paying the 
governmental levy to enter the Taj Mahal premises do not get their 
money's worth because they are allowed entry only to an infinitesimal 


portion of the sprawling complex. 


A Pictorial Analysis 
m 
On top of the lofty gateway is a row 
of denn 
kalashas (pitchers) representing 11 Rudra f ma 
Lord Shiva. = * 
The interior of the multi-storied vaulted entranoe.; 
first to the rectangular garden and then to Use wonder 
at the far end 


“le көйү 
marble ifs 


The temple-palace management staff 
floors on various assigned duties. the interior 


minutely observed turns oot to be эл йш and a 
three-in-one Ganesh images, two in ae 
with a frontal facing in the middle. 


ior 
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E 


On either flank of the marble edifice are two identical buildings, 
The one оп the left seen above the trues is the 
while the one on the right beyond the 
Before misappropriation by Shabjihan both these were reception 
Pavilions of the Tejo-Mahalaya Vedic temple palac 


so-called mosque, 
trees is the so-called jawab, 


A frontal View of the octagonal mardie Tejomahalys 
мерсе. The steps from the garden lead to the red stone 


Pavement where people are seen standing. The seven arches in 


ie central portion (above the red stone steps) enclose two sels 


Of airs to climb up to tbe marble platform one from the right 
204 the other from the le. 


dà oon sa one climbs up the steps on to the marble plinth 
я мер or two ahead is а lagish 


A Fictoria) Analysis 


indicates that the slab hides the sare 
"e Taal i 


ber thron sider 
‘side them to descend 


rooms inside the marble platform, Since 
building similar slabs st identical spots an thy 
may siso have staia hidden 


r^ 


- “ме A Pictorial Analysis “ 
EET aciei me mete ты мам мө d EE EE 


lle be small doorways seen in the arches on the right and left 
Of the main lofty arch. To reach them one has to 
sn fn he centre of the main lofty vaulted 4 then tum 
J or ri. But the doorways are kept unjustifiably locked by 
he Archaeological Survey of Indía denying 
inl seriou students to the 


ve doorway 


access to ordinary visitors 
upper stories 

Tho upper chambers have 
‘he foor and the walls by Sh 


been stripp 
'ahjahan, while 


d of all marble covering 
he ceiling is all darkened 
A Sh smoke of be firas lighted by Sbabjahun's Mogul жоор 
Spin there to uproot the silver doors, gold ra 
E807 pol d aver fixtures, 


ailing and other 


stone frames around the vertical өы 
to notice the patches of dissimilar 


кту eng 


wich da a dak na 


STERNER TS 
مدت‎ 
i 
T 


the rectangular horizontal ventðalor 
haphazardly melal ty рне of бом 


ты Ta} Mahal А Temple Pais eX. 
ч A Fictoria) Analysis. 

E = 

alos betrays similar patched coverups d 


The west archway above 


ih arch too has the same tle ta (aj; Soe the ei 
he 
in the rectangular ventilator above te ach and би tap 


rip. 


= 
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‘The Koranie cover-up patchwork on top of the trident tufted 


entrance arch 


Cobras lined up above a string of inlaid temple bells pattern 


form the upper border of the Taj Mahal. Both cobras and bells 
have mered associations (а Vedie spiritual lore. 


A magnified view of cobra pairs 


Portal лашу» L4 
pem D 
ise and out, at tbe knes-jevd with a butting depicting 
lel geneous three-in-one Ganesh caricaturas; two i profi on. 


‘The Taj м 


ahal Is A Temple Ры 


: veste ely observed to have been seq 


LENA ў.) ато, 


= 


‘The seven arches at the bottom of the next page enclose the 
stairs which lead to the top of the marble plinth symmetrically 
from the right and left. 

The Nandi (ford Shiva's bull) occupied the spot where the 
person clad in white robes is seen standing facing the entrance, 
‘tore it was uprooted at Shahjahan's orders. That spot was patched 
Ур Шит with inferior reddish slabs. 


Note the trident shaped designs in inlay Migree at the two 
upper comers of the entrance and the trident-shaped red lotus 
‘bud at the apex of the arch, 


ЕТ = 


oranie stones fixed vertically and horizontally along such 
ШИ orn al fur side vue iN О 
LÀ 


‘eh after digging out idols of Vedie deles and Samir 
cavities Ve 
extracts 


— M 
apegan 
gel 
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reveal patches of marble of different shapes and tints (2) the Koranie 
‘extracts are random, haphazard out-of-sequence and incomplete 
(3) On hot days with the visitor's feet burning on the marble 
plinth, a fierce sun beating down on the head and the eyes burning 
with intense sunlight radiated by the white marble sheen even а 
devout Muslim knowing Arabic won't have the heart or even the 
steody head or patience to crane and strain his eyes and neck 
alternately vertically and horizontally to make any head or tail of 
that message of Allah, 

Above the horizontal Koranic line is an inlaid row of temple 
bell designs. Above that is the row of cobras with hoods raised 
facing one another. 


‘These arches along the eastern side of the plinth are an indication 
of the row upon row of rooms (total 1089) that lie hidden inside 
Ње marble plinth. Closely scrutinize how the arches and the 
rectangular ventilators above have been sealed with marble slabs 
of different sizes and tints 


А Рала Analysis 


А close-up of the upper part of 

on ke shape Wei уы eu 
trait. The minarets served аз watch towers 

light towers at night. uring 
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ph and Mumtaz 


A ph (м right) in 


the «ху. Notice that the marble bas в 
Just plain, й» lower part too is» pl iow baa 
tam 4 as the heroine of the Taj Mahal show) while that 
‘of Shaaban has (тое decoration all over. That slip ix nn indication 
of the hurried burial drama cooked up to rob Raja Jaisingh of 


М» Редни temple- pal 


Atar one enters the lofty arch from the marble platform one 
steps into spacious hills which form » perambulatory passage all 
eund the centra! octagonal sanctum. That sanctum too has 
entrances on all four sides. But only the south entran 
the picture has been kept open since Shahjahan's time. 

Ай these outer and inner entrances had silver doors which are 
‘common to all renowned Hindu (Vedic) shrines. Those were uprooted 
пой ranged on the outer marble plinth before being spirited sway 
to Shahjahan's Mogul treasury. 

Eurupunn visitors to she shrine around 1631 A. D. noticing 
be uprooted costly fixtures such as silver doors ranged on the 
marble platform misunderstood them to have been ordered by 
‘Shahjahan to be usod in tbe building 


A таты Anab 


[^ 
tres of far йу under rta dd gt a б 
to til rats Lo uproot all the сону m "mf 
gold railing (around the Shing), мүш e Цер el 
offe in the marble lattices and Ше ee t 


ido ons 
бо the Shivlinga, and transport then io e e Led 


Contrarily the thousands of 


an, 
le Ge 
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I was this plünder- move which made unscrupulous, erg 
tui км gy Saban make use of Mum а interred body 
ddl ns mere pen in his crafty plot to instantaneously 
dla the Marie of Jaipur of Nis fabulous temple- pl, 
I i Май capital hy confronting him with a trumped-up, dire, 
беду, imperious, Islamic ultimatum 

Notice the framed decorative panels to the left and right of 
ie doorway, They depict embossed Om-ahaped Dhatura flowers 
And. conchshal-type foliage. The panel at the left has the sacred 


conchshall design depicted below. 


‘The right-side pane depicts а plank with flowers shaped йе 
he saed Vodic chant (Om) $$ 


A ietoral Analysis 


Neither Shahjahan nor Mumtaz could have been buried hey 
because this chamber is on the 4th floor above the river иь, 
Corpses are invariably buried in mother-earth and never on sane. 
floors. Consequently this so-called Mumtaz's cenotaph in i central 
octagonal chamber either covers tbe sacred Hindu (Vedie) Shivling 
itself or the sacred spot from which the Stivng was uprooted: 


white though tbe rest of the cenolapi 
Cenotaph alongside and the two cenolaphs on Бе YU. 
эге all decorated with profuse inlay work 

White marble base slab of Mumtaz's cenotaph in isn 
Даш le si of the faked bur in ara, Bye te Boer 
cenolaphs have two rel-stone stories benesih uen 

river level, Therefore even the DL e 
о be fakes, The basement Shivling aper to Ms Dia 
фу Mumtaz's fake cenotaph as in the upper mer Peu 

Why should there be two cenouaphs oach fr SN cy of 
Sto Ты mese а el ME 


УУДАН 
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A Temple Palace 


Sehjahan and Mumtaz must be fake. Why should there be even 
one pair of fake cenotaphs? And since one pair of cenotaphs is 
fake the crucial question is which is the fake one. The one in the 
lower or upper chamber ? Or does esch floor contain one fake and 
the genuine cenotaph alternating between Shabjahan and Mumtaz ? 


I is a pity that world scholars boasting of high academie 
reputations in history, architecture, archaeology, museology and 
forensic science have been so somnolent for the last 250 and odd 
years as to allow tbo preposterous Shahjahan-Mumtaz legend, stained 
With camal Jove, to pass muster in spite of being riddled with 
* myriad loopholes disclosed and discussed in the half-a-dozen 
‘ditions of this book during the last 28 years ? 


Visitors would do well to stand still near Mumtaz's cenotaph 
inside the marble lattice for a few moments uni the daze of 
the hot sun outside vanishes from their eyes. Then they may look 
up st the dark concave domed сеа centre from where hangs 
е chain which held the golden water pitcher dripping water on 
the Shiving below (now replaced by Mumtaz's cenotaph) 

Around tbe book (from which hangs the chain) is a sketch 
in concentric circles, In tbe smallest innermost circle are arrows 
ımbolizing the eight surface directions. Around itis another circle 
Of 16 serpenta looking down on the Shivling underneath. Around 
it ls в wider circle of 32 tridenta. Surrounding it is bigger 
rele depicting 64 lotus buds. Even this mathematical progression 
of milies of Bie. 8x 2-160 x 2 - 22 x 2 - 6f is of 
uoleri Vedic significance and has no relation with Islam. The 
Preponderating ° significance 59, о with Islam. The 


к Pictorial Analys 


= 
trottion may be judd from terma meh gp 

Ashtavadhani. Asbtaputra, Айыш, мыш re 
Малек and Setang namaskar, Ky elei рош 
conce circles depicting the ocal Ve roni КЫТ 
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‘The octagonal lattice around the cenotaph of Mumtaz (which 
has replaced or covered the sacred Shivling) has in its upper border 
a total of 108 pitchers, some rotund and striped (seen to the left) 
and some oblong like vases. The rotund striped pitcher із seen 


bathing the Shivaling undernesth with а stream of milk. The 
decorative flora on the vase and other parts of the Tojmahal alias 
Tejornahalayn is all native to India. Such decoration in the orange, 
Vedic colour behoves a Hindu temple or pulace but never a sombre 
Islamic sepulchre. 


1+ 
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—— И 

Ms di 
ot pitchers. Te lr marking sed бш AR. 
by solitary ples. Count iom ша e ls ты Ын 
with one pitcher. That lowed by a row et pe 
is a pilar surmounted by а solitary pitcher. The next 1а 
te pice. Ти awe i АЫ 
расмист оп ila two pilara ad tne prs hae А 
E жи al along tbe lite p, эйи wp i M MADU ИЙ 
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» 
BEES see 

halls th the floor and lower part of the walls paved with marble) 
ioe etre 


an's orders. 


Fight may be been to have been sealed at Shahjah. 


‘The octagonal lattice enclosure of the sacred Shivling used 
{0 be stuffed with precious stones, gems and jewels. The Shivling 
has been replaced by Mumtar's conotaph. Tbe chain hanging 
from the centre of the concave domed ceiling used to hold the 
йез plicher dripping water on the Shivling. A gem-studded 
494 тайор rated at Rs. 600,000/- in 1631 A. D. stood around 
‘the БУ. The ancient legendary Hindu peacock throne is abo 
surmised (0 have been in this Tejomabslaya temple-pelace. It 
was the lure of much fabulous wealth which impelled Shahjshan 
o busy occupy and rob the Tejo Mabalaya temple-palace 


A Pitortal Analysis 


m 
complex which Raja Jaisingh of Jaipur (259 
of the Moguls, owned (by su bi Im 


2 

Shahjahan was the first Mogul emperor н 

бо grab the throne, Consequently when Shahjahan cx ta 

ї 168 his treasury was empty. He was therefor onthe AN 
x death 


for ways and means to enrich his treaty. 
Mumtaz provided that opportunity in 81, 
"Telomahalays temple-pelsce complex 


of be 
On the pretest 
the most suitable ite 
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for Mumtaz's burial Shahjeban ordered his troops to occupy the 
premises, transport its wealth and costly fittings to the Mog 
гову and raise cenotaphs inside. That was filing thee Марш 
objectives in one move. The objectives were (1) Robbery (a) 
‘Woakaning the Rajput Maharaja through impoverishment (3) Defiing 
an Hindu centre of worship out of iconoclastic Islamic frenzy. 

Readers may take а close look at the marble patchwork frames 
around the Koranie extracts (below the top ventilator) indicating 
how the ancient Tejomahalsys temple-palace complex has bees 
extensively tampered with. 


A Pictorial Analysis 
A close-up of the gilded pinnacle rising 


» 


Sar 
aap d e dome, Ti pinnace o ne aa 


ce because of Uhe stack of pitchers which caste i 


оп Lord Shiva's forehead. Above it 
‘mango-leaves curving on either side 
top. Such а coconut-topped pitcher 
tradition, 


represents 


É PGA 


ion represents tb 

The curvy shaft seen in tho upper portion RE 
is an 

wih a окон! 


pini in Vete 


луда 


эз The Taj Mahal Ia A Temple Pala. 
An eet replica of the pinnacle is inlaid in bluish stone-chipy 
in tho redstone courtyard on the eastern side at the foot of the 
‘building, currently dubbed as Jawab. 
‘The replica is said to measure about 3Ift. and 6-3/4 inches 
giving one an ides of the exact height of the metal pinnacle on 


the dome. 


‘The floor replica of the pinnacle has no lettering on it. But 
the uppermost oblong-pitcher on the pinnacle-shaft if minutely 
observed reveals some Islamic lettering embossed on it 


‘The first British archaeological chief in India was Sir Alexander 
Cunningham (whose declared aim was to use archaeology as a tool 
o convert all Indians to Christianity and perpetuate British rule 
over India) He had retired from the army engineering corps. It 
la surmised that be sent some British soldiers to the top over 
a scaffolding, equipped with a flame-thrower-stove to soften the 
curvy pitcher surface with red-heat and press a stencil into it to 
imprint the Islamic slogan Alla-ho-akabar. But it is said that the 
persons who carried out that metallic forgery have also stealthily 
stenciled their own names "Taylor etc. underneath or on tbe other 
side of the bulging pitcher. I could never make it to the top of 
фе dome (from lack of adequate facilities to climb that high) 
Yet 1 suggest that researchers and bureaucrats who value the truth 
and are resourceful enough to muster the necessary climbing facilities 
investigate the suspected fraud and forgery mentioned above. 


A Pictorial Analysis. 


» 
The full-scale replica of the pinnad 

blue chips in the red-stone courtyard on the met il a 

foot of tbe so-called seven-storied Jawab [uro pedis 

topped with a coconut. displayed | + The e 

у nificance in the easter pavement has a 


_ 


Anal 
= ‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palace A Pictorel Analysis, P: 
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Mtis ls a corner of the terrace from which the large white Ces, дао rer Mer scd ти 
dome rises in the background. Only the lower portion of the large pede cn ийе ыг тайы 
dome girdled with tbe Hindu lotus petal design is seen. ‘with Lord Shiva, obras too are ашы 
The red stone flight of steps on the ter 

white (closed) door to enter tha. hallow dome arnt. ot 


observed (beyond the cupola and the ga E 
right-hand-side, As one enters that doorway one bas to traverse 
13 feet distance before reaching the lofty hall inside, That proves 
that the dome is made up of 13 ft.-thiek masonry. Therefore the 
story that tbe angry hammer stroke of а disgruntled mason mate 
such an accurate tiny hole as to allow just one drop of a dad 
Shahjahan's tear to ooze on Mumtaz's cenotaph only on moonlit 
nights is a typical specimen of the fraudulent detail that make 
up the concocted Shahjahan-Mumtaz legend of the Т] Mahal.. 


The ту им 


^ тетріе Palace 
mo 


Note the upper part of the marble frame of the arch. The 
ln aide marl is Liner than йз counterpart on the right. Also 
tad teer the niches on the right and left. The Vedic idol 


In thom were chiselled away and niches were patched up 


A Pictorial Analysis 

m 
with broken bits of marble. Renders ure. 

f the niches and door frames with a maps stan аа 
ose attention to realize the colossal Talam deret em aa 
элд manibandling of tbe entire Te e re 
жаз terre ihe redit WEE ml Mus et. 
"The right flank oblong stone a a Madii pal aa 


Observe the two arched niches. ‘The arches 
semi-circular folds are а Hindu architectural speciality. T кууй, 
term “‘Indo-Islamic architecture’ was forged by baffled Weten 
scholars who mistook captured and manhandled Hindu 

to be Muslim. For instance readers may closely observe the born 


З 


4 ‘The Taj Mabal Ia A Temple Palace 
alb line below tho arches of the two niches. They betray patchwork 
dang. Also notice the horizontal narrow marble strip at the 
top of the picture consisting of pieces of marble of different nta 
and sizes crudely patched up. 


i is the loft side of the west arch. Notice the broken design 
patch atthe left and the cracked niche panel at right. The left-hand 
Jower frame bas an imperfect diagonal black line running down 
the middle which shows thot a random slab bas been haphazardly 
used to cover up some Hindu details. 


A Pictorlal Analysis 


A riverside rear view. The octagon 
part of e seven voro ый ing which na ы a 
as а mosque from 1631 А. и ater 
i part o the cti Job, Come ETSI 
stone wall. In that wall is а clear ойма З D T 
lower portion is the plinth. The upper poi 
the space below the two marble Lowey 
side of the marble towers on the re 
paved with red stones, forming the base 


THES ee 
the plinth (not sen in thi tire) 
dose to the two towers, Te plinth and e rov of arcban lib 
Visible) above the plinth-line represent two staret I ARESA 
Below the plinth there is probably а subterranean Жо Ti 
plus the two stories in red stone and the four stories 
together make the seven stores of tba central Set 
in prince Aurangzeb's letter to bis father enh 
Likewise the two Nanking red-stone buin on, Sce 
(of which only the two corner tower pr 
are referred to as the mosque 5 
abrupt. confiscation of the whole Hinda, E ty Shen 
1631 А. D. 


There are two doorways in 


s The Taj Mahal 1 A Temple Palace 


The three domes of the so-called mosque are а misfit ín Islam, 
‘Since Islam has only one Allah and one prophet for whom is the 


third dome? Moreover the qibla (i.e. the prayer niche) is not 
aligned to the Kaba in Месса as it should be in a genuine mosque. 
Also when there are three qiblas instead of one they couldn't all 
be aligned to tho Raba at the same time. And since (he twin 


building on the eastern flank is а non-mosque it 
follows that its identical counterpart to the west is also a non-m 
Only buildings with the same function and purpo 
identical design 


" 


Tis ва frontal view of the soc 

jew of the socalled mosque facing the marble 

Тёитаышуа fom the west At the righ rer conor may be 
эп octagonal seven ное red stone, marti 

е, martie top tower 

гч down to the river bank. Six sores of this are above 


A Pictorial Analysis 


Li 


Ты» so-called mosque ta iy 
in the picture i res norit, Ten Mts T 
storey. The sealed ventilators dios ca deed. 
Jet mars he upper storey, wi ia nes UN OR m 
form Us topmost sore Trae e e те re 
resching down to the river lev and ey er Мыш 
seeking ia ll even, ‘teria tenn 


There is an identical seven-stord red stone marble WP, 
‘win-building facing tbe marble Taj Mahal from the eut. While 
the edifice seen in the above picture is advertised 88 а mosque 
because it stands on the west funk йа twin ote ester funk 
is justified by Islamic bluffs ay a Jawab' Le. а 
Inteligent visitors must not be then in 1y 
а genuine mosque is never а seven- 

Vil never be in the Vodic ochre-colour san, Tr tbe m 


ов the western flank too must be а 800 
to be remembered that if two Ый wt px 
shape thar шов too must be Wels. 9 И ON ME 
ihe eastern fik is a nonmoqe la NE 


ж ‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Ра 
мешт side must also be а non-mosque, The qibla i.e. the central 
Frayer arch of the above building is not aligned to Mecca ay à 
Tou heve been, had it been raised as a mosque. The muezzin's 

slim caretaker in the so-called 


minaret too is missing. If the lone Mi 
mosque is talked into cooperation ће lights a di 
fone through the dark corridors of the seven-storied edifice. 
‘Aiernatively опе may romp through the identica) seven-storied 
building on the east. On the red-stone pavement at the foot of 
the esstern building is а full-scale replica of the gilded pinnacle 
shaft that stands rooted in the Тај Mahal high - dome. Therein 
one may clearly see that the design shows n metal pitcher (based 
оп the midpoint of curving shaft) with the sacred Vedic coconut 
placed on curving mango-tree leaves. That the pinnacle replica is 
displayed on the eastern flank is significant because of the importance 
of the Fast in Vedic Ше. The two flanking buildings were 


reception-pavilions of the temple- palace. 


m lantern and guides 


A Pictoral Analysia 


ЕЕГ - 
rodi down to the йек Ы ОСА A 
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The Taj Mahal Ta A Temple P 


EI 

he тизе pinih has at is base а red-stone courtyard. А, 
wurtyard are such identical oct 

four comers of that court nie 

dim which along with the le toward ai 


еч нобай pavilions, 


Ж four comers of the marble plinth served » towers for 
Dniie during the day and as lamp-towors he night so 
Жа фе populace could identify the Tejomabalays Lomple- palace 
teamed wp in lights in dark nights. 

TS octagon has a special significance in Vedic tradition which 
alis that God and the sovereign hold sway in all ten directions 
The octagon represents the eight surface directions while the pinnacle 
pints to the besven and the foundation to tho nether world 
Consequently octagonal patterns abound in Vedic (Hindu) temples 
and piso 

The inverted lotus cap on top of the dome is also a Vedie 
speciality because in Vedic etiquette the hands, feet, eyes and face 
of respected and doted individuals are invariably referred to as 
Jotos-hands, lotus feet, lotus-eyes and lotus face. Personal names 


such as Kamal, Rajeev, Mrinal, Saroj are all synonyms of lotus 


Beyond the river stream may be seen a similar redstone tower 
which indicates that there used to be bathing ghats on either bank 
which were demolished st Shahjahan's orders. Boats also used to 
ply in tose days across the river stream. Iron rings fixed in 
he misione wall at the rear of the Tejomahalay were meant to 
tether the boats. The ruins on the other bank are remnants of 
Hindu structures which were razed by invading Muslims. But 
тит у guides vying to impress gullible visitors in а hurry mislead 
‘the latter by bluffing thet those constitute the foundation of а 
Mack marble mausoleum which Shahjahan intended for himself. 
‘Thus the Shahjaban legend serves аз а merry bandwagon in which 
amy member of such Muslim bluffs could be shoved by anybody 
indiscriminately. When even the white Taj Mahal isn't Shabjahan's 
creation be couldn't even dream of raising its black marble match! 


^ 


Pictorial Analysis 
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Now take a dose look st the white marie 


ms 


E The Taj Mahal Is A Templa Pay 
seal and тг Ue square window above the entrance arch. Also nofi, 
4 chippped off portion of the red-stone base of the window 

ich clove inspection from top to bottom, inside and out, 
of every edifice forming the Tejo Mahalaya temple-palace complex 
wll reveal how the wagging and sealing, blocking and barring of 
thousands of rooms and hundreds of ventilators, staircases and 
doorenys, uprooting idols and burying them inside sealed chambers 
ÛÛ disfigure and defile a world-famous specimen of glorious and 

per Vedia architecture with the help of thousands of labourers 


tolling unpaid to the emek of whips was misunderstood by 
contemporary European visit h as Tavernier, Bernier and 
Petar Mundy as construction of a ma m. 

AI that was а colossal misunderstanding and misrepresentation. 


What the 


gestured 


stray, foreigners, ignorant o 


local Muslim 


wim hut furious "building activity’ for? they were informed that 


ing readied for Mumtaz. That was technically, 
ironically and tragically true but factually it was vandalism 


by imperial Mogul robbery on a gigantic scale. 


Note the palra of cobra di 


igm on the red-stone panel at the 
base of the 


ome. What аге the cobras there for if the building 


The edifice on the next page i» even to this day known аз 
gar Khana, lirally meaning в drum house. Every prominent 
Mindu temple and palace has such pavilions where sacred, soft 
Musical vtrsins umd to be played on the shchnai to the best 
Of druma at morning and evening Tejomahalay temple prayers 
and ak royıl congmmpitions.. Correspondingly music is taboo both 
in Muslim mosques and mausoleums. Moreover music and 
drum besta are totally ruled out in burial grounds where the dead 
Dvd рек» aw we are vod. Therefore the Nagar Khana is yet 
another irrefutable indication of the temple-palace origin of Tejo 
Mahataya alias Tajmahal 


A Pictorial Analyyia. 


re із an exact twin of this Nayar Khans just opposila on 
lor of the garden like this one on iha viwiarn side. 
m in tbe centre of tbe rectangular garden i a marhe. 


m bo 


In between 0 

Such symmetrical planning in an hall-mark of Vell architecture 
while Islamic constructions are all confused conglomerate of 
jumbled-up, pell-mell patterns 

‘The octagonal marble-top lotus- petlled cupola of the Nagar 
Khana and its ochre stone, matching the Hindu flag, is yet another 
distinguishing Vedic trait. 

‘Though only three stories of this edifice are sew above tht 
karden-lovel it could be that underneath there are four mora alt 
reaching down through the massive defensive wall (of the 
complex) at the rear. J 

To the right about 50 yds. away is the -ele raen 
between this Nagar Khana and the so-called mese d м 
like an octagonal tower outwardly, But i in ee 
seven-atoried well with circular stairvays Jeng 
Water level tallying with tbe nearby river level 


Biter 


The Ts] Mahal is A Temple Palace 
m 
hose stories are ancient scavenging-type latrines 
келее apartnena inthe seven stories served a a royal treasury. 
Ты iere desta used to be in the lowermost storey so that 
(be id be pushed into the well for safety in case the premises 
tet to be surrendered to а superior enemy. Cashiers occupied the 
lower stories while the higher officials squatted on the upper stories, 
Ты wer in the well served аз natural airconditioner with no 
medwnism (labe to breakdowns) involved. Such ingenious 
amsesiny of nature to human needs requiring no maintenance 
staff, equipment or funds is a unique speciality of Vedic architecture, 


оо some of t 


Encydopaedias and otber reference books carelessly record that 
the Tajmahal complex consists of guest rooms, guard rooms, stables, 
shopping arcades and pleasure pavilions. Al these are 


Sppurtenances of s Vedic 


shrine and not of premises cluttered with 

busied corps. The picture above depicta а kitchen for pilgrima 

ТМ piens by tbe sido of what was an earlier sentinl temple 
18 now poinied ощ as Sarhandi Begum's tomb. 


A Pictorial Analysis 


‘The corresponding tomb of 
Satunnisa 
it what is dubbed as Ра Khanam tuy 
puri Begum'a Suet to 
‘mone stan below, 


All this shows bow the lavish, extensive, ancient, sacred, Vedio, 
Hindu Tejomahalaya pilgrimage complex iw being wildly. 
indiscriminately, loosely and wantonly explained away ва mouer 
and tombs of nondescript harem women sho bid not even a decent 
roof over their heads during their life-Limes and whose names wre 


been hardly ever mentioned in histories. 


As one comes out of the easter ate of Ue Taj parking quadrum 
one he river bank 


Ули we have shown above in ony a 
sculptural Islamic forgery abounding in 
я үш и vod tend 


шй 
‘The Tajmahal complex is 50 vast and ۹ 
an army of шмидапа and scholars eld E U 


‘Toe Ta) Mahal Is A Temple Pale 
= 


E sm 
CES 
сл ee Teien ыыы]: 


The four cenotaphs ought to be dug up and examined for the 
simple reason that Shahjahan and Mumtaz, just two individuals, 
clint have been buried in two cenotaphs each. That cleacly shows 
Khat at Jens two of those four cenotaphs are fakes. Then the question 
Khat arises is which of those are fakes, the ones in the upper octagonal 
sanctum or in the basement chamber ? What is tbe purpose of 
we fake cenotspha 7 What are they hiding ? And bow. does 
oor explain юзу Mumtaa's cenotaph in Burhanpur ? 


Tist hundreds of Vedic idola must have been buried or walled 
Sp in the Tajmahal complex should be apparent from the analysis 
presensa in thin book. А corroboration was une; 


A Pictorial Analysis 


Mahal "Т met an old gardener, а = 
of the Taj and be ШМ mme ды Main who 


room without permis o 
job ket forthwith bo evene, b tas baen ае tag E 


to people who would believe him He a ary 
the ancient faith of Ube land where jy ы OM a bk to 


ere hin ancestors were 


етмей of India bu 
and academicians flaunting high qualifications and ponton eee 
the world to desist from disclosing the Hindu org of the 
incessantly for the last 350 and odd years, This is а з! oommenan 
on the frailty of human character. They would rather put up wit 
falsity and fraud than disclose the truth and be damned, 
Through the threadbare discussion of the Taj Mahal lur 
presented in this book our objective is to awaken and alert schon. 
and bureaucrats to the fact that historic йот throughout the 
world advertised as Muslim are invariably captured property, Ths 
the so-called Cardova mosque and Alhambra in Spain, the Al Agee 
nd Dome on the Rock in Jerusalem, the Shah--Zind and Tumerane. 
mausoleum in Russia, the Ghazni tower in Afghanistan and the 
numerous forts, palaces mosques, mauscleums and township 
advertised as Muslim in India will be found to pre-date blam if 
the present gullible and shoddy methods of namesake Моа 
research are severely shunned. 


Unt 1 published my discovery in 1965 А. D. st ea Matal 
is not a Muslim mausoleum but а capture and inse ы 
lemple- palace called Tejo Mabalaya, for over aes 
been completely oblivious of the abounding te pane) 
in the edifice such аз the one shown on the nes ps TA 
the world of difference in viewing the Taj 
or аз а temple palace. 

When опе stands near Mumtar's conolagh (Wek ше 
Abe ancient sacred Shivling) and looks up above. 


"T si 


= The Taj Mahal Ts A Temple Palace 

the concave domed ceiling the holy Hindu pattern 

Mal chain hangs down from the centre of tbe dom. 
ght Vedic directions. 


фу shafts pointing to the 

а cluster of 16 cobras, sin 

om. In tho 

missile of Lord Shiv. The outer wider circle is m 
All these concentric circles represent pe 


hiv is alwa 


ius made up of multiples of eigh 


A Pietorll Алуна 


т = 

ы parien where, 

via 
ative bunting both in 


The опу red-stone gateway to thy 
entry tickets is decorated (at about 
surface) by the above continuous 
and out, 


Peer at it carefully to realize that the entire bunting is made 
up of such cleverly wrought. three-in-one Ganesh images (two in 
profile at the right and left with trunks raised and one frontal 
in the centre). Lord Ganesh is appropriately at the entranoe and 
in Vedic saffron colour. If carefully counted they are lid to be 
in exact. Vedic multiples of 8. 


between Khandh 
of the building on the next page 
for the upkeep of captured Hindu property. Toe domm Ty 
of their pinnacles is proof of our succint 

historic sites the construction is all Hindu and 


‘Derbanpur and the nest Андай! ОИ 


‘Toe Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palase 
= 


коңшу to Hinde royalty proceding north ors 


weddings or military expeditions 


Barhanpur has many magnificent mansions which are currently 
being described as mosques and tombs of alien Islamic invaders, 
because of protracted Islamic occupation. 


This building is one such ancient Hindu royal palace captured 
by the Moghuls. Mumtaz died bere during ber 14th delivery around 
1631 A. D. while she and Shahjahan were camping here. She is 
‘sid to be buried in a Hindu pavilion in front of this palace, shown 
in another picture earlier. 


The corridors at the spprosch to the Taj Mahal are typically 
Hindu. They may be seen in any ancient Hindu capital. Note the 
lo ойлош) towers (cupolas) at the right and left top in the 
Poole overlast. Only Hindus have special names for the eight 
directione and clesia guards assigned Lo each. Any octagonal feature 
in historic buildings sbould convince the visitor of their Hindu 
(rigo. Guards, palanquin-bearers and other attendants resided in 
hundreds of rooms slong numerous such corridors when the 


„тео ейун» 


-—— ھڇ‎ 
mL 


The whole spacious quadrangle outside tha loy entrance la 
the Taj garden is lined by such stately shopping armiom wiid 
the French visitor, Tavernier describes s в basar of six aout. 
АП outstanding Hindu temples have wach bazara around tbe. 


E The Taj Mahal ls A Temple Plage 


be platform of the Taj Mahal facing 
refully study this design which 
T cobras 

s an inlaid 


Visitors standing on th 
из lofty entrance arch should 
adorns its top. The uppermost pattern is that 


facing esch other with hoods raised, Underneath the 
Underneath them are 


bunting of be 
bits of marble of different hues un. 
extracting Sanskrit inscriptions and Mi 


A Pictorial Analysis 
E] 


The dome of the Taj Mahal baring a tri 

A rident. pinnae, 
« a mon-rosting cight-metal Hindu a ate 
а lightning deflector too. loy. The pinnacle served ы 


= һ A Tempie Pale 


тыз penile has an Istemic 


crescent and war or а lightning conductor installed by the British 
Th i a measure of the cardem manner in whic Indien History 
abere suid Ш now. Visually identifiable things ke (hie pinnae, 
кө eve boon misinterpreted with impunity. Th top of the 
ame, below the pinnacle, is an unmistakable Н р: 
figure of this pinnacle is inl н 
Mahal, р = protrading а 

The Hindu horizontal crescent. an somut top бориме 


Jook lke а trident from the garden le 
Islamic crescents are always oblique. Moreover they are almost 


hays complete circles beving а little opening for a star 


This Hindu pinnacle had all these centuries been misinterpreted 
ва an Islamic crescent and star or a lightning conductor installed 
by the British 


The embossed writing on the pinnacle needs a thorough forensic 
probe. Researchers must climb up to the upper-part of the pinnacle 
shown above to closely decipher the crude lettering on the pitcher 
front below the coconut design. It is suspected that the first British 
archseological chief in India, Alexander Cunningham got the Islamic 
Чора Alaho Akbar embossed on the metal surface with a 
Пале гоме stove. Since Cunningham had retired as a Major 

General from the British Indian Army engineering group it is 
believed thet among the trusted lieutenants whom be entrusted 
hat forging job was one Taylor and others who Look care to imprint 
bir own names too at the same spot at the front or back. Gen. 
Cunningham was made the first archaeological chief in India only 
because be had suggested to his higher-upe a cunning plan to attribute 
‘ont historica! edifices in India to Muslims to put them at loygerbesds 
‘with Hindus to ensure perpetuation of British rule in India. И was 


E Ш 


A Werl Anl 


in pursuance of that nefarious plan tha 
historical bridges towers, forta, mansion: 
to invading Muslims. It is that brazen сїн?! 
lke а halter around India's historical peck: 


— f 
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This full scale figure of the pin the dome, has bem 


тїш in the red-stone courtyard of the Taj Mahal of the Nanking building wrongly dubbed ax Jaw 


cla 

LOS s tommy eae Ce 

"ded - fon ch in coru ve n a Т Ва 
рер 

Scryer Th би pal dei ese a ОША 

peine arr ae ee 

in Vedic culture. b> 

mewe snd ЕЕ 

on ih (Lo. а vale ОЯ 

mea 

(en of фе stat ы ио pig TE 


The apex of the lofty entrance arches on all four sides of he 
ть) Mahal bears this rod and white lotus trident = nealing (i 
the building ori 

forming the mid 
bulding from Jaipur state's Hindu ruler, Notion the райе of 
marble of dissimilar sizes and shades around the Копа, making 
ar that (he stones bearing Koranic extracts were used only 
"up raping cavities et after digging out Sanski inaction 
and Vedic idols around the archways on ай four aie of the Tj 


Опе тау see Î to the east at the foot of the riverside arch 


E ‘The Tu) Mahal 1a A Tempe ра 
This is the Dhatura flower essential for Hindu 

The flower is depicted in the shape of the scri S 
Incantation ‘OM: Embossed de 
Green 
where 
While pe 
OM" d 


iva worship, 
red esoteric Hind 
blooming “OM. ame 
onal central sanctum of Shia 
pbulating around the central chamber eme een Рай 
ч пе may see such 


f di 
er the exterior of the 


me a fake grave in Mumi 


wall 


Also on the same wall (not seen in this photo) are embossed 
marble panels showing foliage of the conch-shell design which again 
is в sacred Hindu motif. 


Buch are the magnificent marble-paved shining, cool, white 
bright rooms of the Taj Mahal temple palace's marble ground floor- 
Even thelowor third portion of the walls is covered with magnificent 
martie mosaic. "The doorway at the left looks suspiciously closed with 
stone slab. One can porambulate through these rooms around the 


Nd - 
al sanctorum now occupied by Mumtaa’s fs grave. 

astral through the central door, enabled perami 

The a keep their eyes fixed on the Shiva icon Їп the сапла 


e. This persmbulatory passage is yet another proof of the 
frs having originated as a temple. 


әй 


Hindu Shiva icons are consecrated іп two chambers one above. 
the other. Therefore Shahjahan had to raise two prati OE 
of Mumtaz - one in the marble basement and оа 
round Moor to desecrate and hide both the ‘Shiva emblems i 
public view. That explains why two cenotaphs оп bro Morir 
to be erected for » single corpse. 


Sich are the rooms on tbe Ist floor 
of the Taj Mahal, The two staircases leading 


ты; 
‘Shaaban’ time- 
Are kept locked and barred since A 


these upper storey chambers is 
Mori troopers who encamped in thee ron БШ 
Bway silver doors, tbe gold ralling and 

Ло heat water and cook meals. 


F. коше can Pes 
E .—-.- 
T for pave been stripped off their marble panels. Shahjahan 
LJ 


onsinicting graves and engraving the Koran because he did not 
Jaw wheretrom to procure marble matching the sp 
Fest of the Tej Mahal. He was 
spend much even 


ndour of the 


0 converting a robbed Hindu temple into an 


а Jaisingh of 

E" That was adding insult o 
i Bod lo supply marble to disfigure 
uem сй plundered temple-palace by littering it with 
me ийе and cectaphs ? And the 


— Jaisingh not. only 


poly ma 


le but also detained quarry wor 


‘This эшан 


Y aymmetrical one at the other end 


b the marble platform. Two such 


A Pictorial Analysis 


The Taj Mahal 1 


» 
TEN T 
decente ound floor have been barred to visi 
i" d above the marble ground естм ыша 
Y following Mogu! dictates and hough 
Joe Trom Mogul лие rule 


A Pictorial Analysis 


of nia Kopa сортна ызы ia toot » 
Therefore the public must. pressure th t 
locked and scaled chamber 


The rooms may be seem door-within-door i 
public knew that. the Taj Mahal is a strutture 
rooms they would insist on seeing tho wh 


2 room in the secret vorey underneath the marble 
5) Mahal. Many such features of the Ty) remain 


ede 


The Taj Mahal Ta A Tem; 
м ple Palace 


unknown to the public so long as they see it only as а tomb, 
Fane public knew how much it is missing in the Taj Mahal it 
AI insist that tbe government unseal all the seven stories in all 
ty buildings. 


A comer of one of the 22 rooms in the secret storey immediately 

below the marble platform of the Taj Mahal. Note the strips of 
Hindu paint on the wall. The ventilator at the left, meant for air 
and light from the riverside, has been crudely walled up by Sbahjahan 
Не did not bother even to plaster it. Had Shahjahan built the Taj 
as a mausoleum what was the purpose of such 22 rooms? And 
why are they kept locked ? Such crude, unplastered fillings constitute 
Shabjahan's much-flaunted building-work which is carefully and 
Aeliberuely hidden from the public 


A Pietoral Analysis 


One of the 22 riverside M 
Toms in a 

Mahal unknown to the public. Т 0 КЛ бету of he 

marble Taj wantonly disfigured aa pipere] 

a doorway. Such imperial Mop wg 

public. This room is in the red wont He Bde fim the 

the marble plaform. Indian history han beer 90У below 

in lauding destroyers as grat builders. Tatton 

be referred to not asthe crealor of the Ty pata 

of its costly fixtures and disfigurer of the sublime, sexe И, 

of the holy Tejomabalaya. — 


‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple р 


^ 
A age vetita o one of tbe 22 rooms in а secret storey 
MEUS jl sen Bere crudely sealed with unplastered bricks by 
History bas been so perverted and inverted that alien 
ul Siha who spoled, damaged, desecrated and 
storie Hindu budings, are being falsely paraded as 
Tides. Тыз crude unplastered wall blocking the tall arched 
Sia vetito is Shabjahan's grand building work. Govt. of India's 


lagal Survey of India (ASD is hiding such gagging and 
ing of the Taj Mahal from the public and fraudulently passing 
ft he spie and span Hindu features of the Та} Mahal as the creations 


of адал. 


A Pictorial Analysis 


‘This esoteric Hindu desi ы 
the 22 locked rooma in the erat cm ЫЫ ling а а 
of the Та) Mahal, ta Hindu name is шр, Mitta ptr, 


Hod Shabjahan built tbe Taj Mabal e would nok have ый 


and barred to tbe publie. 


such elaborately painted rooms sealed 
‘only if one can influence 


Even now one can enter these rooms 
the archaeology department to remove йз locks: 


— 


p 


E ‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple Palace riori дий. 
22 locked rooms (in the secret st 
On the inner Nank of tbe 22 э torey 
In ret sone below tbe marble platform) is this corridor about 


enables one to identify even а bare plinth 


п Hindu, 
is pitch dark because Shahjahan has sealed i- The corridor 
allowing light and air Me verde venintan 


Many such doorways of chambers in secret stories underneath 
the Тај Mahal have been sealed with brick and lime. Concealed 
inside could be valuable evidence such as Sanskrit inscriptions, Hindu 
idols, the original Hindu model of the Taj, the desecrated Shiva 
Linga, Hindu scriptures and temple equipment. The Congress Govt- 
in is deliberately refraining from opening bundreds of such 
sealed chambers inside the Taj Mahal for fear of enraying Muslims 
and exposing the incompetence of historians worldwide, 


Besides such sealed chambers there are many which ar kept 
locked by the Government. The public must raise its voice to lave. 
these opened or should institute legal proceedings. 


Shree P. N. Sharma of Р-28 Safdarjang Development Ares, 
New Delhi-16 who peeped through an aperture into these chambers 
in 1994 A. D. saw a pillared Ъ with images carved on Ub pilari | 
Mr. Ganu an optician of Swapna Nagari, Karve Road, Pune bes 
also had а glimpse of some of those hidden dark chambers Ming 
vital evidence of the rape of the Hindu. Taj Mahal. But the bro 


8,5 ft. broad and 320 ft. long. Note the scallop design at the base 
" of the plinth supporting tbe arches. This is Hindu decoration which 


were teen-agers then und felt baffled by the incongruity of Vedic 


Hols in what. was advertised as an Islamic wonder-msusoleum. 


‘The Ta) Mahal Te A Temple Pat 


A Pictorial Analysis 


Most people contant to see Mumtan'y » 
p. o the rear riverside, Ts te т eT 
юк the ta 
ane may notice that the four-stred marti кешу my 
Belom t teo more storie in re sane Мы tha 
in the arch st the left indicating that ther are rog Sty 
e m of arenes i be ee pet ne ly 
In addition to the four stories in marble, uis 2 пол, 


arches in the Sh storey. =ч 
The th storey lies in the plinth in the lower portion, 
photo. In another photo a doorway would be меп in (le coe 
of tho plinth, indicating the presence of apartments nae, fay 
where one could emerge on the river for a bath d 


‘This is a riverside view of the Ta) Mahal. The our ed 
marble structure above has under it these two storie rest 
down to the river level. The 22 rooms shown in oiher photos sf: 
behind that line of arches seen in the middle, Each arch үне 
ty Hindu lotus discs in white marble. dust above the pound ld 


4 
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" ‘The Taj Mahal Is A Temple р, 


is the plinih. In the left comer of the plinth is a doorway indicat 
that inside the plinth are many rooms sealed by Shahjahan, One 
could step out to the river bank from the door at the left. The 
Tih storey is surmised to be under the plinth below the ground 


because every ancient Hindu mansion had а basement. Excavation 
to reach the basement chambers should start under this door. There 
ís an identical door (not seen in this photo) at the right comer 
of the plinth 

Mumtar's so-called graves (in the marble chamber and the 
basement) are above these two red stone stories. That raises a 
suspicion that Mumtaz is not at all buried in the Taj Mahal because 
how can a corpse be buried on a stone base two stories above 
the river level ? Her mock-bu 
эл. plunder the Hindu mansion 


J was а mere ruse to capture 


‘This is the massive octagonal well with palatial apartments along 
ita seven stories. A royal staircase descends right down to the 


» 
ч e ricos 
pavement. 
peaa 


ес level indicated by the tiny white patch showin 
fio photo fish. As one stands on the ed tone 
d marte plinth of the Taj Mahal, the red sane 
ре изеп Вал extremity houses the wel seen й 


‘This was the traditional treasury well of the Hindu 
treasure chests uséd Lo be stacked in the lower storia, де pei 
cashiers and treasurers sat in the upper stores, On being besiege 
if the building had to be surrendered to the enemy the tramin, 
chests used to be pushed into the water for salvage later after 
mecapture. For real research, water боша be pumped out of this 
ell to reveal the evidence that lies at the bottom. ‘This well iy 
inside a tower near the so-called mosque to the west of the marble 
тај. Had the Taj been a mausoleum this octagonal muli-stored 
well would have been superfluous, 


An aerial view of the Taj Mahal alias Tejo Mahalnya, ancient 
Hindu temple palace complex in Agra. For the last 900 years the 
World bas been fooled into believing that this stupendous edifice 
Was built by the 5th - generation Mogul emperor Sbahjahan lo 
commemorate one of his desd wives - Mumtaz, Tbe two flanking 
buildings although identical, only the one in the rear ia known 
35 а mosque. But since the building on the east із a non-mosque. 
its counterpart on the west must also be a non-mosque. 

Wis being misused аз а mosque, its qibla is not aligned lo the 


Tee 


э} Mahal Is A Temple Palace 


Kabe and it also lacks а muezzin's tower, 

The Taj Mahal has seven stories. Six of them Бе sealed and 
armed оосар rich evidence. The marble building in the centre 
û Parked hy two symmetrical ones. The one in the foreground 


{nthe eastern one. The one ín the background is being misrepresented 
э, в moque becsuse it la to the west. Those should not have 
tee Мене if only one was to be а mosque. In the courtyard 


ж“ the foot of the estem building is inlaid a full-scale replica of 
the trident pinnacle. The tiny tower at U 


buling, encloses a huge octagonal seven storied we 


A Pictorial Analyse 


This is a riverside view of the Taj Mahal, The four-storid 
marble structure above has under it these two stories reaching 
down to the river level. The 22 rooms shown in other photon are 
behind that line of arches seen in the middle. Each arch is flunked 
by Hindu lotus discs in white marble. Just above the ground level 
is the plinth. In the left corner of the plinth notice the doorway 
indicating that inside the plinth are many rooms sealed by Shabjahun. 
One could step out to the river bank from the door st tbe left. 
‘The 7th storey is surmised to be under the plinth below Ње ground 
because every ancient Hindu mansion had а basement, Excavation 
lo reach the basement chambers should start under this door. 

Mumtaz's so-called graves (in the marble chamber snd the 
basement) are above these two red stone stories. That raises & 
suscipcion that Mumtaz is not at all buried in the Taj Mahal beos 
how can a corpse be buried on s stone base two siori shove 
the river level ? 


зы ‘The To) Mahal s A Teme Pay 


Pavan Sou. & 
vanna mei | та 
сога тол m 


The square diagram to the right above enclosing nine equal 
divisions, pertaining to the Vedic deities personifying cosmic forces, 
forms the sanctum of every Vedic temple, and is known as the 
Vastu Purusb Mandal. 

That square sanctum is then enclosed in an octagonal frame 
аз depicted in the diagram at the left. That is the contour of the 
sanctum of the Vishnu temple at Deogarh (India) and of every 
other Vedie temple. 

Figures 8 and 108 are considered very boly in Vedic tradition 
because of their cosmic significance. For instance the distance between 
фе earth and the sun is 108 times the diameter of the sun, the 
distance from the earth to the Moon is 108 times the dismeter 
‘of the Moon, modem computer calculations are octal; satellite 
sent into space are octagonal, and so on. 


Above is a sketch of the Brahadeesbwrar temple of Tenjevur 
in Tamilnadu province of Indis. Tbe layout of tbe Taj Mahal shown 
on the front cover of this book and in tbe arrial view of tbe Тај 
shown hereunder being identical proves that so-called Taj Mahal 
originated as a Shiv temple centuries before tbe Sth generation 
Mogul emperor Stabjahan. 

АП ancient churches in Eurgge follow the same layout because 
tbey too were pre-Christian Vedic temples which were misused as ° 
churches by invading Christian zealots. 

Three centuries later Mohammedans too emulating Christian 
usurpation advertised and misused captured Vedic temples and 
palaces as Islamic mosques and tombs. 

Emperor Shahjshan himself and his son and successor Aurangzeb 
have been very honest in laying no claim to the authorship of tbe 
Тај Mahal. So much so that the very rame Та] Maba! doesn’t 
figure in their court records or contemporary Islamic chronicles. 

Contrarily Stahjahan's letter dated 3 February 1633 (listed S- 


“а 
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[Agra signifying the Taj Mahal complex comprising of e 
Deed e dae 
repo 
CORO ERU си eli: 
eder perta tems rci 
Em 


The building above located in Agra is being currently dubbed a 
inad Uddaula. That being а title conferred on Muslim courtiers 
itis absurd to designate а bulding by tat title 

The Muslin canard is that Mirza Саз Beg who bed (ht title 
during the 4th generation Mogul emperor Jébangir's regine, Бай 
that grand palatial building raised over Ыз corpse, By whom ? 
By bis wife, son, daughter or bis son-in-law emperor 7 And if 
Ghias Beg's corpse could command such a palace for it where are 
the palaces in which Ghias Beg lived when alive and kicking 7 
Historians the world over have proved highly gullible In piping 
such Muslim canarás and have totally failed in their academie duty 
to closely cross-question such bogus claim, 

Mirza Ghías Beg was the father of Nurjaban. Emperor Salim 
Jebangir being infatuated by Nurjahan's bemuty, had ber husband 
murdered to kidnap and detain Nurjabun as an inmate of his teeing 
harem. Consequently ber father was elevaled ta the post of chief 
minister and was decorated with the title lümad Одда. 

The latter too had а lange harem in the usual Мизйт trains 
Even so there is only one pair of cenotaphs in the central chamber 
of the above buding for Mr. and Mra, (Which Mra ? Sinon be 


oe had ooe oo many) Ghias Bags | 


ЕБС ë 


‘The To) Mahal Is А Temple ту 


Rut hat is not all. Every room of the above 
bove palatia) buildi 
is cluttered with Mr. and Mrs. pairs of Musli = 

lim cenotaphs though 


every Muslim dignitary had scores of wives 
And yet none of the cenotuphs bears any name, that jy 
those cenotaphs are mero Muslim stampe and 


to occupy Hindu mansions. ME - 

Hnd tbe above bulding ben really riod over Gas Ba s 
how sare aber Mobile and Атей and Palmas мм ARIS 
res there incognita? 

Had the buding been n sombre multitudinous Muslim mausoleum 
Why should lta walls be adorned with decorative painted designa? 
And why should the bulding have tree stories bult in ema 
mili-colured gleaming marble 7 Besides the two stories sem in 
the photo above the third i underground. АП such considerations 
prove that the above buding í the King’s palace but during Ra 
Paramarddev's regime 600 years prior to Shahjahan, эз meron 
In the Sanskrit Inscription quoted n an earlier chapler, 


‘The above analysis should serve to alert honest historians all 
‘over the world to totally jettison the current gullible mode of teaching 
and replace it by the legal mode of judicious cross-questioning of 
every claim and assertion: 
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